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Project Description
This approximately 30 acres of farmland on the West slope of Marsh Hill overlooks the Cluff swamp on Bridge Street. A majority of the property is currently used for hay and contains a small wetland in the rear.

This offer represents an opportunity to preserve a parcel of land that the CPC has long hoped to protect from development. The property is zoned for single family homes and unless preserved this would be its most likely development future. 
Staff is in contact with the Massachusetts Agricultural Department to see if a partnership can be formed to place an agricultural preservation restriction on this land. There are many hurdles to this attempt.

Members of the Alden Fox family recently approached the town about this possibility, and indicated they would like it to be accomplished at the June 2014 Town Meeting.  No appraisal has yet been made. We would consider this a top priority for open space preservation in 2014.

Operating Costs
Maintenance and operation costs would be dependent upon finding a farmer to work the property. Otherwise, arrangements might be made to see if the land could continue to be used for hay or the land would return to its natural forested state.
If satisfactory agreements can be reached then it is anticipated that the CPC will seek funding at the June 2014 Town Meeting.

