BOARD OF SELECTMEN - MEETING OF MARCH 26, 2013
HARMONY HALL

PRESENT - Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice-
Chairman, George A. Malliaros, Clerk, Robert O. Cox, John J. Zimini,
Dennis E. Piendak, Town Manager, James A. Hall, Town Counsel, Glen
Edwards, Assistant Manager/Town Planner and Barbara Souza,
Recording Secretary.

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and was followed by a moment of
silence to remember all those who have given the ultimate sacrifice for
our Country and for those currently serving especially in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Also condolences and sympathies were extended to the
Mellonakos and Smith families.

Warrant Approval - On a motion by Mr. DiRocco and seconded by Mr.
Cox, it was unanimously voted to approve the warrant.

Community Input - Rich Cowan, 12 Greenlawn Avenue spoke about the
growth in the school budget and offered an “historical perspective” on it.

Public Input re: Medical Marijuana Dispensary Moratorium — No one
came forward to speak on this subject.

Town Manager’s Report — Mr. Piendak announced as a reminder that the
town’s Municipal Election has been moved from the first Monday in May
to Tuesday, April 30th. The Assessors are continuing their cyclical re-
inspection program throughout the town which requires personnel from
the company hired to personally visit and inspect the inside and measure
the outside of all properties. Phase II begins this month and covers
Dracut Center, Kenwood and E. Dracut (Precincts 3, 4, 7 and 8); all data
collectors will wear a Vision ID with photo and name. The Automated
Trash Program begins July 1st and public information meetings have
been scheduled to explain the program; all will be held at 7:00 p.m. May
8th at the Council on Aging, May 15t at the Campbell School, May 29t at
Harmony Hall and June 12t at the Parker Library. A mailing will be
provided by the contractor and will be going out in the spring. Avenue
Pub - Mr. Piendak said it appears from his observation that this
establishment (licensed by this board) appears to be closed; a letter has
been sent to the owner/manager inquiring as to the status and said he
will share the information with the board once he has received a reply.
Also, recently his office was contacted by both the Town of Tyngsboro
and City of Lowell regarding a letter that the Lowell City Council sent out
in November concerning the make-up and the voting representation at
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the Greater Lowell Technical School; they are looking to see if anything
will be coming forth from this board in terms of getting together for a
meeting. He said that Tyngsboro has expressed an interest in at least
meeting with a subcommittee of the board and said he feels this needs to
be put on the front burner at some point.

Mr. Malliaros made some brief comments about the Avenue Pub one
being that he doesn’t feel it’s good for a bar to be located across the
street from a school.

Mr. Piendak concluded his report by noting that since fiscal year ‘05
there have been 129 town employees who have retired; 115 of those have
stayed on the town’s group health insurance and 85 of the 129 are
nearly 66% retired under the age of 50; that’s the statistic describing
some of those cost we have that is impacting all of the town’s budget.

APPOINTMENT/Leigh Cameron, Dracut Garden Club - Ms. Cameron
stated that she was here tonight on behalf of the Dracut Garden Club to
announce the annual kick-off of “Celebrate the Earth” She said the 12th
Annual Earth Day & Arbor Day will be held on Saturday, April 13t from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Veteran’s Memorial Park; in the event of
inclement weather, it will be held at Harmony Hall. This will also be the
kick-off to the annual community clean-up week which will run from
Saturday, April 13 through Sunday, April 21st. Ms. Cameron continued
explaining who will be participating in the program, the events that will
be taking place on that day and also thanked everyone involved.

Resolution Relating to Maintaining Verizon Repair Center Jobs and
Innovative Technologically Work in the Commonwealth of Mass —

Mr. Zimini stated that he had been asked by several constituents to
bring this forward to the board because throughout the Commonwealth
there have been a number of cities and towns that are adopting
resolutions in support of saving jobs for Massachusetts.

Mr. Zimini explained that it is a resolution asking that Verizon reconsider
any of their moves to relocate Massachusetts jobs out of state; it is
happening in several surrounding communities and said he has invited
Kim Burley of AFSCME to come in and talk about it, adding that we have
a Verizon facility here in town and we certainly don’t want that to be
closed and feels this is something that we can all support as there are
about forty-seven employees in town and many, many more retirees.
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Kim Burley addressed the board and stated that she represents the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 2321 based out of
No. Andover; the local represents Verizon telephone workers in forty-
three communities throughout the Merrimack Valley and North Shore.
Ms. Burley said she is here today to speak in support of the “Resolution
Relating to Maintaining Verizon Repair Center Jobs and Innovative
Technologically Work in the Commonwealth of Mass” noting that the
resolution is about protecting jobs in Massachusetts. She said they have
received overwhelming support for this that includes the entire Mass
Federal delegation, the State Senate and House of Representatives, the
Secretary of State and the State Treasurer as well as several cities and
towns. Ms. Burley continued with her presentation with discussion

following.

John Kelly of 1 Daybreak Drive addressed the board and offered his
comments on the matter noting that they (Verizon) have been moving
jobs into Dracut over the last few years and said there are about 250
people working on Broadway Road at present. He also explained what
his understanding is about why FIOS is not coming and said they
haven’t talked about building out here and they really haven’t built out
anywhere in recent years. Following more discussion, Mr. Kelly said that
years ago when people called in for service, they would get Appleton
Street in Lowell, but they are down to two Massachusetts Call Centers,
Springfield and Andover and Verizon wants to move both of them to
Providence. The problem in moving these jobs is that current local
employees will be expected to work in Providence; he feels they are doing
this to shed people that they can’t otherwise layoff.

Mr. Zimini moved to endorse the Resolution. Mr. Malliaros
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS - Economic Development Sub-Committee —
Mr. Cox announced that the subcommittee is sponsoring a Business
Networking Luncheon on May 16th at Harmony Hall from 12:00 noon to
1:30 p.m. He said they are also asking for four restaurants to do taste
testing for lunch items; this will be co-sponsored by the Greater Lowell
Chamber of Commerce. Ms. Richardson added that once everything is
finalized, flyers will be made available.

Committee for a Healthy Dracut — Ms. Richardson explained that this is
the small group that was formed last February; their initial mission was
to try and deal with opiate abuse, a problem she said is unfortunately
hitting every community. She announced that a flyer will be going out
through the school system and can also be seen on the town website




BOARD OF SELECTMEN/MEETING OF MARCH 26, 2013

regarding the “Opiate Overdose Education for Parents and Youth Tips
and Resources for the Family”. The presentation will be taking place at
the Christ Church United on April 4th, 2013 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
and refreshments will be served. Ms. Richardson also announced that
with regard to elder abuse, Elder Services is doing a presentation for
them at 10:00 a.m. on April 18t at the Council on Aging and will be open

to the public.

0Old Business — Town Charter - Mr. Edwards, as a reminder, said that on
Tuesday, April 2rd at 7:00 p.m., a meeting with Michael Ward from the
Collins Center will be held as a workshop in the Varnum Room at the
Historical Society. Ms. Richardson added that the purpose is to review
the draft presentation that we had a few weeks ago from the Collins
Center and to formulate anything we want to put on the ballot.

Parker Avenue School — Town Counsel, James Hall, said that he hasn’t
completed his research but it does appear that as long as the property is
in school committee control, we are somewhat limited to renting the
building and they are absolutely prohibited from renting the building
without our approval. Attorney Hall said the best thing from our point of
view would be for them to declare it surplus, declare it no longer needed
for school purposes, and then the town would take over control and
ownership of the property; we have ownership now, we just don’t have
control. Following some additional informational comments, Attorney
Hall indicated that he will continue to research.

Mr. Zimini asked that if they “mothballed” the building and just left it
vacant, would they then be responsible for the upkeep, repairs and
liability of that building? Attorney Hall said that is correct.

Mr. Piendak added that someone is going to have to make a
determination that if a lease is entered into, whether that then in anyway
constitutes a change of use that will require the Building Inspector and
Fire Department to require certain upgrades or enhancements.

Mr. Zimini stated that he is perplexed by the whole thing because he
thought that that would be a good gesture; he knows it has been said
about giving something back to the people in terms of CPC, and that
could be true if CPC were reduced maybe the voters would vote to give
that money , although he doesn’t think they would, but if they did, all
well and good, but this is the same scenario; the school committee isn’t
willing to give up a building that could get on the tax base and that in
itself could be an increase in funding for them down the line. Mr. Zimini
said we could sell it and he is sure there could be an agreement to
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dedicate some of that money back to the schools but said they don’t
seem to want to do that so, we’ll just let the chips fall where they may.

Mr. DiRocco added that there are also a lot of other departments that are
in dire need as well, so whatever we do, we have to do it on a town wide

basis.

Mr. Zimini said he feels this could set up to be a very, very disruptive
event coming on; he’s hoping not but said we have to think about the big
picture and he understands that they (school committee) have to think
about the schools; he also is thinking about the schools too and everyone
here has expressed their concerns about the schools and would like to
see them get more but the problem is that the pie is only so big; where
are we going to get the money from? The Manager couldn’t have
explained it any better as he did during the joint meeting and said if it’s
forced on the floor to do something, then there is going to be a major
problem and feels a lot of town departments could be affected by this.

A brief discussion continued.

Executive Session: Re: Litigation — It was noted that the board will only
come out to adjourn the meeting and no votes are anticipated to be taken
during executive session; if there should be, they will come out and
announce it.

Roll Call vote: Mr. Cox, yes; Mr. DiRocco, yes; Mr. Malliaros, yes; Mr.
Zimini, yes and the Chairperson, yes. It was a unanimous vote to enter
into executive session at 8:00 p.m.

The Chairperson reconvened the regular meeting at 8:20 p.m. and
announced that no votes were taken during executive session.

ADJOURNMENT -Motion by Mr. DiRocco and seconded by Mr. Malliaros,
it was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.
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