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PLANNING BOARD MEETING – February 24, 2016

PRESENT:  Jesse Forcier, Chairman; Mark Pease, Vice Chairman; Robert Donnelly; Philip Greene; George Nangle; Elizabeth Ware, Community Development Director; Michael Buxton, Director of Public Works; Mark Hamel, Town Engineer and Lisa Wagner, Recording Secretary

Chairman Forcier opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room at Town Hall and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

MINUTES:
Meeting held on February 10, 2016:  Mr. Pease motioned to approve.  Mr. Nangle seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Greene abstained.

121 SPRING ROAD/ROBERT & JUNE CLARK/ANR PLAN:
Ron Close, Registered Professional Engineer appeared before the Board on behalf of the applicant and presented an ANR plan to create 2 new lots from the 6 acre parcel.  The Conservation Department requested that the lots be established prior to appearing before the Commission for a determination.  Mr. Donnelly asked if the applicant wants to establish Lot 3C.  Mr. Close stated there will be 2 lots with 3C being the original lot that has the existing single family home and 3D will be a new residential lot.  Mr. Donnelly questioned the access to Lot 3D and the available upland area to put a house.  Mr. Close indicated Lot 3D will be accessed from Spring Road and the house will be constructed in the upland area abutting the roadway.  Mr. Donnelly noted the extensive wetlands.  Mr. Close stated there will be some filling necessary, which will be approved by Conservation and an Order of Conditions will be issued.  Mr. Pease mentioned the location of the house and Conservation issues are not germane to the Board’s decision, as it has frontage on a Town road and meets the requirements. 

Mr. Pease motioned to approve the ANR plan with the recommendation of the Engineering Department request to set a stone bound.  Mr. Greene seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

1905 LAKEVIEW AVENUE/ROBIN LEY/ANR PLAN:
Ron Close, Registered Professional Engineer appeared before the Board on behalf of the applicant, Robin Ley who is the prospective purchaser and presented an ANR plan for 2 individual lots from the 3 acre parcel.  In a similar situation to the previous plan, Mr. Close stated that at the direction of the Conservation Department; he was instructed to come to the Board to create the lot and then return for approval.  The proposed lots meet the requirements for frontage and area, as well as having adequate uplands.  Mr. Close added that upon approval of the plan, Mr. Ley will go forward with the purchase and proceed with the design for the project.  Chairman Forcier mentioned the Lots are shown as Lot 222 & 222.1 and the Engineering Department requested that a stone bound be set between the new lots.

Mr. Greene stated the lots have sufficient frontage and area and motioned to approve the ANR plan with the recommendation of the Engineering Department to set a stone bound.  Mr. Pease seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
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16 COMMERCIAL DRIVE/TROMBLY MOTOR COACH/SPECIAL PERMIT FOR CHANGE OF USE (CONSTRUCTION YARD TO SCHOOL BUS STORAGE & REPAIR /PUBLIC HEARING (CON’T):
Chairman Forcier opened the hearing and read aloud the Legal Notice, which was advertised in the Lowell Sun on Wednesday, January 27, 2016 and again on Wednesday, February 3, 2016.

Attorney Michael Fadden appeared before the Board on behalf of John McCarthy owner of Trombly Motor Coach, who has the property at 16 Commercial Drive under a Purchase & Sales Agreement with Gerald Lussier.  The property contains 5.32 acres of land with a 9,900 square foot single story structure primarily located in the (I-1) Industrial Zone and a small area in the (R-1) Residential Zone.  Attorney Fadden stated Mr. McCarthy acquired the adjacent parcel of land at 10 Commercial Drive in 2013, which consists of 2.88 acres and will be combined to establish a 10+ acre site for educational transportation services including buses, special needs vans, as well as related support vehicles.  Trombly Motor Coach has been in business since 1988 and services more than 40 municipalities, including the Town of Dracut.  

In further review, Attorney Fadden noted there are approximately 1,500 school buses and vans, which are dispatched from 8 separate locations and there are 22 off-site parking areas.  At the Dracut facility, 225 vehicles are dispatched from this site, however; over 100 of the vehicles are taken home in the evening.  The Town receives excise tax from the 225 registered vehicles in the amount of $175,000 each year, as well as receiving a discount of $40,000 towards the school transportation contract.  Mr. McCarthy intends on expanding the operation at the Dracut site, which will provide additional parking; operational and logistical support; on site repair and maintenance along with a driver training center.  Attorney Fadden mentioned the hours of operation are 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., although there are random occurrences for a late bus transporting students to sporting events or field trips when a set time cannot be determined.  

In regards to the Department Head comments, Attorney Fadden stated the Conservation Commission asked that a request for determination be filed and that a permanent barrier be placed along the wetlands, which the applicant is agreeable to.  Also, Mr. McLaughlin the Building Inspector and Zoning Enforcement Officer gave his zoning compliance determination and in his opinion there is a pre-existing use and it received some grandfather protection, as it was developed in the mid-1980’s.  The Engineering Department issues have been resolved for the most part and the applicant will be submitting a Pollution Protection Plan for review.  Attorney Fadden added that the Fire Department had a list of concerns after visiting the site and some of those have been addressed or are in the process.  

Chairman Forcier referred to the Fire Chief’s letter and stressed the importance of those items being resolved.  Mr. McCarthy stated Kip Burnett, his Facilities Manager has been working on a number of the concerns including the installation of a bulk oil tank, marking and posting of signage for the Fire Lane, as well as enforcing the no parking area.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Greene asked if all the vehicles on the property are registered.  Mr. McCarthy indicated there has been an increase of over 100 vehicles for special needs services acquired this year for Tewksbury, Billerica, Lowell and Chelmsford, which are all registered to Dracut with the majority of those parked at a satellite lot in Methuen or taken to the employee’s residence.  Mr. Greene inquired if the repairs would be done indoors, which Mr. McCarthy confirmed all repairs would be done inside the existing building.  Mr. Greene asked how many buses would be getting to the site after 6:00 p.m.  Mr. McCarthy stated it’s a random occurrence and there would be about 20 during the 180 days of the school year.  Mr. Pease questioned whether there is any buffering with the residential area.  Mr. McCarthy noted there are a significant amount of trees along this area.  Mr. Donnelly asked about the access to 16 Commercial Drive.  Mr. McCarthy stated there is a deeded right of way through 20 Commercial Drive. 

Chairman Forcier asked if anyone in attendance had a question or comment.  Nobody came forward to speak for or against this project.

In additional discussion, Ms. Ware referenced her memo of February 23rd and mentioned a number of outstanding issues with the proposed project, which she recommends addressing these prior to the Board acting on the special permit.  Mr. McCarthy indicated some items have been addressed, but mentioned that the parking lot striping could not be done due to the weather conditions.  Mr. Nangle asked if the applicant is aware of the letter from the Sewer Department regarding floor drains and oil separator.  Mr. McCarthy has no issue with installing floor drains and an oil separator.  Mr. Pease questioned Item #6, under “Grandfathered Status” of Ms. Ware’s memo pertaining to the stormwater drainage system.  Ms. Ware stated the easement reference should be noted on the plan, as well as showing the actual frontage of the lot on Salem Road, consequently she asked for an accurate plan.  Attorney Fadden indicated the plan would be revised to address those concerns and requested a 2-week continuance as there are some time constraints.  Mr. Donnelly referred to the Building Inspector’s memo for the compliance with 248 CMR 10.09 prior to opening the facility.  Chairman Forcier stated that can be a condition of the special permit.  Attorney Fadden added the Plumbing Inspector raised this concern and it will be complied with.  Ms. Ware commented that the applicant has the ability to move forward with some of the Fire Department concerns, as these are public safety issues.  Mr. McCarthy agreed.        

Mr. Nangle motioned to continue this hearing to the March 9th meeting in order to have the plan updated and to have comments back from the Fire Chief.  Attorney Fadden noted the applicant is waiting for some information from Norse Environmental and anticipates filing with Conservation in March.  Mr. Greene seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
Methuen Street & Pelczar Road – “Redstone Park II/The Prime Group/Post Bonding, Approve Covenant & Endorse Plans
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Mr. Greene motioned to recommend posting $28,254.06 for Freedom Court and $26,672.73 for Liberty Lane for a total of $54,926.79 per the Engineering Department.  Mr. Donnelly seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Greene motioned to recommend posting $38,000.00 for stone bounds, $1,500.00 for as built plans, $150.00 for street signs and $700.00 for inspection fee per the Engineering Department.  Mr. Pease seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Greene motioned to approve the Covenant based on the recommendation of Town Counsel.  Mr. Pease seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Pease motioned to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.  Mr. Greene seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
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