Board of Selectmen

Minutes of April 14, 2015
Selectmen’s Chamber, Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, Jim Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Town Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Ms. Richardson began the meeting with a brief statement regarding the most recent issues pertaining to her animals.  Ms. Richardson stated that “it has been an honor to serve you on the Board and as your Chairman for the past five years”.
Ms. Richardson stated that she would be stepping down as Chair “in order that the Board of Selectmen can effectively continue to address the Town’s business and resolve the budgetary and staffing challenges presenting themselves in the best interest of the Town, and without further distraction”.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Duggan stated that the budget articles are currently being reviewed for the Board’s May 12, 2015 meeting.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Finance Committee will be holding a public hearing on April 27, 2015 and the Town’s Annual Report has been sent to the printer.  Mr. Duggan discussed the Town Hall construction and stated that the doors at Town Hall are being replaced.  Mr. Duggan stated that as of March 24, 2015 the ADA Consent Decree has been lifted from the Town.  Mr. Duggan thanked Attorney Hall and Mr. Edwards for all of their work with the ADA Consent Decree.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has spoken with the DHCD regarding the need economic development and senior housing in Dracut.
COMMUNITY INPUT:
Mrs. Betsey Murphy, 41 Adams Road, appeared before the Board to discuss the funding pertaining to the Dracut Public Schools.  Mrs. Murphy stated that Superintendent Stone presented a Power Point presentation at last night’s School Committee meeting.  Mrs. Murphy discussed the level service budget and the $1.2 million dollar gap after speaking with the Town Manager.  Mrs. Murphy discussed lack of funding, loss of students and asked that they work in collaboration with the Board of Selectmen.
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WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief Brouillette appeared before the Board and discussed the recent blasts at Brox Industries.  Chief Brouillette provided graphs showing PPV Max allowable 2.0 and Decibels Max allowed 133 for 2014 and 2015.  Chief Brouillette discussed how the Decibels and PPV work and stated that all blasts are required to have a Fire Department detail.  Chief Brouillette stated that the residents in Dracut are well protected.  Mr. Archinski asked about blasting in the proximity of pipelines?  Chief Brouillette stated that all utilities are within the safe limit as data has been gathered at a National level.
Chairman DiRocco called for a 5 minute recess at 7:20 p.m.

The meeting resumed at 7:26 p.m.

* Selectwoman Tami Dristiliaris – Motion to Remove Cathy Richardson as Chairperson of the Board of Selectmen – Chairman DiRocco explained that this motion was no longer needed as Ms. Richardson stepped down as Chairperson at the beginning of the meeting.
APPOINTMENTS:
* Tom Bomil & Jim Scanlon – Give Update on Lowell Regional Transit Authority (LRTA) – Mr. Tom Bomil and Jim Scanlon appeared before the Board to give an update on the LRTA.  Mr. Scanlon stated that Dracut became involved with the LRTA in 1976 and discuss the current Road Runner Routes.  Ms. Bethany Loveless, Council on Aging Director, appeared before the Board to discuss her work with the LRTA.  Ms. Loveless explained that two vehicles run from the Senior Center five days a week.  Ms. Loveless stated that the LRTA would be providing a third bus three days a week for long distance medical appointments to Boston Hospitals such as; Lahey Clinic, VA’s and the Southern NH Medical Center.  Mr. Scanlon thanked Mr. Bomil for doing a great job on the Board.  Mr. Scanlon discussed how the LRTA funds operate within the 13 Communities.  Mr. Scanlon discussed the Road Runners transportation and stated that the all forms are on the LRTA website.
AGENDA ITEMS:
* Mike Buxton, Public Works Director – Proposed Nashua road Reconstruction – Mr. Mike Buxton, Department of Public Works Director and Mr. Ronald Desrosiers from MDM Transportation appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed Nashua Road reconstruction project.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that the project is similar to the Arlington 

(Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of April 14, 2015)

Street project.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that the project will be 1.1 miles of reconstruction of Nashua Road.  Mr. Desrosiers discussed the incorporation of all modes of transportation, traffic volumes and accident locations.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that Mass DOT and the Northern Middlesex Metropolitan Planning Agency have reviewed the project need form and have given the project preliminary endorsement.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that $4.6 million will be through a State Funding Grant and will take four years to design.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that a shovel would be in the ground in 2021.  Mr. Archinski asked about a traffic light at Lakeview Avenue and Nashua Road.  Mr. Duggan stated that when he has visited businesses in that area they have concerns about that intersection.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that the next step would be to have a workshop with the residents in that area.
* Mike Buxton, Public Works Director – Proposed Cross Road, Colburn Avenue and Crosby Roan Intersection Improvements – Mr. Mike Buxton, Department of Public Works Director and Mr. Ronald Desrosiers from MDM Transportation appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed intersection improvements.  Mr. Buxton discussed Chapter 90 approval and stated that PJ Keating Company has granted the Town the necessary easements to realign the intersection and make the necessary improvements.  Mr. Buxton reviewed the existing conditions plan and proposed conditions plan with the Board and discussed relocating the utilities.  Mr. Duggan discussed the existing three way stop signs at the intersection and with these proposed improvements accidents should be less likely to happen there.
* TRE Torri, LLC & A & G Realty Trust, 61-66 Silva Lane – Special Permit Detention Basin Maintenance Association Approval – Mr. Paul Scenna and Gilda Albanese from Albanese D&S, Inc. appeared before the Board to discuss the Special Permit pertaining to the Detention Basin Maintenance Association approval.  Attorney Hall stated that the approval is for the care of the detention basin on the property.  Ms. Albanese stated that they have been maintaining the detention pond since the Silva Lane Declaration of Easement and Owner’s Association document was filed.  Attorney Hall stated that he has reviewed the document and it is fine.
Motion made by Ms. Richardson to approve the Association for maintenance of the detention basin as constituted in the Silva Lane Declaration of Easement and Owner’s Association document.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Request for Common Victualler License – Anthony J. Taranto d/b/a A.J. Taranto Services, 361 Tyngsboro Road – Motion made by Ms. Richardson to approve the Common Victualler License for Anthony J. Taranto d/b/a A.J. Taranto Services.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Request for Common Victualler License – H-Donuts Dracut, Inc. d/b/a Heav’nly Donuts, 592 Merrimack Avenue – Mr. Jimmy Saragas appeared before the Board to request a Common Victualler License.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has met with the 
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owners and discussed the Letter of Intent for a TIF which will be on the Town Meeting Warrant at the June Town Meeting.
Motion made by Ms. Richardson to approve the Common Victualler License for H-Donuts, Inc. d/b/a Heav’nly Donuts.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Acceptance of $5,000 Donation from ZAOM, LLC for Environmental Review for 970 Broadway Road – Mr. Duggan stated that this Environmental review is for the old Exxon property at 970 Broadway Road.  Mr. Duggan stated that the current owners will provide the LSP and Weston & Sampson will be conducting the work.  Mr. Duggan stated that this will also be on the Town Meeting Warrant at the June Town Meeting as the owner would like to rezone the parcel to industrial.

* Ongoing Discussion Regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Ms. Richardson stated that the Coalition meeting scheduled for April 27, 2015 has been rescheduled to the North Reading Town Hall at 10:00 a.m.  Ms. Richardson stated that Mary Lou Hanley from Spectra Energy would be presenting to the Board sometime after July 1st.  Ms. Richardson read a copy of the Groton’s letter to Kinder Morgan regarding the accessing of properties.
Ms. Caroline Zuk, 100 Parker Road appeared before the Board and stated that there are many important issues in Town regarding the proposed pipeline.  Ms. Zuk stated that Kinder Morgan’s proposal should be looked a closer and that the residents are concerned with the confidence of the Town’s leaders and State Representative.  Ms. Zuk discussed losses and gains regarding the proposed pipeline and stated that residents have questions and what impact with the proposed pipeline have on businesses.  Ms. Zuk discussed her farm and stated that Farmer Dave would be losing an orchard with the proposed pipeline route.  Ms. Zuk discussed the FERC scoping meeting and stated that there was speculation that Dracut would be hosting a FERC meeting and asked if the Board would look further into that.  Ms. Zuk stated that the next Pipeline Awareness Group meeting would be held on April 30, 2015 at the Dracut American Legion at 7:00 p.m.  Ms. Zuk stated that the residents need to understand what is happening.
Mr. Duggan stated that the requests that have come in from Kinder Morgan to access Town property have been denied and the requests will continued to be denied.

Ms. Richardson asked that the creation of a letter to Kinder Morgan regarding accessing properties be placed on the next agenda.

* Robert Kohanski – Request for Re-Appointment to Historical Commission – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to Re-Appoint Robert Kohanski to the Historical Commission.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
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* Harvey Gagnon – Request for Re-Appointment to Historical Commission – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to Re-Appoint Harvey Gagnon to the Historical Commission.  Motion seconded by Ms. Richardson.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Albert Ogonowski – Request for Re-Appointment to Agricultural Commission – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to Re-Appoint Albert Ogonowski to the Agricultural Commission.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Norma Taplin – Request for Re-Appointment to Agricultural Commission – Motion make by Mrs. Dristiliaris to Re-Appoint Norma Taplin to the Agricultural Commission.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Government Rules and Regulations Committee, Affordable Housing Partnership Committee, Conservation Commission and Dracut Cultural Council are looking for new members.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
* Healthy Communities Work Group – Ms. Richardson stated that the Group met on March 10, 2015 and they discussed the summer lunch program, grant writing and the Greater Lowell Health Alliance presentation scheduled for May 13, 2015.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Group’s next meeting is scheduled for May 22, 2015 and they are asking Pharmacists to come to the meeting to discuss opiate abuse, etc.  Ms. Richardson stated that they also discussed hosting a health fair during this year’s flu clinic with information pertaining to overdoses and suicide issues.  Ms. Richardson stated that they also discussed providing teacher training and interviewing local residents and professionals and creating a video for DATV.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.
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