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Dracut Recreation Commission Minutes of April 8, 2013


Dracut Recreation Commission

Minutes of April 8, 2013
Dracut Central Fire Station
Present: Michael Parent, Denis Kennedy, Steven Talbot, Daniel Mallahan, George Roy, Jamie Desmarais, Recreation Director Lori Cahill and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu.

Absent: Charles Braley, George Malonis, Robert Gantz and Shannon Mitton-Talbot
Mr. Parent opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m.

Community Input: No one signed in under Community Input.
Community Preservation Committee Update: 

Mr. Parent discussed the Community Preservation Committee’s (CPC) meeting last Tuesday night and discussed the construction of the Dadak property.  Mrs. Cahill showed the Board the Dadak plan titled Open Space RDA Plan dated April 2, 2009.  Mrs. Cahill stated that a Development Committee will be created and once the Committee is put together she will ask that someone from Pop Warner is appointed to it.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Dadak property would have a multi purpose field for football, lacrosse, soccer, etc.  Mrs. Cahill stated that field lights have already been proposed for the multi purpose field.  Mrs. Cahill stated that there will need to be 200 to 225 parking spaces to accommodate the programs that would be using the field.  Mrs. Cahill discussed the wetland and slope issues and the property will need retaining walls.  Mrs. Cahill stated she has no problem permitting the field to Pop Warner from August through December each year because she knows that Pop Warner needs a home.  Mr. Talbot discussed the CPC wanting to purpose the design phase for this June Town Meeting.  Mrs. Cahill stated that it cost 3 million to construct Dillon McAnespie Park and it would probably cost 2 to 2 ½ million to build the Dadak property.

Pop Warner Representatives re: Dadak Property Development:
Mr. Mark Rossetti, Dracut Pop Warner President, appeared before the Board to discuss the Dadak property and stated that Pop Warner does need a place of their own.  Mr. Rossetti discussed the land they are possibly purchasing on Nashua Road and stated that land would be used for cheerleading and a storage facility.  Mr. Rossetti stated that the School Department has been very good to Pop Warner and stated that the Dadak property would be great for them.  Mr. Rossetti stated that they need an area where they can have the use lights for their practices.  Mr. Talbot discussed Pop Warner, lacrosse and soccer having fundraisers to purchase turf for the Dadak property because the CPC can not purchase turf for the field.  Mr. Talbot asked if the CPC could pay for the installation of the turf?  Mrs. Cahill stated that she would check with the CPC about the installation of turf.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the CPC can not pay for the construction of a concession stand either.  Mr. Brian Martin, Dracut Pop Warner, stated that they can get the groups together to discuss what is needed at the Dadak property.  Mrs. Cahill suggested asking for $100,000 for the design phase for the Dadak property.  Mr. Rossetti discussed the sizes needed for a football field and discussed a soccer field being the largest of the two.
Christine Mousseau – Jacob Coupal – Dracut Baseball:

Mrs. Mousseau appeared before the Board to discuss her son, Jacob Coupal, being able to play recreation baseball this season even though he lives in Pelham, NH.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Recreation Department received an anonymous letter stating that Jacob lives in Pelham, NH.  Ms. Mousseau stated that they moved to Pelham, NH last April 2012 but her parents live in Dracut and that was the address she used on Jacob’s registration.  Ms. Mousseau stated that her husband is a business owner in Dracut and is asking for the Board’s approval for Jacob to continue to play Recreation Baseball in Dracut.  Ms. Mousseau stated that Jacob’s dad has coached in the past and she has been strong in supporting Dracut Baseball.  Ms. Mousseau stated that Pelham, NH is merging with Windham, NH to play baseball for Jacob’s age group.  Mr. Talbot asked if Mr. Mousseau is a business owner in Dracut, and a taxpayer, can Jacob play in Dracut?  Mrs. Cahill stated that Town Council stated that Jacob needs to be a Dracut resident to play Dracut Recreation sports.  Mr. Parent discussed the liability if something was to happen to Jacob and he is not a Dracut resident.  Mrs. Cahill discussed the Town Charter and how it works for Dracut residents.  Mrs. Mousseau discussed using the business address as Jacob’s residency and stated that she can sign a waiver regarding liability.  Mrs. Mousseau stated that Pelham, NH does not have a league that can house Jacob’s age.  Mr. Parent stated that Mrs. Cahill would contact Town Counsel with the questions and get back to her with whether or not Jacob can continue to play.
Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Roy to accept the minutes of March 4, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Financial Accounts: 
Mrs. Cahill stated that she would ask Ann Vandal to attend the May meeting to discuss how to proceed with the financials for the new fiscal year.
Motion made by Mr. Mallahan to accept the Financial Reports as presented.  Motion seconded by Mr. Desmarais.  Motion passed unanimously.

Action Items:

* Skateboard Park – Mrs. Cahill stated that the Skateboard Park Sub-Committee met before tonight’s Board meeting and the Sub-Committee is going to keep the rules and regulations the same as last season.  Mrs. Cahill discussed Mr. Cuddy’s concerns with the Skateboard Park.  Mr. Parent stated that he was at Monahan Field this weekend and there were not many incidents as he watched purposely.
* Community Preservation Committee (CPC) Update – Mr. Parent stated that the CPC would like a revised priority list including estimated amounts for each project.  The Board discussed the projects and came up with the following estimates:
1.) Dadak design not to exceed $100,000

2.) Bathrooms at Monahan Field $42,000

3.) Carrick Field – Ken Lania is drawing up the plans and will give the CPC an estimated amount

4.) Campbell School Basketball Courts Resurfacing $15,000

5.) Drainage at Veteran’s Memorial Park $150,000

6.) Hovey Field $15,000, Campbell School Baseball Field $25,000 and Interval Field $25,000

7.) Dillon McAnespie Basketball Courts $10,000

8.) Monahan Field Backstops not to exceed $6,000 for Field 1 and 2

Boys Basketball:

Mr. Gantz was not present at the meeting.
Girls Basketball:

Mr. Parent stated that the Board would have the Girl’s Summer Basketball preliminary budget at the next meeting.  Mr. Parent discussed the poles and adjustable hoops for Dillon McAnespie being approved at the last meeting but they are going to wait to see if they can get the money for the poles from the Community Preservation Committee before they order them.  Mr. Parent stated that they would ask the Department of Public Works to install the poles at Dillon McAnespie.  Mr. Parent discussed Mr. Braley possibly staying on as the Girl’s Basketball President.  Mrs. Cahill stated that Mr. Braley needed to rescind his resignation if he is staying on.
Baseball: 

Mr. Talbot discussed the permits for the baseball school fields.  Mr. Talbot discussed Dave Lambert being suspended from coaching last year for one-year and stated that Mr. Lambert could come back in front of the Baseball Board and request to be an assistant coach this season.  Mr. Talbot discussed getting quotes for a broadcasting tower at Dillon McAnespie.  Mr. Talbot provided the Board with the Dracut Baseball 2013 Spring Preliminary Budget.
Motion made by Mr. Talbot to accept the Dracut Baseball 2013 Spring Preliminary Budget.  Motion seconded by Mr. Roy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Talbot discussed purchasing a net at Dillon McAnespie so the baseballs won’t end up in the walking path or the wetland.  Mr. Talbot discussed Chelmsford offering a special needs baseball league for free.
Softball: 

Mr. Roy stated that all is going well and the tournament last weekend went well.  Mr. Roy stated that he would have the amount that the tournament brought in for the next meeting.  Mr. Roy stated the season starts April 22nd and he would email the preliminary softball budget to be approved at the next meeting.
Skiing: 

Mrs. Cahill stated that the Skiing program is overbudget due to the amount of free lunch participants this past season.
NFL Flag Football:
Mr. Mallahan stated that he would like the flier to go out by early June and they would be going up $5.00 on the registration fee for the upcoming season.
Wrestling:

Mr. Desmarais stated that the Wrestling program is finished for this season.
New Business: 

* Summer Boy’s & Girl’s Basketball – Already doing registrations
* The next meeting was scheduled for May 6, 2013

Old Business:

* NFL Flag Football – Mr. Mallahan stated that they would have registration information for the next meeting.
* Fall Baseball – Mr. Talbot stated that they are working on gathering the information for Fall Baseball registrations.
Motion made by Mr. Talbot to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
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