Board of Selectmen

Minutes of April 8, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, John J. Zimini, Tony Archinski, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall, Jr. and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6:03 p.m.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session to discuss ongoing negotiations of the New Town Manager’s Contract.
Motion made by Mr. Cox to go into Executive Session.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Roll Call Vote:

Robert Cox – Yes


Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tony Archinski – Yes


John Zimini – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting resumed at 6:16 p.m. with no votes being taken.

Continuation of Dracut Police Department Alarm By-Law and Regulations

Deputy Chief Chartrand appeared before the Board and stated that Attorney Hall has reviewed the presented document.

Deputy Chartrand discussed the Board having some issues with various fees and fines included in the By-Law and made the following recommendations:

Section 2E – Deputy Chartrand stated that the Board could eliminate the permitting fee and stated that the proposed fine schedule is lower than any other Community.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Eliminate the Residential Permitting Fee.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Under Discussion:

Mr. DiRocco stated that he was afraid fining resident will cause people to shut their alarms off.

Deputy Chartrand stated that the permitting fee was to ensure the residents information was updated yearly.

Motion passed unanimously.
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Section 2F – Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Eliminate the Commercial Permitting Fee.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
Section 2I – Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Eliminate the Renewal Fee for Residential & Commercial Buildings.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Section 2J – Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Eliminate the Late Charge.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Section 3B – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Eliminate the Fail to Appear Fee.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Under Discussion:

The Board discussed the difference between a resident being out of Town or a resident that deliberately ignores their alarm.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Amend Eliminating the Fail to Appear Fee to a $15.00 fee with additional wording “more than once or without good cause”.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mr. DiRocco voted No.
Section 3C – The Board discussed the proposed fees for false alarms.  Deputy Chartrand stated that most Communities charge a three false alarm per month fee.

Mr. DiRocco discussed what is a false alarm?

Ms. Richardson gave the definition of a false alarm stated in the proposed By-Law.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the alarms are doing what they are supposed to do.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Third ($25.00), Fourth ($35.00) and Fifth ($50.00) False Alarm Fees with the Reduced Fees.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Section 3C – The Board discussed the service charge.
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Accept the Service Charge of $5.00.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Section 3K – Deputy Chartrand discussed residents refusing to complete the application and the need for the Police Department to have the contact information themselves.  Deputy Chartrand discussed having one set of rules that apply to everyone.
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Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Accept the Service Charge Reduced Fee of $20.00.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed 3 to 2.  Mr. DiRocco and Mr. Archinski voted No.

Section 3N – Deputy Chartrand discussed chronic abusers of the system needing to be fined.  Deputy Chartrand stated that this would be for residents who have ignored the process and also there are some businesses that ignore the Police Departments requests to fix their alarms.
Attorney Hall discussed considering language stating “no less than or no more than”.

Ms. Richardson discussed the hearing process for a revoked permit.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Accept the Fining Fee Reduced Fee of $50.00 with adding the wording “$50.00 and not more than $100.00”.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed 3 to 2.  Mr. DiRocco and Mr. Archinski voted No.

Section 4C – Deputy Chartrand discussed not being able to contact the alarm user.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to Accept the Public Nuisance Reduced Fee, First Offense ($25.00) and Second Offense ($50.00).  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Deputy Chartrand stated that he would revise the Alarm By-Law and Regulations to reflect the changes made.

Mr. Archinski stated that he would like time to review the document once the revision are made.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board would review the document and the revisions on April 15, 2014 at 6:45 p.m.

Ms. Richardson called a recess at 6:58 p.m.

The meeting resumed at 7:05 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Ms. Richardson also extended the Board’s condolences to the Gauthier Family.
Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.
Town Manager’s Report – Mrs. Vandal stated that the mailing that has been sent to residents from American Water Resource is not Town sponsored.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Planning Board is having a public hearing on April 9, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the Medical Marijuana Dispensary By-Law.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Assessor’s Office has gone under a complete evaluation and all of the Assessor’s cards have been visited and the Department of Revenue was very impressed.  Mrs. Vandal thanked the Assessor’s Office for all of their hard work.
Mr. Zimini asked Mrs. Vandal about the status of the Parker Avenue lease?  Mrs. Vandal stated that from April 1st, 2014 through the end of the year the lease is paid in full.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the check for December 1st, 2013 through March 31st, 2014 was short and she did not accept the payment.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Attorney Hall is researching the matter at this time.  Mr. Zimini stated that he would like to proceed with eviction proceedings at the next meeting.

Ms. Richardson introduced Mr. James Duggan to the audience and stated that during Executive Session the Board reviewed Mr. Duggan’s Employment Agreement.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to have the Board of Selectmen sign the Employment Agreement for Mr. James Duggan.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Roll Call Vote:

Robert Cox – James Duggan

Joseph DiRocco – James Duggan

Tony Archinski – James Duggan
John Zimini – James Duggan

Cathy Richardson – James Duggan

Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to accept the Town Manager’s Contract.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Duggan thanked the Board for the unanimous vote and stated that this an opportunity of a lifetime.  Mr. Duggan stated that he is originally from Lowell and he is happy to be relocating to the Community.  Mr. Duggan stated that he is very excited for this opportunity.  Mr. Duggan stated that he would start his position on May 5, 2014.

Ms. Richardson stated that we would have not gotten through the past six months without Mr. Edwards and Mrs. Vandal.  Ms. Richardson stated that they should be proud of the wonderful job they have done.
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AGENDA ITEMS:

* Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, LLC – Presentation on Proposed Natural Gas Pipeline and Questions – Ms. Richardson stated that a public hearing will follow at some point that this is just an information presentation.  Mr. Allen Fore from Kinder Morgan appeared before the Board to present and discuss the proposed project route.  Mr. Fore stated that this is the very early stages of a multi-year project for a natural gas pipeline.  Mr. Fore explained that they would be expanding the existing pipeline.  Mr. Fore discussed gas prices, constraints and the crisis in New England with the limited pipeline capacity into the region.  Mr. Fore stated that additional infrastructure is needed as they would be expanding from New York into Massachusetts ending the pipeline in Dracut.  Mr. Fore stated that right now they are in the exploratory phase and they are asking for customers commitments.  Mr. Fore stated that the next phase is the permit preparation, forums and meetings.  Mr. Fore stated that they would be expecting 2018 as the in service date.  Mr. Fore discussed Federal and Local level permitting.  Mr. Fore stated the exact route is still being determined and they would not be expanding near our Schools and they are just requesting survey permission at this time.  Mr. Fore stated that the pipeline would generate 3,000 or more construction jobs with using 100% Union workers.  Mr. Fore stated that 25 million dollars would be distributed to the taxing bodies with longer term energy to the area.  Mr. Fore stated that the permitting process would start sometime in the fall.
Mr. Archinski asked who they needed to permit with?  Mr. Fore stated that the will need Federal, State and Local permits.

Mr. DiRocco asked if the Board would be notified when the permitting process begins?  Mr. Fore stated that they could update the Town on a regular basis.  Mr. Fore stated that they would be applying for a FERCK Docket number, would distribute newsletters, etc.

Mr. Archinski asked how long will the created jobs last for?  Mr. Fore stated that the jobs would last for at least two years.

Mr. Archinski asked if there were any safety issues with crossing lines?  Mr. Fore state no, they have crossed lines before.

Mr. Archinski stated that many residents are worry about the destruction of their properties and asked when will they know the exact route?  Mr. Fore stated that they would use the least impactful way on any property.

Mr. Fore discussed the pipeline being the safest way to transport gas.  Mr. Fore discussed the safety protocols in place, automatic shut off valves, etc.

Mr. Archinski asked why would the pipeline end in Dracut?  Mr. Fore stated that there are other transmission lines in Dracut.
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Mr. Edwards stated that he would put the information provided by Mr. Fore on the Town’s website and also ask Dracut Cable Access to put on the local cable channel.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board would like as much information as Mr. Fore could provide for the residents.

Ms. Richardson called a recess at 7:54 p.m.

The meeting resumed at 8:07 p.m.

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC HEARING:

* National Grid Pole Petition – Arthur Ave & Bridge Street – Mr. Dave Boucher appeared before the Board and discussed the abutter at 11 Arthur Avenue having a previous issue with the relocation of the pole.  Mr. Boucher stated that he met with the abutters and spoke to them about their issues which they resolved.  Mr. Boucher stated that the abutter has a concern about her side of the road and the height of the wires.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to grant the pole petition for Arthur Ave & Bridge Street.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEMS (Cont’d):

* Debbie Koniowka, 1052 Methuen St – Discuss Relocation of a Telephone Pole and School Flashing Warning Light – Ms. Debbie Koniowka and Mr. Jack Carroll appeared before the Board and stated that they have spoken with Mr. Mike Buxton, Director of Public Works who has agreed to move the flashing light from in front of their home which is now currently an eye sore.  Ms. Koniowka stated that Mr. Buxton stated that he would be leaving the telephone pole which has the conduit for the electricity to the flashing light.  Ms. Koniowka discussed the State picking up most of the cost of the existing project and respectfully requested that the telephone pole be moved with the flashing light.  Mr. Buxton appeared before the Board and stated that the Town is putting in the sidewalk not the State.  Mr. Buxton explained that at the intersection of Tellier Way and Methuen St is all ledge.  Mr. Buxton stated that National Grid will not move the existing pole.  Mr. Buxton stated that the pole has been there for ten years and he does not have the money in his budget to move the pole.  Mr. Zimini discussed solar flashing lights.  Mr. Carroll stated that only two homes have poles in front of their homes.  Mr. Zimini asked Mrs. Vandal to ask the School Department about a flashing solar light.  Mrs. Vandal stated that this matter can be dealt with internally.
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* Chris Ferguson, Cable Advisory Committee – Equipment for the Meeting Room at the New Town Hall – Mr. Chris Ferguson from the Cable Advisory Committee appeared before the Board to request an additional $4,000 for additional equipment for the New Town Hall meeting room projector which will allow residents to see any presentation being shown during a meeting at home.  Mr. Ferguson stated that this equipment was not in the original budget.  Mr. Ferguson explained that the money come out of the Technology Fund.
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve $4,000 out of the Technology Fund for the additional equipment requested.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gary Meuse stated that the presentation station at the New Town Hall includes the projector, mounting, etc. which was not included in the original quote.

* Ellis Neofotistos – Requesting Re-Appointment to the Dracut Agricultural Commission

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Re-Appoint Ellis Neofotistos to the Dracut Agricultural Commission.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Board of Selectmen Fee Schedule – Mrs. Vandal presented the Board with a list of increases for the Board’s permitting fees.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the increases are a gradual change and she knows that the Board does not want to put people out of business.  Mrs. Vandal stated that with the increases Dracut is still lower than all other Communities.
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to accept the recommendation of the Acting Town Manager regarding the Board of Selectmen licensing fees.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 3-1-1.  Ms. Richardson voted No.  Mr. Cox abstained from voting.

Mr. DiRocco stated that hopefully in increases are low enough to not hurt business owners.

Mr. Zimini stated that the increases are long overdue and the future Board should review the fees along the way.  Mr. Zimini stated that Dracut’s fees are more than fair.

Ms. Richardson stated that she is anxious about comparing Dracut to other Communities.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee and the Sewer Commission are looking for new members.
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SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Dracut Housing Authority – Mr. DiRocco stated that they are still waiting to meet with the Dracut Housing Authority again.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of March 11, 2014 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting at 8:40 p.m.
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