Board of Selectmen

Minutes of August 12, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, James Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Warrant Approval for State Primary – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Special Permit Submittal – Middlesex Village Donut Corp., 1365 Lakeview Avenue – Restaurant Fast Food with a One Lane Drive-Thru Window – Attorney Michael Fadden, 2020 Lakeview Avenue, appeared before the Board and submitted a Special Permit Application to partially relocate and extend the Drive-Thru window at Dunkin Donuts on Lakeview Avenue.  Mr. Duggan read the information on the Special Permit Application.  Mr. Edwards stated that staff would review the application.

The public hearing was scheduled for September 23, 2014.

Town Manager’s Report – Mr. Duggan stated that the moving boxes have been delivered to the Town Hall, Town Hall Annex and Sewer Department.  Mr. Duggan stated that on August 29th the New Town Hall would be in substantial compliance, September 2nd the IT and Communications would be started, September 8th the furniture would be delivered and assembled and on September 11th and 12th all departments would be moving into the new building.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Town Hall, Town Hall Annex and Sewer Department would be closed for business on September 11th and 12th and re-open for business on September 15th.  Mr. Duggan stated that the final snow and ice deficit is $337,000 and there is approximately 1.3 million in free cash.  Mr. Duggan stated that September 18th is the warrant article deadline for the November Town Meeting.  Mr. Duggan stated that 509 & 515 Hildreth Street have been demolished and the Monahan bathroom project is in the designs stage.  Mr. Duggan discussed the High School project and that the priority areas are ready for the open of school.  Mr. Duggan stated that the concert and fireworks are scheduled for August 28th.
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Mr. Duggan stated that he was nominated for the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge by the Board and accepted the challenge as it is a worthy cause.
Report from Police Chief – Chief Richardson appeared before the Board and discussed the Police Department statistics for June 1, 2014 through July 31, 2014.  Chief Richardson discussed this year’s calls to this year’s calls.  Chief Richardson stated that the four student officers are in their tenth week of training.  Chief Richardson discussed staffing and overtime shifts and the Willowdale Beach concerns.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the residents in the area of Owen & Ollie’s concerns with speed and traffic.  Chief Richardson stated that there have been no recent calls for parking, etc. in that neighborhood.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Deputy Chief Chartrand was going to complete a report regarding his finding in that neighborhood.  Mr. Archinski asked if the Chief could look at the number of house breaks and show that on the report.  Chief Richardson discussed the information that is provided on the monthly report.  Mr. Archinski stated that he send the information he would like to see on the report to the Public Safety Sub-Committee to reivew with the Chief/
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Public Hearing – Pole Petition, Wheeler Road, Remove One (1) Pole and Place One (1) Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joe Gleason from Verizon, appeared before the Board and discussed the proposed plan.
Mr. Dana Taplin, 489 Wheeler Rd, appeared before the Board and stated that the proposed pole is near his driveway and would impede on getting his trucks into his driveway.  Mr. Taplin discussed replacing the existing pole and running wires.  Mr. Taplin stated that he did speak with the Engineer from Verizon and discussed a possible solution but Verizon would need to get approval from homeowner.  Mr. Taplin continued his discusses regarding the pole near his driveway and his concerns.  Mr. Gleason stated that the only thing the Engineer has the authority to do is prepare the plans.  Mr. Taplin discussed crossing poles being underneath the power lines.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to dissaprove the Pole Petition for Wheeler Road.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Pole Petition, Catherine Street, Remove One (1) Pole and Place One (1) Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joe Gleason from Verizon, appeared before the Board and discussed the proposed plan.
No abutters spoke for or against the proposed pole petition.
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Motion made by Mr. Archinski to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Pole Petition for Catherine Street.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Pole Petition, Methuen Street, Place One (1) Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joe Gleason from Verizon, appeared before the Board and discussed the proposed plan.  Mr. Gleason stated that the proposed pole is accommodating the existing roadwork.  Mr. Edwards stated that a resident was concerned if a transformer would be on the pole and gave him the telephone number for National Grid.  Mr. Matt Connelly, 983 Methuen Street, appeared before the Board and stated that he just purchased the property and he does not want the existing wall or trees removed.  Mr. DiRocco asked if a representative from National Grid was in attendance?  Mr. Gleason requested that the Board table the public hearing until the next meeting so a representative for National Grid could be at the meeting.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to continue the public hearing until September 9, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Billy’s Variety, Inc., 636 Merrimack Avenue, Transfer of Wine & Malt Packaged Goods Store License – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Attorney Daniel Notaro appeared before the Board to request the transfer of the wine and malt license for Billy’s Variety.  Attorney Notaro stated that the applicant has purchased the store, deli, kitchen and lottery.  Attorney Notaro stated that the applicant lives in Billerica and has been in the food business for 13 years.  Attorney Notaro stated that the applicant would like to open in September from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
No one spoke for or against the proposed transfer of the wine and malt license.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Archinski sent condolences to Billy’s family.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to transfer the wine and malt license.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEMS:
Lori Cahill, Recreation Director – Discuss Dracut Skateboard Park – Mrs. Cahill appeared before the Board and stated that the Recreation Commission came up with guidelines for the use of the Skateboard Park but did not know if the guidelines would be 
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implemented this summer.  Mrs. Cahill discussed timeframes and stated that the Park could re-open next spring with the following guidelines:

· Full time adult monitor

· Closed while Softball is using Monahan Field

· Open 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

· Open 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for skaters 13 and under

· Registration process through Recreation Department

· Rules and Regulations Signage with Town Counsel’s approval

· Helmets are mandatory

· Commitment from Police Department

Mrs. Cahill stated that there was only one skateboard present at the Recreation Commission meeting.  Mr. DiRocco questioned skateboarder not being able to skate when Softball is playing.  Mr. Archinski stated that Mrs. Dristiliaris and he attended both Recreation Commission meetings and discussed skateboarding not being a parental sport as not a lot of parents have involvement with skateboarding.  Mr. Archinski stated that he would take the Recreation Commission’s recommendations right now but wants to put more work into this.  Mr. Duggan recommended not moving forward with the Park this summer and would also recommend to internally look at the actual need for the Park.  Mr. DiRocco discussed establishing hours and guidelines.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to re-open the Skateboard Park in the spring with further information to be provided to the Board.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Beverly Woods, NMCOG – Explain the Permitting Process for a Natural Gas Pipeline at the Federal, State and Local Level (Possible opportunities for Public Forums as Requested by Selectwoman Tami Dristiliaris) – Ms. Richardson discussed the Pipeline Coalition meetings.  Ms. Woods gave a powerpoint presentation titled Permitting Process for an Interstate Natural Gas Pipeline Project.  Ms. Woods discussed the maps on the NMCOG website and stated that the proposed route is likely to change by 400’ in each direction per Kinder Morgan.  Mr. Archinski discussed scheduling a Kinder Morgan open house.  Ms. Woods stated that Kinder Morgan would be having open houses in Massachusettes.  Ms. Woods stated that the Board could send a letter to FERC and Kinder Morgan asking the Dracut host a meeting.  Mr. Duggan discussed the regional meetings and that Dracut could be a host area.  Mr. Duggan discussed compressor sites and stated that he visited Hopkinton and they have a compressor station which is secluded in a secure area.  Mr. Duggan stated that the compressor station was not loud and you wouldn’t even know it was there.  Mr. Dana Taplin, 489 Wheeler Road, appeared before the Board and stated that he googled compressor stations and that Hopkinton is the largest station.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the process is very overwhelming and that is why a public forum is needed.
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Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that Colleen Garry is hosting a public forum on September 17th, September 18th or another date.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Board would not have any information until the pre-filing with FERC is completed.  Ms. Richardson stated that there will be volumes of information to go through.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that having a public forum will allow the public to have an opportunity to ask questions.  Mr. Archinski stated that he would rather get an open house meeting in Dracut.  Ms. Woods stated they don’t have any answers to questions as they don’t have the details of the project yet until the pre-filing with FERC.  Mr. Duggan stated that Colleen Garry has received Kinder Morgan’s commitment to come back and discussed the Agawam compressor station tax revenue.  Ms. Richardson discussed if the Town wanted to be a Town interveenor or the Coalition registering as an interveenor and having a public forum.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the public forum would happen.  Ms. Richardson stated that she didn’t want to waste the residents time when the Board does not have any answers right not.  Ms. Richardson stated that a public forum should happen at the end of September after the FERC pre-filing by Kinder Morgan.
Ann Vandal, Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director – Discuss Bond Anticipation Note (BAN) – Ms. Vandal discussed the pipeline having personal property value.  Mrs. Vandal discussed temporary borrowing for the High School, Town Hall and salt shed.  Mrs. Vandal discussed the BAN to be $2.085,308 million with a .55% interest rate.
Joseph DiRocco, Selectman – Discuss Land on Lakeview Avenue Reverted Back to the Town from the Dracut Housing Authority – Mr. DiRocco discussed the recent Housing Sub-Committee meeting and the discussion regarding the land on Lakeview Avenue reverted back to the Town.  Mr. DiRocco discussed if the Board would be willing to revert the land back to the Housing Authority for possible elderly housing?  Mr. DiRocco discussed the need for a feasibility study and the possibility of 13 units constructed quickly.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he has not given up on the Richardson property but elderly housing needs to be constructed.  Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed only getting 6 to 10 units on the Lakeview Avenue site and stated that a feasibility study was completed in 2011.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he just wanted to know if the Board would want to give the Lakeview Avenue land back to the Housing Authority?  Mr. Archinski stated that the Housing Authority should ask for the land.  Mr. Archinski stated that he does not feel that Lakeview Avenue is a good property for elderly housing as it is right next to a funeral home.  Mr. Archinski discussed the Parker Avenue baseball field for elderly housing.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Lakeview Avenue property would have to go back to Town Meeting for approval to revert it back to the Housing Authority.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has met with proposed developers of the Loon Hill Road site.  Mr. Duggan stated that they are looking at 78 units with water and sewer hookups and a traffic light.  Mr. Duggan stated that all of the units would be assisted living and memory care.  Mr. Duggan stated that this project would not take residents off of the Dracut Housing list but would create jobs, tax revenue and have no school impact.
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Alexander’s Pharmacy – Review Application for Retail Alcoholic Beverage License – The Board reviewed the additional information regarding the retail alcoholic beverage license to be sent to the ABCC for Alexander’s Pharmacy.

Request for Stop Sign at Sladen Street and Hildreth Street – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve a stop sign at Sladen Street and Hildreth Street.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Stop Sign at Stanton Street and Thissell Avenue – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve a stop sign at Stanton Street and Thissell Avenue.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Request for Common Victualler License – Maria & Joseph, Inc. d/b/a Billy’s Variety, 636 Merrimack Avenue – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Common Victualler License for Billy’s Variety.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Common Victualler License – Sairam Convenience, LLC d/b/a Dracut Convenience, 26 Pleasant Street – Mr. Milan Patel appeared before the Board and stated that he has purchased Dracut Convenience and stated that there will be a change in hours.  Mr. Patel stated that the hours will now be 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Common Victualler License for Dracut Convenience.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for One-Day Liquor License, September 21, 2014 – Owen & Ollie’s Restaurant & Pub, LLC, 91 Mill Street – Mr. Harry Gorman appeared before the Board to request a one-day liquor license for a charity ten-speed bike ride for Catie’s Closet.  Ms. Richardson read the letter dated July 31, 2014 from Harry & Mary Kay Gorman stating the events of the charity bike ride. Mr. Gorman stated that he would be also hiring Police details for the event.
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the one-day liquor license on September 21, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Appointment as a Bonded Constable – Robert Harvey – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to appointment Mr. Robert Harvey as a Bonded Constable.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee and Open Space Committee are looking for new members.
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NEW BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is looking to appoint a fence viewer and the Agricultural Commission and Cable Advisory Committee are looking for new members.

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mr. Archinski stated that he attended his first Zoning By-Law Review Committee meeting.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Minutes of May 13, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Minutes of May 27, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Minutes of June 2, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he hasn’t had a chance to review the Executive Session Minutes and would like to make a motion to table the approval until the next meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Archinski stated that two Police Officers have recently retired.  Mr. Archinski stated that Lt. Tom Barker and Patrolman Len Wagner have retired and thanked the Officers for their years of service.  Mr. Archinski stated that Patrolman Wagner’s goal was to always help people and he wishes them both luck, health and good fortune.

Ms. Richardson stated that Joann Tourville also recently retired as the Police Chief’s Secretary.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
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The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m.
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