Board of Selectmen

Minutes of December 10, 2013
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, Tony Archinski, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: John J. Zimini

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Warrant Approval:
Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Town Manager’s Report:
Mrs. Vandal stated that the Building Inspector and Deputy Police Chief responded to the residents that are having an issue on Varnum Road.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Attorney Hall is currently looking into implementing liens.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Community Preservation Committee and the Dracut Food Pantry Board of Directors would be attending a meeting in the next couple of months.  Mrs. Vandal discussed the bond rating upgrade and stated that the Town has the second highest boding rating which will give the Town a significant savings in the future.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Arlington Street surveying has begun and the Statement of Interest for the Campbell School has been declined.  The Board discussed sending a letter to the School Committee requesting that they give the Board more time to review any Statement of Interest applications.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to have Ann Vandal send a letter to the School Department requesting that they give the Board of Selectmen more time to review any future Statement of Interest applications.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Vandal stated that the Parker School lease is good to go and stated that the Town Hall on Arlington Street would not be a drop off location for Christmas tree recycling this 
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year.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the parking ban is now if effect from December 1, 2013 thru March 15, 2014.
Report from Police Chief – Mutual Aid Agreement:
Chief Richardson and Deputy Chief Chartrand appeared before the Board and asked for their support and approval of the Massachusetts Interagency Mutual Aid Agreement sponsored by the Middlesex Chiefs of Police Association.  Chief Richardson discussed the history of mutual aid and some incidents that created the need for mutual aid.  Chief Richardson stated that a panel was created with all 54 Cities and Town’s in agreement in Middlesex County and the mutual aid policy was created.  Chief Richardson reviewed the letter from Kathleen Graham, Town Clerk, dated December 4, 2013 confirming that the Town did accept Mass General Law Chapter 40, Section 8G on March 24, 1974.  Chief Richardson stated that the mutual aid agreement was discussed with the Union and all of Middlesex County in on board.  Chief Richardson stated that at this time, they do not have a mutual aid agreement with Pelham, NH or Methuen, MA.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Adopt the Memorandum of Understanding for the Middlesex County Police Officers, Interagency Mutual Aid Agreement.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Attorney Hall stated that he reviewed the mutual aid agreement and is ok with it.

Deputy Chartrand provided the Board with the Statistical Data for November 2013.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the decrease in car break-ins, amount of automobile accidents and discussed creating a false alarm fine program.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the money that a fining program would generate.  Mr. DiRocco stated that setting fines may mean more alarms will be disabled.  Deputy Chartrand discussed situations when calls are considered false alarms.  Mr. Archinski asked if a fining program would need to be in the Town By-Laws and if the By-Law Committee would need to review the fining program?  Mr. DiRocco stated that a fining program would need to be looked at more.  Deputy Chartrand stated that a number of Municipalities already have a false alarm fining program in place.  Ms. Richardson recommended starting with the By-Law Sub-Committee first.  Deputy Chartrand stated that Detective Megan Pike responded to the Bank Robbery at TD Bank North and Eastern Bank was robbed this month also.  Deputy Chartrand stated that he conducted a home visit and viewed the area on Varnum Road.  Deputy Chartrand stated that he discussed his finding with the Building Inspector and in order for this to be a Police problem there would need to be a breach of peace, which is not the situation here.  Deputy Chartrand explained that there are about seventy no trespassing signs in this homeowner’s backyard with two big no trespassing signs in the front yard.  Deputy Chartrand explained that he understands the neighbors’ concerns but the Police cannot justify taking any action.  Attorney Hall stated that the Building Inspector also responded to the neighbor by letter.
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Agenda Items:

General Application for License – Frobie’s Café formerly All Mixed Up – Ms. Richardson stated that this request is for a Common Victualler License.
Motion made by Mr. Cox to approve the Common Victualler License.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Guidance re: Town Memorabilia – Mrs. Vandal stated that she would like guidance and suggestions on how to handle Town Memorabilia from the Board.  Mrs. Vandal explained that people are already starting to request items from the Town Hall i.e., woodworking, etc.  Mr. DiRocco stated that the Town has an annual auction if people are interested in any of the memorabilia.  Ms. Richardson stated that some of the memorabilia will be given to the Historical Society and the rest will be available at the Town’s annual auction.
Town Manager Recruitment Contract Modification – Attorney Hall discussed the contract modification and stated that the Board has already signed the contract for $4,500.00.  Attorney Hall stated that the Board will pay $6,000.00 for the four step process which will cover everything.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Collins Center has received twenty applicants for the Town Manager’s position.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to authorize the Acting Town Manager to sign the Town Manager Recruitment Contract with the Collins Center.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:

Fence Viewer – Ms. Richardson stated that the fence viewer position is still available.

Finance Committee – Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee is still looking for members.

New Business:
Eva Laffin – Ms. Richardson stated that she would like to invite Eva Laffin to the next meeting to give her a citation for her work with the Dracut Food Pantry

Skylar Unger – Ms. Richardson stated that she would like to invite Skylar Unger to the next meeting to give her a citation for her work with the Giving Tree at the Lakeview Junior High School.
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Rebecca Duda – Ms. Richardson stated that she had a meeting with Rebecca Duda who applied and received the Massachusetts Society of the Order of the Founders and Patriots of America 2013 Ambassador’s Grant.  Ms. Richardson stated that Tyler Bettencourt was painting a portrait of Mr. Varnum and the Board could tie the painting into the New Town Hall.  Ms. Richardson stated that she like to invite Rebecca Duda to the next meeting to discuss the grant and the creation of Varnum Day.

Pop Warner Cheerleaders – Mr. Cox stated that all four Pop Warner Cheerleading teams are in competitions in Florida.

Casino’s – Ms. Richardson stated that a resident asked her about possible casino’s in Dracut.

Community Calendar:

Ms. Richardson read the information on the Community Calendar.

Executive Session:

7:57 p.m. Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation.  Roll Call vote:
Mr. Cox – Yes


Mr. DiRocco – Yes

Mr. Archinski – Yes

Ms. Richardson – Yes

The regular meeting resumed at 8:15 p.m. with no votes being taken.
Adjournment:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

______________________________________
Cathy Richardson, Chairperson

______________________________________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman
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______________________________________
Robert O. Cox, Clerk

_____________ABSENT________________
John Zimini

_______________________________________
Tony Archinski
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