Board of Selectmen

Minutes of December 30, 2014
Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tami Dristiliaris, Jim Duggan, Town Manager and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Tony Archinski
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:06 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Duggan stated that the Dracut Fire Department did an outstanding job at yesterday’s house fire.  Mr. Duggan stated that there were no injuries and the residents were not home when the fire started.  Mr. Duggan stated that one pet was rescued from the house fire.  Mr. Duggan thanked Wignall Animal Hospital for taking care of the animals during the fire and stated that the Community has continued to impress him.  Mr. Duggan stated that children in the Community have been donating toys, etc. to the family.

AGENDA ITEMS:
* DPW Contract Ratification – Mr. Duggan stated that the DPW Contract has been a pending issue since last May.  Mr. Duggan stated the Contract negotiations started with Mike Buxton, Public Works Director, Ann Vandal, Assistant Town Manager/Finance and Dennis Piendak, Former Town Manager.  Mr. Duggan discussed the change in Workers Compensation under Mass General Law 152 and stated that the DPW workers compensation will be brought down to 60%.  Mr. Duggan discussed the Memorandum of Understanding and stated that the DPW employees will receive retro pay starting July 1st. 2014.  Mr. Duggan discussed a step modification, Senior Foreman’s pay, longevity, work show allowance, out of class compensation and grievance arbitration.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Workers Compensation change will take effect January 1st, 2015.  Mr. Duggan stated that the DPW Union accepted and ratified the agreement.
Mr. DiRocco asked if the negotiations were completed through mediation?  Mr. Duggan stated that a Fact Finder made recommendations to the Mediator.
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Mr. DiRocco stated that the DPW employees keep getting jobs added to them and he wishes that they could give them more money but with the present economy they can’t.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Ratify the Department of Public Works Contract.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Land Management Agreement – Department of Fish and Game, Office of Fishing and Boating Access – Lake Mascuppic – Mr. Duggan discussed having a productive meeting with the Department of Fish and Game and the Office of Fishing and Boating Access regarding the State boat ramp at Lake Mascuppic.  Mr. Duggan stated that the State has agreed to improve the property, install gates, stipe the parking area and create handicap parking spaces.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Land Management Agreement requires the Board’s approval.  Mr. Duggan discussed installing signage and stated that the Police Chief will look at the activity levels at night.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Police Department will have increase patrols during the summer and they will now have the availability to close the parking lot.  Mr. Duggan stated that Lori Cahill, Recreation/Conservation Director, did a very good job with working with the State on this project.
Mrs. Hughes asked when will the improvements happen?  Mr. Duggan stated that the improvements will happen over the next two seasons.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve and sign the Land Management Agreement for Lake Mascuppic.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. DiRocco commended the Fire Department and Police Department for a job well done during the recent house fire.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like to see the Town Manager send letters to both Departments showing thanks for a great job.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

Mr. Duggan stated that they have received the final Decree with tax title for 124 Hampson Street and the property would be auctioned off.  Mr. Duggan stated that once the property is auctioned the owner will have to demolish the property within a certain amount of time.

Mrs. Dristiliaris wished the Gannon Family well and thanked the Community for their support to the Gannon Family.
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ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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