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Dracut Conservation Commission- Minutes of December 5, 2012


Dracut Conservation Commission 

Minutes of December 5, 2012
Harmony Hall
Commissioner’s Present: Victor Olson, James Jendro, John Hassan, Stephen Graham, Tami Dristiliaris (arrived 7:02 p.m.), Elizabeth Martin, Conservation Agent Lori Cahill, and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Commissioner’s Absent: Paul Mercier, Jr.
Mr. Olson opened the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mrs. Martin to approve the minutes of November 7, 2012 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Jendro.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Graham abstained from voting.

Public Hearing/Notice of Intent/ 18 Kelley Rd 145-

Mr. Steven Eriksen from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled “Definitive” Open Space Subdivision Plan dated September 27, 2012 prepared by Village Surveying to construct a roadway, wetland replication, sidewalks, gravel driveway, drainage, grading and associated utilities.  Mr. Eriksen explained that the proposed project is a 20 lot subdivision with three Form A lots.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the proposed project is an open space subdivision with one wetland crossing with 690 square feet of filling.  Mr. Eriksen discussed the proposed culvert, wetland replication area and water shed.  Mr. Richard Alleca from Village Surveying stated that this proposed project was approved by the Planning Board in 2006.  Mrs. Cahill stated that in the Planning Board’s meeting minutes in 2006, the applicant stated that an Order of Conditions was issued by the Conservation Commission.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the only permit issued for this property from the Conservation Commission was for a wetland delineation.  The Board discussed needing to approve a conventional subdivision plan to approve the number of buildable lots.  The Board discussed all past projects having to file a Notice of Intent for a conventional subdivision plan.  Ms. Maureen Hanley from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. asked what could the applicants provided without having to spend all the money to have a conventional subdivision plan created?  The Board stated that the only way for them to approve the number of buildable lots is for the applicant to provide a conventional subdivision plan.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion made by Mr. Graham to amend the motion from closing the public hearing to tabling the public hearing until additional information is provided.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Under Discussion:

The Board continued their discussion regarding needing to approve a conventional subdivision plan to determine the number of buildable lots.  Mrs. Cahill discussed having the applicant provide a conventional subdivision plan under this Notice of Intent filing and if the conventional subdivision plan is approved the applicant could amend the filing with the proposed open space plan.  Mrs. Martin stated that the applicant needed to provide a conventional subdivision plan and each lot needed to be discussed.  Mr. Graham stated that the plans need to be engineered.  Mr. Jendro stated that a filing is needed with sufficient information.
Motion made by Mr. Graham to withdraw the motion to table the public hearing until additional information is provided.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to continue the public hearing until January 2, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing/Request for Determination of Applicability/ 111 Phineas St

Mr. James Apostolos the applicant appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Conservation Plan dated November 18, 2012 prepared by Aho Surveying to construct a garage.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the applicant is proposing a 20’ x 20’ garage 110’ from the Brook on the property.  Mr. Apostolos stated that the garage would be built on a concrete slab and Aho Surveying flagged the wetland last week.  The Board discussed not storing any materials on the Brook side of the driveway.
Motion made by Mr. Graham to issue a Negative 3 Determination with the following conditions: 

1. Certified foundation plan
2. No material stored on the Brook side of the driveway

Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ 200 Methuen Rd – Ball Fields 145-844
Mr. Steven Eriksen from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Open Space As-Built Plan dated November 15, 2012 prepared by DK Engineering Associates, Inc.  Mr. Eriksen also provided a letter dated November 20, 2012 prepared by Norse Environmental Services, Inc.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the trees have been cut, the property has been graded, hydroseeded and stabilized.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the fence is in place and the erosion controls are still in place.
Motion made by Mr. Jendro to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ Methuen Rd – Water Main 145-838

Mr. Steven Eriksen from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented pictures dated November 2, 2012 and presented a letter dated November 20, 2012 prepared by Norse Environmental Services, Inc.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the project is stabilized and all work was completed in the street.
Motion made by Mr. Graham to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed 5 to 1.  Mr. Olson voted opposed.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ 89 Homefield Ave 145-688
Ms. Tracy Duarte from Coneco Engineers appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Hoover Street Substation, Existing Conditions, Site Plan and Foundation Plan prepared by National Grid USA Service Company.  Ms. Duarte stated that the Hoover Street Substation was built in substantial compliance to the Order of Conditions.
Motion made by Mrs. Martin to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for a Partial Certificate of Compliance/ 866 Methuen St 145-621
Mr. Matt Hamor from Hancock Associates, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Exhibit Plan dated October 18, 2012 prepared by Hancock Associates, Inc. and also presented a letter dated November 29, 2012 prepared by Hancock Associates, Inc.  Mr. Hamor stated that they are requesting a Partial Certificate of Compliance for the 866 Methuen St dwelling only.  Mr. Hamor stated that the Order of Conditions included work for all of the properties from 820 to 946 Methuen St.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Partial Certificate of Compliance for 866 Methuen St, Lot 20A.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ 70 Gumpus Rd 145-809

Mr. Matt Hamor from Hancock Associates, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Plot Plan of Land dated February 28, 2012 prepared by Hancock Associates, Inc. and also presented a letter dated November 29, 2012 prepared by Hancock Associates, Inc.  Mr. Hamor stated that the dwelling was moved away from the wetland and the property is stabilized.  Mr. Hamor stated that the driveway was constructed the same width as originally proposed and the entire disturbance was done within the haybale line.  The Board agreed that a letter was needed to state that the driveway was constructed the same width as originally proposed.  Mr. Hamor stated that the driveway is gravel and is outside of the buffer zone.  The Board stated that a letter was needed stating that there is no increase in run-off from the driveway.

Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:

* Mrs. Cahill discussed the Open Space Planning Board requirements.  The Board discussed the Open Space requirements and asked Mr. Olson that while he is sitting on the Zoning Sub-Committee if he could have the Committee review the Planning Board’s Open Space requirements.
* Order of Conditions – St. Francis Church – Mrs. Cahill stated that the DEP has appealed the Commission’s approval and that the applicant is working with the DEP.

* 905 Methuen St – Mrs. Cahill stated that she would send a friendly letter reminding the homeowner that the trees that he cut down need to be removed from the wetland.
New Business:
* The next meeting was scheduled for January 2, 2013

Signings:
* Determination of Applicability/ 111 Phineas St

* Certificate of Compliance/ 200 Methuen Rd – Ball Fields 145-844

* Certificate of Compliance/ Methuen Rd – Water Main 145-838

* Certificate of Compliance/ 89 Homefield Ave 145-688

* Partial Certificate of Compliance/ 866 Methuen St 145-621

* Certificate of Compliance/ 70 Gumpus Rd 145-809

Motion made by Mr. Graham to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m.
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