Board of Selectmen

Minutes of December 9, 2014
Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Tami Dristiliaris, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall (arrived 7:11 p.m.) and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Alison Hughes

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

No one signed in under Community Input.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT – Mr. Edwards stated that the FY15 tax rate has been set at $14.93 per $1,000.  Mr. Edwards stated that the tax bills will include the High School and Greater Lowell Voke’s debt exclusions.  Mr. Edwards stated that the budgets and Capital Planning information has been sent out to the Department Heads and they will have level service budgets.  Mr. Edwards stated that the Community Preservation State match is $241,469 which is a 42% match which is also slightly higher from last year’s State match.  Mr. Edwards discussed the abandoned properties and stated that 32 Mt. View Road is in receivership.  Mr. Edwards stated that they have applied for the Path Grant and $25,000 will go towards 144 Greenmont Ave and 11 Springpark Ave’s feasibility analysis.  Mr. Edwards stated that the Valley Collaborative will be terminating their lease at the Parker Avenue School and will be leaving at the end of August.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the waived lease money and asked why they are terminating the lease?  Ms. Richardson stated that the Valley Collarbrative’s Board vote 4-3 to terminate the Parker Avenue School lease.  Mr. DiRocco stated that there has to be a hidden reason for their termination of the lease and stated that it is not the Board of Selectmen that caused them to terminate the lease.  Attorney Hall stated that the Valley Collaborative will have to notify the Town of the lease termination.  Ms. Richardson stated that National Grid is proposing to expand the power lines from Pelham to Tewksbury and the Board will keep the residents updated.
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POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Chief Richardson appeared before the Board and introduced the Police Department’s new recruits.  Chief Richardson introduced Officer Dmitriy Arkannikov, Officer Robert Ludwig, Office Jake Malandrino and Office William Bonczar.  Chief Richardson gave a brief history for each Officer and stated that Officer Williams and Officer Gosselin are the two training Officers for the Department.  Chief Richardson stated that he has hired Kerry Lee Noel as his new Administrative Assistant.

APPOINTMENTS:

Ms. Richardson thanked Roger Vivier and Bob Giroux for their many years of service with the Town of Dracut and stated that they both will be missed.

* Greater Lowell Technical School – Recognizing Students for Constructing the Tables in the Selectmen’s Chamber – The Board thanked the Greater Lowell Technical School students for construction the four cherry desks and stated that the desks look beautiful.  Mr. Dan Hamel appeared before the Board and stated that it was a pleasure to complete the job and thanked the Board for the opportunity.  Mr. Archinski thanked Paul Morin and Joe Espinola for the student’s great work.  Mr. Paul Morin appeared before the Board and stated that the students did a great job.
* Bethany Loveless – New Director of the Council on Aging – Ms. Loveless appeared before the Board and gave a brief history of her experience.  Ms. Loveless provided the Board with a handout titled Dracut Council on Aging Senior Center.  Ms. Loveless stated that a Circle of Health Nurse comes to the Council on Aging every Thursday.  Ms. Mary Rowe appeared before the Board and stated that the Seniors are very happy to have Ms. Loveless.

PUBLIC HEARING:

* Public Hearing – Request for an All Alcoholic Beverages License – Onekeo Latsapanya d/b/a Lanxang State Thai & Lao Cuisine, 1734 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 11 – Attorney Leonard Foy from Foy Law Office appeared before the Board to request the All Alcoholic Beverages License.  Attorney Foy stated that the restaurant opened December 7th, 2014 and was formerly Thai Parima.  Attorney Foy stated that this is a beautiful restaurant with an expanded menu and improves the appearance of the plaza.  Attorney Foy stated that they are proposed a bar with four stools to serve patrons of the restaurant as they wait for a table, etc.  Attorney Foy stated that an All Alcoholic Beverages License will make the business more profitable and attractive to patrons.  Attorney Foy stated that the Manager is a licensed bartender and is also TIPS Certified.  Mr. Archinski asked about the hours of operation.  Attorney Foy stated that the restaurant would be open Sunday through Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
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Motion made by Mr. Archinski to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the All Alcoholic Beverages License.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEMS:
* Officer Zach Coleman – To Request the Acceptance of a Donation of a Rifle to the Dracut Police Department – Officer Zach Coleman appeared before the Board and stated that On Target Firearms would like to donate a rifle to the K-9 Program.  Officer Coleman stated that the donation is approximately $1,000.  The Board thanked the owner of On Target Firearms for the donation.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the rifle donation.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting recessed at 7:40 p.m.

The meeting resumed at 7:48 p.m.

* Ann Vandal, Assistant Town Manager/Finance – Vote to Sign and Approve Bonds and Related Closing Documents – Mrs. Vandal stated that the Bond is for Sewer Contract # 31 and stated that the original vote did not include the proper language so the Board needed to re-vote on the Bond.  Mrs. Vandal discussed the 2% Bond which is funded by the State.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Sign and Approve Bonds and Related Closing Documents with the following wording.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.

VOTE OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN


I, the Clerk of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Dracut, Massachusetts, certify that at a meeting of the board held July 9, 2013, of which meeting all members of the board were duly notified and at which a quorum was present, the following vote was passed, all of which appears upon the official record of the board in my custody:

VOTED:
(1)
That the Town shall issue a bond or bonds in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $9,559,945 (the “Bonds”) pursuant to Chapters 29C and 44 of the General Laws and a vote[s] of the Town passed June 4, 2012 (Article 12), which authorized a total borrowing of $12,500,000, for the construction of sewers and other water pollution control facilities identified in such vote (the “Project”);



(2)
that in anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds the Treasurer is authorized to issue an interim loan note or notes (the “Notes”) from time to time in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $9,559,945;



(3)
that each Bond or Note shall be issued as a single registered security, and sold to the Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust (the “Trust”) at a price determined pursuant to the Financing Agreement;



(4)
that the Treasurer is authorized to determine the date, the form, the maximum interest rate and the principal maturities of each Bond and Note, and to execute a Financing Agreement (or Agreements) with the Trust with respect to the sale of the Bonds and Notes, such date, form and maturities and the specific interest rate or rates of the Bonds and Notes to be approved by a majority of the Board of Selectmen and the Treasurer and evidenced by their execution of the Bonds or Notes;



(5)
that all action taken to date by the Town and its officers and agents to carry out the Project and its financing, including the execution of any loan commitment or agreement by the Treasurer, are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed; and



(6)
that the Treasurer and the other appropriate Town officials are each hereby authorized to take any and all actions necessary or convenient to carry out the provisions of this vote, including execution and delivery of the Financing Agreement(s) and the Project Regulatory Agreement(s) relating to the Project.


I further certify that the vote was adopted at a meeting open to the public, that no vote was taken by secret ballot, that notice stating the place, date, time and agenda of the meeting (which agenda included the adoption of the above vote) was filed with the Town Clerk and a copy thereof posted in a manner conspicuously visible to the public at all hours in or on the municipal building that the office of the Town Clerk is located or, if applicable, in accordance with an alternative method of notice prescribed or approved by the Attorney General as set forth in 940 CMR 29.03(2)(b), at least 48 hours, not including Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, prior to the time of the meeting and remained so posted at the time of the meeting, that no deliberations or decisions in connection with the sale of the Bonds or Notes were taken in executive session, and that the official record of the meeting was made available to the public promptly and remains available to the public, all in accordance with G.L c.30A, §§18-25, as amended.  I further certify that the vote has not been amended, supplemented or revoked and remains in effect on this date.

Motion passed unanimously.
* Stop Sign Request – Valera Street at Textile Avenue – Chief Richardson has requested that a Stop Sign be placed at the intersection of Valera Street and Textile Avenue.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Stop Sign at the intersection of Valera Street and Textile Avenue.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Dracut Cable Advisory Committee – Requesting the Board to Make a Written Request to Comcast of Massachusetts for Strand Maps – Ms. Richardson read the letter sent to the Board from Marietta Paquette, Chairperson of the Dracut Cable Advisory Committee.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is the issuing authority and needs to make the formal request for the Strand Maps.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to send a letter to Comcast of Massachusetts requesting a copy of the Strand Maps.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Ongoing Discussion regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Ms. Richardson stated that FERC has announced a new pipeline route.  Mr. Rich Cowan appeared before the Board and gave a presentation on the proposed new pipeline route.  Mr. Cowan stated that Kinder Morgan is proposing to follow the New Hampshire power lines through Jaffrey, Londonderry, Windham, Pelham and Dracut.  Mr. Cowan stated that there is a pipeline meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday at the Police Station.  Mr. Cowan discussed the Ogonowski property and proposed compressor station.  Mr. Cowan discussed the river crossing to Andover which crosses Methuen Street, Parker Road, Pelczar Road and Sesame Street.  Mr. Cowan discussed the power lines near the proposed pipeline.  Mr. Jim Ogonowski appeared before the Board and stated that his family has been farming in Dracut for 111 years and he is asking for the Board’s help.  Mr. Ogonowski stated that he is shocked and saddened with the new proposed pipeline route.  Mr. Ogonowski stated that the new proposed route is a bigger disaster than the original proposal.  Mr. Ogonowski stated that 15 acres of his property would be cleared cut and stated that Kinder Morgan does not want to go under the power lines they want to run along the power lines.  Mr. Ogonowski stated that he does not want to see the proposed pipeline happen.  Ms. Richardson stated that the next pipeline coalition meeting is January 5th, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the Dracut Selectmen’s Chamber.  Ms. Richardson explained that Kinder Morgan could go back to the original proposed route. Ms. Richardson stated that there is no guarantee with the proposed New Hampshire route.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Conservation Commissions have to be very clear on wetlands, etc.  Mr. Edwards stated residents of the old proposed route still need to stay connected.  Mr. Edwards stated that residents do not have to allow Kinder Morgan to survey their property.  Mr. Edwards stated that the FERC information and mailing address is posted on the Town‘s website.  Mr. Archinski asked when will residents know the exact route?  Mr. Edwards stated that residents should know the route by next September.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Board needed to take a stand to stop the pipeline.
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Ms. Richardson stated that there are two points of action; FERC needs to give approval and the Town needs to make sure the Conservation Commission is up to snuff with wetlands information in the proposed area, etc.  Ms. Richardson discussed putting together a Non-Binding Resolution as a Board that Kinder Morgan does not continue the process.  Ms. Richardson stated that the letter for MEPA is due by December 15th, 2014 to look at the impact of the proposed pipeline.
* Selectmen DiRocco – Discuss Warrant Articles for Town Meeting – Mr. DiRocco stated that he feels as though the Board starts a little late with reviewing Warrant Articles for Town Meeting.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Warrant Articles should be reviewed two meetings before Town Meeting which will resolve the issues with the meetings before Town Meeting.  Mr. DiRocco stated when the Board meets before Town Meeting residents do not know how the Board has voted until the Warrants are discussed during Town Meeting.  Mr. DiRocco stated that a Board meeting could be held before Town Meeting with a super majority vote.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to create a Board of Selectmen By-Law stating that Town Meeting Warrant Articles will be reviewed two meetings before Town Meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Attorney Hall stated that he would draft language for the new Board of Selectmen By-Law,
OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Agricultural Commission, Cable Advisory Committee, Veteran’s Park Concession Stand Committee and Government Rules and Regulations Committee are looking for new members.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is also looking for a Fence Viewer.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

* Public Safety – Mr. DiRocco stated that Chief Richardson will create policies and guidelines for the Board’s review in regards to the appointment of Constables.

* Recreation – Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Skateboard Park Sub-Committee has discussed the hiring of a monitor for the Skateboard Park and the Town Manager appropriating funds for the monitor.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. DiRocco and Ms. Richardson agreed that the Minutes for May 25, 2010, October 26, 2010 and March 22, 2011 meet their approval.
Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Minutes of October 28, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion mad by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of November 19, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to cancel the December 23, 2014 Board of Selectmen’s meeting.  Motions seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Ms. Richardson voted opposed.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

8:30 p.m. Motion made by MR. DiRocco to go into Executive Session to discuss litigation regarding Conservation Commission and Greater Lowell Technical School.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Roll Call Vote:

Joseph DiRocco, Jr. – Yes

Tony Archinski – Yes

Tami Dristiliaris – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

Motion passed unanimously.

Regular meeting resumed at 9:07 p.m. with no votes being taken.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

________________________________
Cathy Richardson, Chairperson
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________________________________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman

________________________________

Tony Archinski, Clerk
________________________________
Tami Dristiliaris
____________ABSENT_____________
Alison Hughes
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