Board of Selectmen

Minutes of February 10, 2015
Selectmen’s Chamber, Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Tami Dristiliaris, Jim Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Town Manager/Planner and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Alison Hughes

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

No one signed in under Community Input.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Duggan thanked the Fire Chief and recognized the work during the storm of Deputy Chief Patterson.  Mr. Duggan stated that Deputy Patterson kept track of all of the expenses during the State of Emergency.  Mr. Duggan stated that the expenses were approximately $178, 692 and would be sent to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Association.  Mr. Duggan stated that the DPW and Police Department also did an outstanding job during the storm.  Mr. Duggan stated that the DPW is using Veteran’s Park and Dillon McAnespie Park as snow fields and would also use Carrick Park if needed.  Mr. Duggan stated that he would not be filling the position in the Assessor’s Office until July 1st, 2015 due to the budget deficit.  Mr. Duggan stated that the project at 341 Broadway Road was approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals which will include 278 units with 90 units being one bedroom units.  Mr. Duggan discussed the 2 year moratorium with 40B projects.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Rabies Clinic would be held March 28th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., the Monahan bathrooms have been approved by the Permanent Building Committee and the RFP would be advertised on April 1st and 2nd, 2015 with the bids being opened on April 23rd, 2015.  Mr. Duggan stated that the DPW will offset some of the expenses with in-house work for the bathrooms.  Mr. Duggan stated that Bradford Ski Area’s Dracut Appreciation Night will be held on March 7, 2015 and the tickets are $10 per person and can be purchased at the Recreation Department.
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Mr. DiRocco asked how the cost of snow removal is calculated?  Mr. Duggan stated they calculate the use of equipment, manpower and number of hours worked.  Mr. Duggan stated that this is only budget account that the Mass Department of Revenue allows to run in deficit.  Mr. Duggan stated that the only time money is refunded to the Town is if a State of Emergency is called by the Governor.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief Brouillette appeared before the Board and stated that the Fire Department responded to 283 incidents last month.  Chief Brouillette thanked Deputy Patterson for his work during the State of Emergency.  Chief Brouillette stated that many of their calls last month were Carbon Monoxide activations.  Chief Brouillette reminded residents to be sure to clear snow away from all vents, to clean dryer vents and to make sure space heaters are plugged directly into outlets.  Chief Brouillette stated that they did not need to open a shelter during the storm but if they did they would notify residents by the reverse 911, Facebook, Twitter and over the scanner.
Mr. DiRocco stated that the UL approved space heaters are fine to use but residents should not use kerosene heaters.

Mr. DiRocco stated that Lieutenant Don Couture retired from the Department on February 1st, 2015 after 30 plus years.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the Fire Fighters Ball will be held on March 21st, 2015 and the tickets are available at the Fire Department.

Mr. Archinski asked if we also responded to the fatal fire in Pelham, NH?  Chief Brouillette stated that we did not respond as the Department is currently running two, two and two.  Chief Brouillette discussed how mutual aid works and stated that due to his Department being already short staffed he could not send mutual aid to the recent Pelham, NH fire.
AGENDA ITEMS:
* Tom Bomil & Jim Scanlon – Give Update on Lowell Regional Transit Authority – Ms. Richardson stated that Mr. Bomil has asked that the update be tabled until March 10, 2015.
* Police Chief Kevin Richardson – Discuss the Roles of Constables – Chief Richardson appeared before the Board and presented an Application for Constables with Guidelines for Town of Dracut Constable Applicants.  Chief Richardson stated that the proposed guidelines will assist the Board appointing appropriate people as Constables.
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Chief Richardson discussed the check of an applicant’s past arrests, etc. and stated that he is concerned how Constables will conduct themselves.  Chief Richardson stated that Constables should be sticking to working with Attorneys and the civil process.
Mr. DiRocco discusses recommending Constable training in the guidelines.  Chief Richardson stated that there is no Constable training required in other Communities.

Mr. Archinski stated that the Board appoints Constables with the Chief’s recommendations.

Chief Richardson stated that the Board needs to approve the guidelines and proposed application fee.

Mr. Duggan stated that he would check with Attorney Hall regarding the proposed application fee.

Mr. Archinski stated that Attorney Hall should also review the proposed guidelines.

Mr. Duggan discussed interviewing Constable Applicants.  Chief Richardson stated that the Board could set the number of Constables appointed and his manpower is limited to do Constable Interviews.

Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed guideline #9 and stated that the language should be changed to providing the Town Clerk with the appropriate bond.

* Request for a One-Day All Alcohol License – O’Hara’s Tavern – April 26th, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. – Mr. Matt Sheehan appeared before the Board to request a One-Day All Alcohol License for April 25, 2015.  Mr. Sheehan stated that O’Hara’s Tavern would be hosting a 5K road race in memory of James Gookin and Laurie Comtois.  Mr. Sheehan stated that all proceeds would be donated to the Dana Farber Cancer Foundation.  Mr. Sheehan stated that there would be a tent outside one hour before and one hour after the road race for participants.
Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the One-Day All Alcohol License for O’Hara’s Tavern on April 26th, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Request for Appointment as Fence Viewer – Gordon Halm – Mr. Duggan stated that he had a great meeting with Mr. Halm and discussed Mr. Halm’s conflict resolution experience.  Ms. Richardson introduced Mr. Halm to the Board.  Mr. Archinski discussed his experiences as a Police Officer with conflict issues.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to appoint Mr. Gordon Halm as the Town of Dracut’s Fence Viewer.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
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* Request for Appointment to Community Preservation Committee – Don Plummer – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to appoint Mr. Don Plummer to the Community Preservation Committee.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* National Grid Presentation – Merrimack Valley Reliability Project – Mr. Bryan Hudock from National Grid appeared before the Board and presented the Merrimack Valley Reliability Project dated February 10, 2015.  Mr. Hudock stated that the project would be completed in 2017 with the Town starting to receive tax revenues.  Mr. Hudock stated that all proposed work would be completed in the existing right-of-ways with no additional land required.  Mr. Hudock discussed facilitating our partnership, why customers need this project, transmission vs. distribution, the Merrimack Valley Reliability Project (MVRP), MVRP benefits, Dracut’s project scope, Dracut right-of-way examples, MVRP permits, MA DPU process and scheduling, proactive Community outreach.  Mr. Hudock stated that there would be a Dracut Community Meeting on February 26th, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Richardson Middle School.  Mr. Hudock stated that they are currently in the final stage of design and that this is the most cost effective solution.
Mrs. Dristiliaris asked who pays for the project; the rate payers?  Mr. Hudock stated that the project is funded through a regional pool and discussed the rate increases are driven by the capacity in the systems.

Mrs. Dristiliaris asked if there would be any rate savings for the rate payers?  Mr. Hudock stated that there needs to be upgrades to maintain reliable systems.

Mr. Archinski stated that he would like to see help to the rate payers.

Mr. Edwards asked if they have mapped out areas where vegetation would be removed and what are their plans for mitigation?  Mr. Hudock stated that they have a consultant who will deal with all mitigation for environmental impacts.

Mr. Duggan discussed the alternative Sealink Project and discussed the cost difference in projects.  Mr. Hudock explained that this a regionalized project and the individual State’s pay certain costs.  Mr. Duggan discussed 46% of the cost going to Massachusetts with no additional land being required.

Ms. Jess Farrell from National Grid appeared before the Board and discussed the layout of the lines, right-of-ways, etc. and stated that the proposed project would fall within all existing right-of-ways with no code requirements.

Mr. Rich Cowan, 12 Greenlawn Ave, appeared before the Board and asked about the distance to the easements to the proposed pipeline?  Mr. Hudock stated that he would need to find out that information.
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Ms. Richardson stated that Boy Scout Troop 80 were in attendance for this meeting to work on their Citizenship in Community badge.  Ms. Richardson invited the Troop to introduce themselves to the Board.

* Ongoing Discussion Regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Mr. Rich Cowan, 12 Greenlawn Ave, appeared before the Board and stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group rescheduled their meeting to Thursday and Mr. Steve Wicks would be presenting information on compressor stations.  Mr. Cowan discussed the proposed pipeline and stated that the meeting would be held at the Dracut Police Station.
* Discuss and Vote on Dracut’s Participation as Intervener in NH Public Utilities Docket(s) Regarding Expansion of Pipeline Capacity from Dracut to New Hampshire – Ms. Richardson stated that participating as an intervener in NH is basically the avenue to receive information from NH.  Ms. Richardson stated that this Board has been proactive with getting information.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to have Dracut participate as an Intervener in NH Public Utilities Docket(s) regarding the Expansion of Pipeline Capacity from Dracut to New Hampshire.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Discuss Nominations and Re-Vote on the Joseph Varnum Day Award Recipient – Ms. Richardson stated that the Board nominated Ms. Rebecca Duda for the award at their last meeting but Ms. Duda has asked to defer her nomination to another recipient.  Ms. Richardson read the nomination letters.  Mr. DiRocco read the letter regarding Betsy Samaras’ volunteerism, etc.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to nominate Betsy Samaras for the 2015 Joseph Varnum Day Award.  Motion seconded by Ms. Richardson.  Under Discussion:

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that Ms. Samaras’ volunteerism is wonderful but she would like to nominate the Middlemiss Family for the award.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to nominate Scott & Kate Middlemiss for the 2015 Joseph Varnum Day Award.  There was no second to the motion.  Motion failed.

Mrs. Dristiliaris suggested giving Certificates to all of the nominee’s and next year create a Sub-Committee to review all of the nominations.

Mr. Archinski stated that there is no clear winner for the award.  Mr. Archinski discussed Mr. Ken Cunha’s resume of service.  Mr. Archinski stated that it is very hard for the Board to pick someone second.
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Ms. Richardson stated that letters would be sent to all nominees and invite them all to attend a reception on February 27, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Chamber in Town Hall.

Mr. DiRocco rescinded his nomination of Betsey Samaras.  Ms. Richardson rescinded her second to the motion.
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to present Certificates to all nominees and next year create a Sub-Committee to review all nominations.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Agricultural Commission, Government Rules and Regulations Committee, Affordable Housing Partnership Committee, Conservation Commission and Dracut Cultural Council are looking for new members.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of November 3, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of December 9, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of December 30, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. DiRocco and Ms. Richardson agreed that the Minutes for April 12, 2011 and April 24, 2012 meet their approval.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.
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