Board of Selectmen

Minutes of February 11, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, Tony Archinski, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Joseph DiRocco, Jr. and John J. Zimini

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is continuing the Public Hearing for the proposed changes to the Town Charter.
Attorney Hall discussed the nineteen proposed Town Charter changes which he provided to the Board at the last meeting.  Attorney Hall stated that the Strong Chief Charter Change would be discussed at the next meeting.  Attorney Hall stated the changes are ready for final approval of the Board.
Ms. Richardson asked Attorney Hall to summarize the proposed changes for the viewers.

Attorney Hall reviewed the Preamble and stated that the changes are housekeeping changes.

Article 2, Section 1

Attorney Hall stated that the change states that Town Meeting is open to all registered voters of the Town.

Article 2, Section 2

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the Fall Town Meeting.

Article 2, Section 3

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the quorums for Town Meeting.

Article 2, Section 7

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the Committee on Rules and Regulations.
Article 3, Section 7

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the Board of Library Trustees.
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Article 3, Section 8
Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the election of the Town Moderator.

Article 3, Section 9

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the Planning Board.

Article 4, Section 1

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the hiring of a Town Manager and the required experience of the Town Manager.

Article 4, Section 4d

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the negotiations between the Board and a prospective Town Manager.

Article 5, Section 4
Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the Town Water Department being added into the Department of Public Works Department.

Article 6, Section 3

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the publication of the Town Budget.

Article 6, Section 6d

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses an appropriation in excess of $500 shall be incorporated into the Town Budget.

Article 6, Section 7

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses Capital Planning and Finance Committee’s.

Article 6, Section 9

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the signing of Warrants.
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Article 7, Section 9

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the review of the Town Charter every 10 years.

Article 7, Section 13

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the order of an election.
Article 7, Section 14

Attorney Hall stated that the change addresses the discharge of an employee.

Attorney Hall stated that there are not many changes but the proposed changes are bringing the Town Charter up to date.  Attorney Hall stated that most of the changes are housekeeping changes.  Attorney Hall stated that the Charter is a Professional Charter which allows for a Strong Manager.

Ms. Richardson discussed possibly changing the February 25, 2014 meeting to February 27, 2014 if Harmony Hall is available.

Ms. Richardson stated that the proposed Town Charter changes already reviewed by the Board will be discussed again on March 11, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. and the Strong Chief’s Charter change would be discussed on February 25, 2014 or February 27, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. which will allow time for the public hearing to be advertised.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to adjourn the meeting and continue the public hearing until March 11, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 6:59p.m.
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________________________________

Cathy Richardson, Chairperson

____________ABSENT_____________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman

________________________________

Robert O. Cox, Clerk
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_____________ABSENT____________
John Zimini

________________________________

Tony Archinski
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