Board of Selectmen

Minutes of February 24, 2015
Selectmen’s Chamber, Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tami Dristiliaris, Alison Hughes, Jim Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Town Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Tony Archinski, Clerk
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

Mr. Peter Clark, 135 Heather Road, appeared before the Board and discussed the release of confidential information for New Hampshire regarding the proposed pipeline.  Mr. Clark read a statement prepared by Caroline Zuk, Pipeline Awareness Group and stated that he submitted two voter petition proposals regarding the proposed pipeline for the Board’s consideration on February 3, 2015.  Mr. Clark stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group continues to feel strongly that the proposed pipeline will be affecting land values, etc. but the Group is requesting to withdraw their voter petitions.
Mr. Joe Thibodeau, 73 Carmel Road, Andover, MA, appeared before the Board and stated that he works for State Senator L’Italien.  Mr. Thibodeau discussed constituent services for Boards and residents and stated that he is here to help with anything he can.  Mr. Thibodeau provided his contact information to the Board and the Town Manager.

Mr. Rich Cowan, 12 Greenlawn Avenue, appeared before the Board and discussed actions that the Boards and Committees could take regarding the proposed pipeline.  Mr. Peter Clark provided the Board with information regarding the release of confidential documents submitted in New Hampshire and Tennessee Gas Pipeline’s actions and timing.

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Duggan stated that the Tax Collector’s Office is now collecting the bills for the Sewer Department and there has been an increase with online payments.
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Mr. Duggan stated that there were issues with the Library and Council on Aging buildings with roof leaks but services were not interrupted.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Fire Department helped with the roof issues.  Mr. Duggan stated that the DPW is doing an excellent job with all of the storms and stated that by the end of the Winter the snow and ice budget will be in the red by approximately 1.5 million.  Mr. Duggan discussed the increase with the cost of electricity and stated that he will be working with NMCOG with Regional Municipal Aggregation.
Mrs. Dristiliaris asked if they have put insurance claims in for the Library and Council on Aging buildings?  Mr. Duggan stated yes, the Town Clerk’s Office is working with the insurance company.

Mr. DiRocco asked about the noise complaints received from residents regarding the metering station on Methuen Street.  Mr. Duggan stated that the necessary Departments had a site inspection at the property.  Mr. Edwards stated that the noise issues have been resolved and the residents are satisfied.

Ms. Richardson discussed the Board being interveners in NH regarding the pipeline.  Mr. Edwards stated that Attorney James P. Hall went to Court on February 11, 2015 and the Board’s petition was denied.  Mr. Edwards stated that the Board could appeal with a large expense.  Mr. Edwards stated that Kinder Morgan was present in Court and knows that Dracut is serious.  Ms. Richardson discussed sending a letter to the Court requesting the release of information in regards to the proposed pipeline.
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief Richardson appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed policies and guidelines regarding Constables.  Chief Richardson stated that the guidelines have been reviewed by Town Counsel with two minor changes.  Attorney Hall discussed the residency requirement and stated that the Board would want to keep the residency requirements open.  Chief Richardson stated that there were no residency requirements with the prior application.  Chief Richardson discussed item H.) Police Chief’s Determination.

Mr. DiRocco discussed the proposed fee?  Chief Richardson stated that he suggests having a $50.00 application fee.  Attorney Hall stated that he needed to review if the fee can be created by the Board or needed to be brought to Town Meeting.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the $50.00 Constable Application Fee.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed 3 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted opposed.
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APPOINTMENTS:

* Donald Couture – Citation for 34 Years of Service to the Town – Lieutenant Donald Couture appeared before the Board to receive his Citation from the Board for his 34 years of Service to the Town with the Dracut Fire Department.  The Board wished Lieutenant Couture the very best with his retirement.

AGENDA ITEMS:
* Request for Appointment to Agricultural Commission – Caroline Zuk – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to Appoint Caroline Zuk to the Agricultural Commission.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Ongoing Discussion Regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Ms. Richardson discussed sending a letter to the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission requesting the release of the portions of all confidential documents.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to send a letter to the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission to request the release of the redacted information.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Richardson stated that there was a Coalition meeting yesterday and the next meeting would be held in North Reading at 10:00 a.m. on April 16th, 2015.

Mr. Edwards stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group is also putting together a lot of information on their own.

Mr. Edwards stated that five residents attended the Coalition meeting and the Coalition has received positive reports from Governor Baker regarding looking at the Spectra project.

Ms. Richardson stated that the maps from Kinder Morgan will be available for review at their Open House Meeting on February 17, 2015.

* Discuss and Consider all Three Proposals Submitted by Voter Petition Regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline and any Other Proposal Thereto –

(1) Submitted January 22nd, 2015 by William Morin

(2) Submitted February 3rd, 2015 by Peter Clark/Pipeline Awareness Group

(3) Submitted February 3rd, 2015 by Peter Clark/Pipeline Awareness Group – 

Ms. Richardson stated that Mr. Clark has asked the Board for consideration to dismiss the two petitions that he submitted.
Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like to hear from Mr. Clark again.
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Mr. Peter Clark appeared before the Board to discuss the dismissal of the two voter petitions.  Mr. Clark stated that residents are up against a sophisticated Corporation and they decided that they didn’t want to get into a battle that they are going to fall on a sword.  Mr. Clark stated that they have decided to step away and let time takes it course.

Mrs. Hughes stated that she can see Mr. Clark’s point and stated that the Voter Petition was a valid idea but also sees Mr. Clark’s point in letting some time pass and revisit at a later time.
Mr. DiRocco discussed his concern with negotiations.  Mr. Duggan stated that right now it is just conversations with Kinder Morgan to discuss the least amount of impact to the Community.  Mr. Duggan discussed conversations with Kinder Morgan regarding public safety, education and property values.

Ms. Richardson stated that it is important that the tariff issue is not dead.  Ms. Richardson discussed rate payers paying for the proposed pipeline.  Ms. Richardson stated that residents could contact the Board or the Pipeline Awareness Group with any questions.

OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Government Rules and Regulations Committee, Affordable Housing Partnership Committee, Conservation Commission and Dracut Cultural Council are looking for new members.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

* Housing Sub-Committee – Mr. DiRocco discussed the meeting with the Dracut Housing Authority and stated that the Firm that was hired cannot get into the Richardson property right now because of the weather.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that they wouldn’t be able to get onto the Richardson property until April.

* Healthy Communities Work Group – Ms. Richardson stated that the Task Force has been created consisting of the Police Chief, Fire Chief, Tom Bomil, Director of Public Health, School Officials, Faith Organizations and residents.  Ms. Richardson discussed speaking with School Resource Officer Jim Quealy regarding what is happening at our Schools.  Ms. Richardson stated that Governor Baker is looking at the opiate issues in the Commonwealth and the next meeting is being held on March 10th, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. in Town Hall.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

7:57 p.m. Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session regarding ongoing litigation regarding the Greater Lowell Technical School.

Roll Call Vote:

Alison Hughes – Yes

Joseph DiRocco, Jr. – Yes
Tami Dristiliaris – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

The regular meeting resumed at 8:14 p.m. with one vote being taken in Executive Session.

ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.
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