Board of Selectmen

Minutes of February 3, 2015
Selectmen’s Chamber, Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Tami Dristiliaris, Alison Hughes, Jim Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Town Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall, Jr. and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

* Mr. Peter Clark, 135 Heather Road, appeared before the Board and stated that the proposed pipeline goes through his property and he has also prepared a Non-Binding Public Opinion Question to be reviewed by the Board at their next meeting.  Mr. Clark respectfully requested that the Board delay their vote on the Non-Binding Public Opinion Question on tonight’s agenda and to review all of the proposals at their February 10, 2015 meeting.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Duggan stated that they are gathering information for the Annual Town Report.  Mr. Duggan stated that Mr. Edwards is working on the Administrative Order of Decree for the Town’s handicap accessibility issues from the Old Town Hall.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Recreation Department will be having their summer and spring registrations soon.  Mr. Duggan discussed the auction last Friday for 124 Hampson Street.  Mr. Duggan stated that the property will be demolished and the lot is a commercial site with 15 Old Meadow Road included.  Mr. Duggan stated that the property was sold for $97,500 at the auction.  Mr. Duggan stated that the budget books will be printed and he has met with all of the Departments regarding their budgets.  Mr. Duggan discussed the GIC increase and discussed the GIC meeting Ann Vandal and himself attended in Melrose last Friday.  Mr. Duggan stated that there will be a 9 ½% increase in health insurance rates.  Mr. Duggan stated that there is a public hearing scheduled in Boston tomorrow regarding the GIC.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Cheerleaders won the National Championship and would like to invite them to a future meeting.
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Mr. Archinski asked how big is the lot at 124 Hampson Street?  Mr. Edwards stated that the lot is 60,000 square feet and B3 zoned.

Mr. Edwards stated that a Dracut business man won the bid at the auction.

Mrs. Hughes asked if the GIC numbers included the school figures?  Mr. Duggan stated yes, the school figures are included.

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT:

* Deputy Chartrand appeared before the Board and presented the Board with the Office Activity Report for January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the Police Department responded to 22,013 calls last year which is up from the 21,364 calls from 2013.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the Officer’s Activity and stated that he is extremely proud of the work the Officers do.  Deputy Chartrand stated that staffing is not comparable to other Towns and discussed the field training program.  Deputy Chartrand stated that two officers are transferring out of the Department.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the ALICE training with the School Department and stated that the training is geared toward school based violence.  Deputy Chartrand stated that they are now training students and there is a parent information night on February 10, 2015.  Deputy Chartrand stated that Office Jon Gosselin is the field training officer.
Ms. Richardson asked if the teachers are receptive to the ALICE Training?  Deputy Chartrand stated yes, this is the most interactive training program for school violence.  Deputy Chartrand gave a brief description of the ALICE training.

Mr. DiRocco asked about the two Department transfers?  Deputy Chartrand stated that they have to allow Officers to transfer if they have opportunities in other Communities.  

Mr. DiRocco stated that the transfers are leaving the Town short staffed more then we already are.  Deputy Chartrand stated that Officer are transferring due to monetary reasons.
Mr. Duggan stated that they need to pay overtime when Officers are in the Academy.  Deputy Chartrand stated that they also have to fill vacancies with overtime.

Mr. Archinski asked if Policy allows Officers to leave?  Deputy Chartrand stated yes.

Mr. Duggan stated that he would be completing exit interviews with the Officers that are transferring.
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APPOINTMENTS:

* Marilyn Provencher – Citation for 32 Years of Service to the Town – Ms. Richardson and the Board congratulated Mrs. Provencher for her 32 years of service and presented her with a citation from the Board.

AGENDA ITEMS:
* Review and Vote on the Building Department Permit Fee Restructure - Mr. Duggan stated the proposed fee restructure brings the fees in line with the State Building Codes.  Mr. Dan McLaughlin, Building Inspector, appeared before the Board and stated that this is an overall increase but some of the fees will have a decrease.  Mr. McLaughlin discussed some undervalued projects and stated that the fees are overall fairer.

Mr. Archinski asked if this favors residents that are doing their own work?  Mr. McLaughlin stated that the proposed fees will make in more uniform and easier to figure out.

Mr. Archinski asked if the proposed fees would be a revenue raiser?  Mr. Duggan discussed the online permitting and training.
Mr. Archinski asked if the proposed fees are online yet?  Mr. McLaughlin stated that they will be put online.

Mrs. Dristiliaris asked when the online permitting process would be ready?  Mr. McLaughlin stated that the online permitting system would be ready July 1st, 2015.

Ms. Richardson discussed the need for the permitting process to be easier and more compliant.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Building Department Permit Fee Restructure as proposed in the December 5th, 2014 letter from the Building Inspector.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Request for a Common Victualler License – Lisa’s Family Pizzeria – 1794 Bridge Street, Unit 26A – Mr. Arthur Skambas, 8 Regency Drive, appeared before the Board to request a Common Victualler License for Lisa’s Family Pizzeria.  Mr. Skambas stated that he was part owner of the business.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler License for Lisa’s Family Pizzeria.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
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* Request for a One-Day Beer & Wine License – St. Francis Parish – January 30th, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. – Ms. Richardson explained that due to the cancellation of the January 27th, 2015 meeting due to inclement weather the Board was not able to vote on this request.
* Jennifer Manley, Dewey Square Group – Discuss Sealink Project – Mr. Chris Sherman and Mr. Fred Sellars appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed Sealink Project.  Mr. Sherman stated that there are two proposed transmission projects; the Sealink proposal and the AC Plan Route proposal.  Mr. Sherman stated that the Sealink Project is 68 miles in total with 18 miles on land and 11 miles in abandoned rail corridors. Mr. Sherman stated that they have met with most permitting agencies and this would be a two year process.  Mr. Sherman discussed the Stakeholders Input.  Mr. Sellars discussed the comparison between the two proposals, discussed Scobie in Tewksbury and the existing and proposed cross sections.  Mr. Sellars discussed the Northeast Energy Direct Project which parallels the same right of way.  Mr. Sellars discussed the summary of the siting differences and discussed the MEPA process and EFSB process.
Mr. Duggan stated that Mr. Sherman or Mr. Sellars haven’t said anything about liability of the Sealink Project.  Mr. Duggan stated that they haven’t discussed costs, timing and have just really presented holes in the National Grid’s proposal.

Mr. Sherman stated that the proposed Sealink Project would cost at 600 million dollars.

Mr. Sellars discussed the Seaklink line and the dragging of anchors on ships, etc.

Mr. Sherman stated that they think they have a better proposal than National Grid, discussed cost and stated that they would be online in 2018.

Mr. Sellars stated that the AC Plan Route does affect Dracut and wanted the Board to know that there are other options.

Mr. Sherman discussed the cost to the rate payers in each State and stated that Massachusetts has 45%.

* Ongoing Discussion regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Ms. Richardson stated that the next Coalition meeting would be held on February 23, 2015 in Pepperell at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. Edwards stated that Kinder Morgan is having an open house on February 17, 2015 in Andover, February 18, 2015 in Londonderry, NH and February 19, 2015 in Hudson, NH.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group in meeting on February 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Dracut Police Station.
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* Discuss and Vote on Greater Lowell Technical School – “One Man One Vote” – Attorney Hall suggested postponing this for Executive Session until February 24, 2015.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to Table the discussion until February 24, 2015.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Discuss Roles of Constables – Deputy Chartrand appeared before the Board to discuss the roles of Constables.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the Police have very little interaction with Constables, Constables are appointed every three years and they are considered Municipal Officers.  Deputy Chartrand stated that Constables answer to the Appointing Authority which is this Board.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the roles of Constables allowed by State Law and discussed exploring if an applicant intends on using the powers to arrest, etc.  Deputy Chartrand discussed requiring certification of training and stated that the Town must have one appointed Constable.
Mr. DiRocco stated that the Police Chief was supposed to create policies and guidelines for Constables and thought the Board would have already received them.

Deputy Chartrand stated that the Board would want to require certification of training and stated that the Town is not required to approve every applicant.

Mr. Archinski stated that a Constable has to be appointed in every Community they serve and stated that they are bonded.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the role of Constables was brought forward to them by the Police Department.

Deputy Chartrand stated that Constables have vast powers and they are trying to plan ahead and have a process in place for Constables.

Mr. Duggan explained that there were actions of an individual that caused this issue to be looked into.

Mr. DiRocco stated that recommendations for appointing a Constable should come from the Police Department.

Ms. Richardson discussed using Worcester’s sample of guidelines for Constables as a working tool to create policies and guidelines for Dracut.

* Request for Re-Appointment as a Bonded Constable – Paul Charbonneau – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to Re-Appoint Paul Charbonneau as a Bonded Constable.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
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* Discuss and Vote to Place a Non-Binding Public Opinion Question on the May 4th, 2105 Town Election Ballot Submitted by Voter Petition/William Morin – Mr. William Morin, 60 Gloria Avenue, appeared before the Board to place a Non-Binding Public Opinion Question on the next Town Election Ballot.  Mr. Morin stated that by putting this question on the ballot the Board would get residents opinions on the proposed pipeline.  Mr. Morin stated that the ballot question would get people talking.  Mr. Morin stated that a Committee should be formed with as many people as possible to get the information out to the residents.
Mr. DiRocco discussed the wording of the proposed questions and stated that if residents voted no, the questions reads that a no vote will not allow the gas pipeline and/or compression station.

Ms. Richardson discussed the time frame for the printing of the ballots.

Mr. Duggan stated that the ballots have to be sent to print in March to be ready for the May election.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that people need to be proactive as a Town; you can’t just say the pipeline is going to happen.

Mr. Archinski discussed the wording of the proposed question and asked if there were any amendments to the proposed question would the question have to be resubmitted due to the signatures on the petition?  Attorney Hall stated yes, the question would need to be changed with new signatures.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board received information that two residents wanted to rescind their signatures on the proposed petition.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that there were an adequate amount of signature even if two signatures were rescinded.

Mrs. Hughes stated that she has no problem with putting a question on the ballot but not the way this proposed question is worded.

Mr. Daniel Mooney, 71 Heather Road, appeared before the Board and stated that there are multiple petitions and the need to send a message to Kinder Morgan from the residents.  Mr. Mooney discussed possibly putting the versions together for a ballot question.
Mr. Peter Clark 135 Heather Road, appeared before the Board and stated that he was uncomfortable with the wording on Mr. Morin’s petition so he sent two versions of a question to be heard at the Board’s next meeting.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Table the discussion until February 24, 2015.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted no.

* Request for Re-Appointment to Community Preservation Committee – Linda Kawa – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to Re-Appoint Linda Kawa to the Community Preservation Committee.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Request for Re-Appointment to Community Preservation Committee – Helen Dunlap – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to Re-Appoint Helen Dunlap to the Community Preservation Committee.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like to have the Community Preservation Committee attend the first meeting in March to discuss their policies, procedures and guidelines with the Board.

* Review and Vote on By-Law for Warrant Articles for Town Meeting – Ms. Richardson read the proposed Selectmen’s By-Law regarding Articles for the June and November Town Meetings.  Mr. DiRocco stated that when the Board meets before Town Meeting the residents do not see how the Board voted.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Selectmen By-Law for Warrant Articles for Town Meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Under Discussion:

The Board discussed amending the word “penultimate”.  The Board agreed to amend the By-Law to state “Articles for the June and November Town Meetings shall be placed on the agenda for the second to last Tuesday of the prior month.
* Discuss Nominations and Vote on the Joseph Varnum Day Award Recipient – Ms. Richardson discussed the Varnum Day Award and stated that a plaque will be engraved and a small Minute Man award will be engraved for the recipient.  Ms. Richardson stated that current Elected Officials are exempt from the nomination process.  Ms. Richardson read the nominators and the nominees.  Mr. DiRocco read the letter from one of Ms. Rebecca Duda’s students.  Mrs. Hughes stated that a lot of the nominators are Ms. Duda’s students.  Ms. Richardson stated that Ms. Betsy Samaras is a fascinating person.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that she was impressed with Kenneth Cunha’s volunteerism.  Mr. Archinski stated that Ms. Duda has also worked with the Dracut Scholarship Foundation.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that she is also very impressed with the Middlemiss Family.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to nominate Ms. Rebecca Duda as the 2015 Joseph Varnum Day Award Recipient.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted for Mr. Kenneth Cunha.
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Mr. Duggan stated that he just did some research regarding the Sealink and National Grid projects.  Mr. Duggan stated that Mr. Chris Sherman stated during his presentation that the Sealink Project would cost approximately 680 million and the National Grid Project would cost approximately 300 million.
OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Agricultural Commission, Government Rules and Regulations Committee, Affordable Housing Partnership Committee, Conservation Commission and Dracut Cultural Council are looking for new members.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is also looking for a Fence Viewer.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
* Open Space Sub-Committee – Mr. Archinski stated that the Open Space Committee would be creating pre-printed pamphlets of all the open space areas in Town.  Mr. Archinski stated that the Greater Lowell Technical School will be printing the pamphlets.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Minutes of November 18, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Minutes of November 24, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. DiRocco and Ms. Richardson agreed that the Minutes for March 13, 2012 and April 10, 2012 meet their approval.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m.
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