Board of Selectmen

Minutes of January 14, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, John J. Zimini, Tony Archinski, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:12 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Ms. Richardson expressed the Board’s condolences to the Espindle, Demetri, Natsios and Hassan families.
Warrant Approval:
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Town Manager’s Report:
Mrs. Vandal stated that the lower parking lot at Town Hall is officially closed and the Cemetery position has been posted.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Attorney Hall has provided a memo regarding liens and a list of fines for the June Town Meeting.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Department of Public Works is working hard and they have now entered into a deficit in the budget.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Albanese has signed to purchase the Exxon property.  Mr. DiRocco asked if the Community Preservation Committee would be attending a Selectmen’s meeting?  Mrs. Vandal stated that the CPC was unable to attend tonight’s meeting but would be on the next agenda.

Report from Fire Chief:

Chief Brouillette appeared before the Board and presented a report by incident and discussed the future need of a replacement truck.  Chief Brouillette stated that they go on 339 runs per month with 3,605 runs this past year.  Chief Brouillette stated that they are averaging six minutes per call and have conducted EMS training.  Chief Brouillette stated that they did 1042 inspections last year and stated that they will need equipment replaced.  Chief Brouillette discussed the face piece grant that he has applied for and discussed the equipment the Department needs.  Mr. Archinski asked if the Fire Department recently went to the Lawrence Mill fire for Mutual Aid?  Chief Brouillette stated yes and discussed what they did in Lawrence.  Chief Brouillette stated that he was very proud of his Department.
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Agenda Items:

Skylar Unger – Citation for “Giving Tree” at the Lakeview Junior High – Ms. Richardson introduced Ms. Skylar Unger and the Board presented her with a Citation for her great work with her “Giving Tree”.  Ms. Unger explained to the Board that she collected mittens and items needed for the homeless and collected donations for the adoption home she was from in China.
Dracut Food Pantry Board of Directors & Eva Laffin – Mr. Kevin Willett appeared before the Board and thanked the Town for their support of donated items.  Mr. Willett introduced Board members Dave Paquin, Everett Penney, Mike Ralls and Bill Zounes and discussed how the food pantry works and how families could get food if needed.  Ms. Richardson introduced Ms. Eva Laffin and the Board presented her with a Citation for her great work with the donations to the food pantry.  Ms. Laffin explained to the Board that she used her allowance to donate food to the pantry and challenged her family and friends to do the same.
Mr. DiRocco stated that these two girls are very generous and caring.

Rebecca Duda – Discuss Varnum Day  - Ms. Duda appeared before the Board and discussed the Massachusetts Society of the Order of the Founders and Patriots of America, The 2013 Ambassador Grant she has received.  Ms. Duda discussed the Varnum family and discussed the painting by Art Major Tyler Bettencourt of Joseph Varnum.  Ms. Duda stated that the painting would be publicly displayed at the New Town Hall.  Ms. Duda stated that Joseph Varnum’s birthday is January 29th and she is proposing that January 29th become Varnum Day and would honor, with the Board of Selectmen, one person a year.  Mr. Bettencourt appeared before the Board and showed them the start of the portrait of Joseph Varnum which is based on the painting of Mr. Varnum in Congress.
Motion made by Mr. Cox to establish Varnum Day starting on January 29, 2015.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Steve Coravos – Mascuppic Village Regulatory Agreement – Mr. Zimini removed himself from the discussion.  Attorney John Smolak appeared before the Board to discuss the Mascuppic Village Regulatory Agreement and stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals has approved the agreement and Attorney Hall has reviewed the agreement.  Attorney Smolak stated that they just need the Boards approval.  Attorney Hall stated that he has reviewed the agreement.  Mr. Edwards stated that nine of the units will count towards affordable housing.  Mr. Coravos stated that they would be starting work in March using Dracut contractors and workers.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco for approval for Cathy Richardson to sign the Mascuppic Village Regulatory Agreement.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mr. Zimini did not vote.
Porky’s Hot Spot, 24A Pleasant Street, Luis Ibarra, Manager – Request for Common Victualler License – Mr. Ibarra appeared before the Board and stated that he has purchased North End Pizzeria and he would be converting the restaurant into a Grille.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler License.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supremo Pizzeria, 1794 Bridge Street Unit 26A, Gary Bahrakis, Manager – Request for Common Victualler License – Mr. Bahrakis appeared before the Board and stated that he has purchased Supremo Pizzeria.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the Common Victualler License.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

KH Corporation d/b/a Broadway Convenience, 14 Broadway Road – Application for Approval of Change of Manager from Himakshi Patel to Ravi Patel – Attorney Larry Beane appeared before the Board and explained when he was before the Board previously he neglected to provide the information for the Change of Manager request.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the Change of Manager from Himakshi Patel to Ravi Patel.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discuss Possible Grant Writing Position – Ms. Richardson stated that she wanted to start the discussion to visit the possibility of getting a grant writer to help employees with writing grants.  Ms. Richardson discussed the possibility of it being a self-sufficient position and maybe they could pay someone in the future.  Mrs. Vandal stated that she would poll other Communities regarding grant writers.  Mr. Zimini stated that he would support a position but not a full time position.  Mr. Zimini stated that they could possibly negotiate a contract and the grant writer would be paid if a grant is obtained.  The Board discussed some grants have administrative fees.  The Board agreed to keep this on the agenda for the next meeting.
Old Business:

Update on Police Interagency Mutual Aid Agreement – Mr. Archinski stated that the Mutual Aid Agreement was a great idea and the Board handled the request once they received it.  Mr. Archinski stated that he received a call asking for help to get the agreement approved.  Mr. Archinski stated that the Mutual Aid Agreement was received by the Police Department on July 22, 2013 but the Board did not receive it until December 10, 2013.  
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Mr. Archinski asked why it took five months for the Board to receive it?  Mrs. Vandal stated that she has not had the opportunity to get the information from the Police Chief but would have the information for the next meeting.
Fence Viewer – Mr. Edwards explained what experience was needed for the Fence Viewer vacancy.

Finance Committee Vacancies – Mrs. Vandal explained what experience was needed for the Finance Committee vacancies.  Mrs. Vandal stated that there are four positions open on the Committee.  Mrs. Vandal stated that there are also three positions open on the Capital Planning Committee.

Sub-Committee Reports:

Open Space Committee – Mr. Archinski and Mr. Zimini met last Thursday night with the Open Space Committee and they discussed upcoming projects and the Open Space Committee would be coming to the February 11, 2014 Selectmen’s meeting.

Education Sub-Committee – Ms. Richardson and Mr. Archinski met last Tuesday night with the Education Sub-Committee.  Ms. Richardson stated that they discussed the current dropout rates and discussed Dracut having such a low dropout rate.  Ms. Richardson stated that they discussed Charter School expenses and stated that Officer Quealy would be attending the next Education Sub-Committee meeting to discuss his work at the Schools.
Economic Development Sub-Committee – Ms. Richardson stated that the Economic Development Committee would be meeting tomorrow night at 5:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of November 12, 2013 for the Proposed Town Charter Changes.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of November 12, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of November 26, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Calendar:

Ms. Richardson read the information on the Community Calendar.

  (Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of January 14, 2014)
Adjournment:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

______________________________________
Cathy Richardson, Chairperson

______________________________________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman

______________________________________
Robert O. Cox, Clerk

_______________________________________
John Zimini

_______________________________________
Tony Archinski

PAGE  
5

