PAGE  
2
Dracut Conservation Commission- Minutes of January 2, 2013


Dracut Conservation Commission 

Minutes of January 2, 2013
Harmony Hall
Commissioner’s Present: Victor Olson, John Hassan, Stephen Graham, Tami Dristiliaris, Elizabeth Martin, Conservation Agent Lori Cahill, and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Commissioner’s Absent: James Jendro and Paul Mercier, Jr.
Mr. Olson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Hassan to approve the minutes of December 5, 2012 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing/Notice of Intent/ 780 Nashua Rd 145-926

Ms. Maureen Hanley from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. and Mr. Richie Alleca from Village Surveying appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Definitive Site Plan of Land dated October 22, 2012 prepared by Village Surveying to construct a roadway crossing, nine duplex homes, decks, patios, driveways, sidewalks, retaining walls, drainage, associated grading and utilities.  Ms. Hanley stated that the proposed project is an affordable housing project for people 55 and over.  Ms. Hanley stated that all units would have a walk out patio or deck and nine of the dwellings are within the 100’ buffer zone.  Ms. Hanley discussed the proposed roadway, drainage and pump station.  Ms. Hanley discussed the proposed roadway wetland crossing and stated that they would be disturbing 180 square feet with a wetland replication of 250 square feet.  Ms. Hanley stated that the property does fall under the estimated priority habitat for the Blanding’s Turtle and they have received a verbal approval from Natural Heritage.  Ms. Hanley discussed the arch crossing, Cape Cod berming and two nesting habitat areas required by Natural Heritage.  Ms. Hanley stated that the Homeowner’s Association would be required to maintain the two nesting areas.  Ms. Hanley discussed culvert one having the arch crossing.  Mr. Olson discussed the proposed detention pond and the Board agreed to have the Town Engineer review the drainage calculations.  Ms. Hanley stated that the proposed fencing on the west side of the property is also required by Natural Heritage.  Ms. Hanley stated that signage is shown on the plans for the turtle crossing and they would also add signage near the turtle nesting areas.  Ms. Hanley discussed the proposed pump station for sewer.  Mr. Olson stated that he would like to see the sewer designs shown on the plans.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the nine dwelling should be filed for under separate Notice of Intent filings.  Ms. Hanley stated that all of the structures are on one lot.  The Board discussed needing dimensions of the buildings and distances from the dwellings to the wetland shown on revised plans.  Mrs. Cahill discussed the entire property being under this Order of Conditions if approved and all the units would need partial Certificates of Compliances.  Ms. Hanley stated that she would amend the filing to show only the specific lots within the 100’ buffer zone.  Ms. Hanley stated that she is in the process of addressing the DEP’s comments.  Mr. Ken Moge, 1 Maple St, stated that there are existing springs on the property and asked if anyone has looked at them?  Mr. Moge stated that the springs are located beyond the wetland and asked what happens to the water that will naturally flow down to his property?  Mr. Alleca discussed the proposed detention pond and drainage.  Mrs. Cahill discussed adding language into the Order of Conditions if approved; stating that if additional wetlands and or springs are found on the property that all work would be stopped and properly dealt with.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to continue the public hearing until February 6, 2013. Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Public Hearing/Request for Determination of Applicability/ 497 Arlington St
Mr. Ron Desrosiers from MDM Transportation Consultants, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Drain Pipe Replacement Project Arlington Street dated December 5, 2012 prepared by MDM Transportation Consultants, Inc. to replace a metal outfall pipe with a reinforced concrete pipe.  Mr. Desrosiers discussed replacing the existing pipe and stated that erosion controls would be used.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that the existing pipe right now drains directly into the wetland.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that they would be pulling the pipe back and adding rip rap.  Mr. Desrosiers stated that they would be improving the drainage situation with replacing the existing pipe.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Negative 3 Determination with the following conditions: 

1. Per plans dated December 5, 2012
Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Continuation of Notice of Intent/ 18 Kelley Rd 145-
Ms. Maureen Hanley from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. and Mr. Richie Alleca from Village Surveying appeared before the Board and presented plans titled High Field Meadow Conventional Subdivision dated December 26, 2012 prepared by Village Surveying.  Ms. Hanley discussed the conventional subdivision plan and stated that the upland vs. wetland, drainage, forebay and detention pond are shown on the plans.  Ms. Hanley discussed the 20 lot conventional subdivision plan with three approved lots.  Mrs. Cahill discussed telling Norse Environmental three months ago to come before the Board with a conventional subdivision plan and she was told no, they would not.

Motion made by Mr. Graham to approve the Conventional Subdivision Plan dated December 26, 2012 consisting of a 20 lot subdivision with 3 approved lots.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Hanley presented plans titled “Definitive” Open Space Subdivision Plan dated September 27, 2012 prepared by Village Surveying to construct a roadway, wetland replication, sidewalks, gravel driveway, drainage, grading and associated utilities.  Ms. Hanley stated that the single family house lots would be filed separately.  Ms. Hanley stated that they are proposing 690 square feet of wetland alteration with 810 square feet of replication.  Ms. Hanley stated that the buffer zones are shown on the plans and the project would have Town water and a gravity sewer line.  The Board agreed to have the Town Engineer review the drainage calculations.  Mr. Olson discussed the proposed drainage, rip rap and culverts.  Mrs. Cahill discussed the entire property being under this Order of Conditions if approved and all the units would need partial Certificates of Compliances.  Ms. Hanley stated that she would amend the filing to show only the specific lots within the 100’ buffer zone.  Ms. Hanley stated that they still have not received comments from the DEP.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to continue the public hearing until February 6, 2013. Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ 2 Lewis St 145-882
Ms. Maureen Hanley from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Conservation As-Built Plan dated November 8, 2012 prepared by Aho Surveying to request a Certificate of Compliance.  Mr. Olson reviewed the letter dated December 5, 2012 from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. stating that the project appears to be in substantial compliance with the Order of Conditions.  Ms. Hanley stated that there was a slight in the patio area.  Ms. Hanley stated that the patio area was reduced and a concrete pad was added.  Ms. Hanley stated that the fence and permanent markers are installed.

Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ 90 Varnum Ave 145-896

Mr. Olson read the letter provided to the Board from Village Surveying dated December 11, 2012 with plans titled Plot Plan of Land dated December 7, 2012 prepared by Village Surveying to request a Certificate of Compliance.  The letter states that the work was completed in substantial compliance with the Order of Conditions.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:

New Business:
* Planning a Joint Meeting with Planning Board re: Open Space Filings – Mrs. Cahill stated that the Planning Board would like to meet with the Conservation Commission to discuss the open space filing requirements.  The Board agreed to meet on February 6, 2013 or February 13, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

Signings:
* Determination of Applicability/ 497 Arlington St
* Certificate of Compliance/ 2 Lewis St 145-882

* Certificate of Compliance/ 90 Varnum Ave 145-896

Motion made by Mr. Hassan to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.
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