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Dracut Recreation Commission Minutes of January 7, 2013


Dracut Recreation Commission

Minutes of January 7, 2013
Dracut Central Fire Station
Present: Michael Parent, Denis Kennedy, Steve Talbot, Charles Braley (arrived 6:33 p.m.), George Malonis (arrived 7:38 p.m.), Daniel Mallahan, George Roy, Robert Gantz, Jamie Desmarais (arrived 6:45 p.m.), Recreation Director Lori Cahill and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu.

Absent: Shannon Mitton-Talbot
Mr. Parent opened the meeting at 6:31 p.m.

Community Input: No one signed in under Community Input.

CPC Funds for Recreation Uses: 
Mrs. Cahill stated that the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) would like a priority list from the Recreation Commission of facilities and fields that are in need of work.  
Mr. Talbot provided the Recreation Commission with Dracut Baseball’s CPC wish list.
Mr. Roy discussed needing bathrooms at Monahan Field.

Mrs. Cahill discussed the Dadak property and stated that it would include one all purpose field for football, lacrosse and soccer.  The Commission discussed using turf on the field at the Dadak property.  The Commission discussed using CPC funds to purchase turf.

Mr. Braley discussed the needs for the Girl’s Basketball program at Dillon McAnespie Park.
Mr. Gantz discussed the needs for the Boy’s Basketball program at the Campbell School courts.

Mr. Braley discussed having an all purpose building for the Basketball programs at the Dadak property as they do not have an actual “home”.

Mr. Talbot provided a before and after drawing of Carrick field and discussed redesigning the layout for one 50/70 fenced in baseball field.  Mr. Talbot stated that the new park would also include a large utility field, updated tot lot, basketball/tennis court and additional parking.
Mr. Talbot discussed the work also needed at Hovey, Interval and the Campbell School.

Mr. Braley discussed needing single rims for the two courts, adjustable poles for the backboards, fixed benches and seating for the basketball courts at Dillon McAnespie.

Mr. Gantz discussed resurfacing the Campbell School basketball courts as the existing drainage is not good there.

Mr. Roy discussed moving the proposed bathrooms at Monahan Field towards the Bell property.  Mr. Roy stated that Monahan Field is the only girl’s facility in Town and they are in desperate need of bathrooms.  Mr. Roy stated that the backstop for Monahan 1 needs to be replaced.

Mr. Parent asked if the Commission could use the money in the revolving account to purchase some of the smaller items that are needed?  Mr. Cahill stated no, the revolving account money can’t be spent for those purposes.

Mr. Parent discussed proposing some of these issues to the Town to fix for safety reasons.

Motion made by Mr. Braley to send the Community Preservation Committee the following list prioritizing the wants/needs of the Recreation Department.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.
1. Development of the Dadak property.  The first priority would be the construction of a multi-purpose building to include two basketball courts, office space, storage space, bathrooms, wrestling room, utility space, etc.  The second priority, if a multi-purpose building was not constructed, would be a multi-purpose field.

2. Bathrooms at Monahan Field.  The first priority would be to purchase the Bell property for the construction of the bathrooms and additional parking.  The estimated cost for the bathrooms being constructed in the gazebo area of Monahan Field is $42,000.

3. Carrick Field – Redesign the layout of Carrick Field to improve the usage with the construction of one 50/70 fenced in baseball field, a large utility field, updated tot lot, basketball/tennis court and additional parking.

4. Campbell School Basketball Courts – Resurface the Basketball Courts.  The estimated cost for the resurfacing is $15,000.

5. Hovey Field – Level and add sod/hydro-seed on infield/outfield and a new scoreboard.  The estimated cost for the work at Hovey Field is $15,000.  Intervale Field – Irrigation system, level infield/outfield and new sod/hydro-seed.  Campbell School Field – Irrigation system, level infield/outfield, new sod/hydro-seed and new fencing.

6. Dillon McAnespie Basketball Courts – Adjustable poles for the backboards and rims for one court.  Single rims for the two courts that currently have double rims.  The estimated cost for the single rims is $200.00.  Fixed benches for seating for the players and viewers.

7. Backstop at Monahan Field.

Mr. Parent asked Mrs. Cahill to ask Ann Vandal, Finance Director, what could be paid within the structure of the revolving account.
Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Gantz to accept the minutes of December 3, 2012 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Kennedy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Financial Accounts: Motion made by Mr. Roy to accept the Financial Reports as presented.  Motion seconded by Mr. Braley.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Cahill stated that the revolving accounts are being audited as there is too much money in the account.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the individual sports groups need to look at their accounts and start ordering supplies, etc.

Motion made by Mr. Braley to transfer $532.37 from the Girl’s Basketball winter revolving account to the Girl’s Basketball summer revolving account.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Parent asked Mrs. Cahill to ask Mike Buxton, Public Works Director, if they purchase poles and rims for Dillon McAnespie would the Public Works Department install them.
Boys Basketball:

Mr. Gantz stated that the Boy’s and Adult leagues are running fine and the season is moving along.
Mr. Kennedy left the meeting at 7:35 p.m.
Girls Basketball:

Mr. Braley discussed possibly re-purposing the side rims from the High School gym to the Brookside gym.  Mr. Braley stated that the season is going well and having the travel player’s play with the recreation player’s is going great.  Mr. Braley stated that the 8th grade travel player’s that are playing for the 9th grade team are not playing recreation basketball.  Mr. Braley stated that he is still receiving Cori’s from the coaches.
Baseball: 

Mr. Talbot stated that there has been a big turnover in the Dracut Baseball Association Board and they will need some help with how things are to run for the upcoming season.  Mr. Talbot stated registrations for Baseball will start in February.
Softball: 

Mr. Roy stated that all is well.
Skiing: 

Mrs. Cahill stated that last Friday night was the first night for the program and all went well.
NFL Flag Football:
Mr. Mallahan stated that there isn’t anything going on right now for NFL Flag Football.
Wrestling:

Mr. Desmarais stated that all is good and the season is running well.
New Business: 

* High School Basketball Registration Information – Mr. Gantz stated that registrations would start 1/21/13 thru 2/15/13 with the $25.00 late fee from 2/16/13 thru 2/22/13.  Mr. Gantz stated that the season would start the first week in March with games Monday thru Thursday with a $95.00 registration fee.
* Baseball & Softball Registration Information – Mr. Talbot stated that Baseball registrations would start 2/1/13 thru 3/1/13 with the $25.00 late fee from 3/2/13 thru 3/8/13.  Mr. Talbot stated that the registrations fees for the T-Ball, Farm and Rookie leagues would be $50.00, Minor league would be $85.00 and the Major 70 and Babe Ruth leagues would be $100.00 this season.  Mr. Roy stated that the Softball registrations would be at the same time as Baseball and the registration fees would remain the same as last season.
* Spring Coed Basketball Registration Information – Mr. Gantz stated that there possibly would be no Spring Coed Basketball league this season.  Mr. Gantz stated that he needed to see if someone else would be interested in running the league.
* The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, February 5, 2013.
Motion made by Mr. Gantz to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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