Board of Selectmen

Minutes of July 8, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, James Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Manager’s Report – Mr. Duggan stated that it was a smooth transition into the new fiscal year.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has started meeting with businesses on Monday’s from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon with Karen Bergeron from the Chamber of Commerce and they have been receiving very positive comments.  Mr. Duggan stated that Mr. Edwards attended the recent Northern Massachusetts Municipal Gas Pipeline Coalition meeting and they are currently drafting a Mission Statement.  Mr. Duggan stated that the next meeting is scheduled for July 25, 2014.  Mr. DiRocco asked about the flag on the pole on Mill Street?  Mr. Edwards stated that he reviewed the Special Permit and the 11th special condition discusses the flag pole but does not required them to fly a flag.  Mr. Edwards stated that the only special condition is if an American Flag is flown from the tower then said flag should be properly lighted during periods of darkness.  Mr. DiRocco asked Mr. Edwards to contact Verizon and ask them about flying the flag.  Mr. Edwards provided the Board with a memo dated July 8, 2014 regarding the Beaverbrook Mill Telecommunications Tower/Flagpole.  Mr. DiRocco stated that a few Veterans have called him regarding the flag pole with no flag being flown.  The Board reviewed the Special Permit and Ms. Richardson sated that special condition #10 makes the assumption that a flag would be flown from that flag pole.  Mr. Archinski stated that the flag pole and flag were intended to cover the cell tower.  Mr. Duggan stated that yesterday he signed an Emergency Preparedness Grant with Deputy Patterson for Fire Department radios.
Report from Fire Chief – Deputy Rich Patterson appeared before the Board and stated that the Fire Department had 285 calls last month with 64% of the calls being medical calls.  Deputy Patterson stated that they had 24 calls in 24 hours yesterday due to the storm.  Deputy Patterson stated that Deputy Ralls would be retiring July 31st with 34 years on the Department and Captain Joe Greenwood would be retiring July 28th with 34 years and 2 on call years on the Department.
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Deputy Patterson stated that Captain Greg Gagnon is now the Fire Chief in Ipswich and Lt. Tim Grimes and Lt. Tom Mackey have been promoted to Captains and FF. Mark Armstrong and FF. Ken McMeniman have been promoted to Lieutenants.

Mr. DiRocco stated that Deputy Ralls and Captain Greenwood are two good Fire Fighters that will be missed and the recent promotions are well deserved.

Ms. Richardson stated that she would like to invite Deputy Ralls and Captain Greenwood to the Board’s next meeting to honor them for their service to the Town and the Community.

Mr. Archinski asked if they applied for the Fire Fighters Assistance Grant?  Deputy Patterson stated yes, they have applied but have not heard if they have received it.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Public Hearing – Kontos, Inc. d/b/a Alexanders Pharmacy for the Transfer Ownership, Transfer of Stock, New Officers, Directors, Stockholders and LLC Managers – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Attorney Demetroulakos appeared before the Board and stated that Kontos, Inc. is requesting transfer of ownership which is the completion of an estate plan.  Attorney Demetroulakos stated that the management for the pharmacy is under George Kontos and there was no money transferred on this transaction.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition of this public hearing.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Transfer of Ownership, Transfer of Stock, New Officers, Directors, Stockholders and LLC Managers.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Brox Industries, Inc. for a Modification of their Existing License for the Storage of Petroleum Products to include thereunder an Additional 240,000 Gallons of Liquid Asphalt – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Erik Stevenson from Brox Industries, Inc. appeared before the Board to request a modification to their existing license.  Mr. Stevenson stated that the request is an increase in the permitted petroleum storage capacity to cover an additional 240,000 gallons.  Mr. Stevenson stated that this amount would raise the total allotted storage quantity to 466,000 gallons.  Mr. Stevenson stated that the changes in the State and Federal guidelines with liquid asphalt is the reason for the request.  Mr. Stevenson stated the Dracut Fire Department and State Fire Marshalls Office has to approve the tanks before the liquid is stored.
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No abutters spoke for or in opposition of this public hearing.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he has spoken with Deputy Ralls from the Dracut Fire Department and he is o.k. with the request.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Brox Industries has always done the right thing, has never tried to cut corners and has always given back to the Community.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Modification of the Existing License for the Storage of Petroleum Products to include thereunder an Additional 240,000 Gallons of Liquid Asphalt.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEMS:
* Statement of Facts/Special Permit #14-1, Michael & Maureen Ide, Route 110 Auto, Inc., 310 Merrimack Ave – Submitted for the Board’s Final Adoption and Signature – Mr. Edwards stated that a “draft” Statement of Facts dated July 8, 2014 was sent to Mr. Ide and he is fine with the conditions.  Mr. Edwards stated that the Boards additional conditions were added to the Statement of Facts as condition #22, #23, #24, #25 and #26.  Mr. Edwards discussed condition #26 and stated the Board shall have an automatic review of this Special Permit six months from the granting of occupancy.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to Approve the Statement of Facts/Special Permit #14-1.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Mary Mottolo – Requesting Appointment to Dracut Cultural Council – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Appoint Mary Mottolo to the Dracut Cultural Council.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee and Open Space Committee are looking for new members.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Economic Development Sub-Committee – Mrs. Hughes stated that the Economic Development Sub-Committee recently met and Mr. Edwards and Jay Donovan from NMCOG brought the new Sub-Committee up to speed.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the Finance Committee will be meeting on July 9th, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. and also read the Finance Committee’s agenda.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he was passing the information along and discussed making sure the appropriate actions were taken.

Mrs. Hughes stated that the fireworks had been postponed until Thursday, August 28th, 2014 due to inclement weather.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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