Board of Selectmen

Minutes of June 24, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, James Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Report from Police Chief - Chief Richardson appeared before the Board and read the Dracut Police Department Officer Activity statistics from January 1, 2014 until June 1, 2014.  Chief Richardson discussed staffing, two officers retiring and one officer transferring to the Lowell Police Department.  Chief Richardson discussed the significant period of time that elapses during the hiring process and the need to complete a hiring plan.  Ms. Richardson discussed scheduling a Public Safety Sub-Committee meeting.  Chief Richardson stated that he would get back to Ms. Richardson with available meeting dates.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Board received an email regarding vandalism of trailers on Zygouris Road.  Chief Richardson stated that he would look into it.
Town Manager’s Report – Mr. Duggan stated that he has met with Steve Brox from Brox Industries, Inc. and was given a tour of the quarry and he has also met with Albanese Construction.  Mr. Duggan stated that all of the companies he has met with have stated that Board of Selectmen and Department Heads have gone above and beyond for them.  Mr. Duggan stated that he had his first Department Head meeting and the Council on Aging Director is retiring and the Board and he have been invited to the Talent Show at the Council on Aging.  Mr. Duggan stated that he and Karen Bergeron from the Lowell Chamber of Commerce will be visiting the smaller business on Mondays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Mr. Duggan stated that Town Hall, Town Hall Annex and the Sewer Department will be closing on September 11th and 12th for the move into the New Town Hall.  Mr. DiRocco stated that there is plenty of time to advertise the closings of the building to the Public.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has received a notice to proceed to demolish the two dwellings on Hildreth Street and has discussed grant opportunities with Mark Hamel, Superintendent Stone and Mike Buxton.
Mr. DiRocco asked about the status of the flag pole on the Mills.  Mr. Edwards stated that he would look into it.
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Mr. Edwards stated that he is working with Attorney Hall, Attorney Hall, Jr. and Tom Bomil regarding demolishing the property on Mill Street.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Pole Petition – Wheeler Road – Remove One Pole and Place One Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joseph Gleason from Verizon appeared before the Board and stated that the request is more for housekeeping matters.

No abutters spoke for or in opposition of the public hearing.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded Mr. Archinski.  Under Discussion:
Mr. Mike Buxton, Public Works Director, stated that the plan presented to the Board is not correct.  Mr. Buxton stated that the roadways are not correct on the presented plan.  Mr. Gleason stated that he was confused with Mr. Buxton’s comments and discussed map interpretation.

Mr. Buxton stated that he requires that the proposed pole locations be staked and they are not correct on the plan.
Motion failed.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing and not approve the presented plan for Wheeler Road.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Pole Petition – Catherine Street – Remove One Pole and Place One Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joseph Gleason from Verizon appeared before the Board and discussed the proposed plan.

Mr. Dave Leahy, 62 Catherine Street, appeared before the Board and stated that street numbers 60 and 62 are backwards on the plan.  Mr. Leahy stated that he also wants to make sure the current pole is removed as it is showing on the proposed plans that the pole will remain.  Mr. Gleason stated that the pole is on private property and that Verizon is only before the Board for the pole on the right of way.  Mr. Gleason assured the Board that the pole on the private property would be removed.

Mr. Archinski stated that he would not approve an incorrect plan.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Motion made by Mr. Archinski to not approve the presented plan for Catherine Street.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Continuation of Public Hearing – Michael Ide, 310 Merrimack Avenue – Conduct Auto Repair – Mr. Todd Ouellette, 25 Perot Drive, appeared before the Board and stated that he had sent a follow up email to the Board listing options for the Special Permit discussed during the site visit.

Mr. Dennis Connolly, 38 Joseph Avenue, appeared before the Board and discussed modifying the stipulations such as; hours, how many cars to be worked on and controlling future expansion.
Mrs. Hughes discussed signage on the property.  Mr. Ide stated that he does not need signage on the property.  Mr. Ide stated that he would be painting the building, doing some landscaping and stated that there would be no light in the back of the building.

Attorney Hall stated that the Special Permit can’t be transferred without the Board of Selectmen’s approval.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that there should be no testing driving of cars in the neighborhood.

Mr. Archinski asked if the building was big enough to hold ten cars?  Mr. Ide stated yes, the building is big enough for ten cars.

Mr. DiRocco stated that Mr. Ide has agreed to the 22 stipulations with a 23 added on for no signage on the property.

Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed limiting the number of cars at the location.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Special Permit with 23 stipulations.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Under Discussion:

Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed tow trucks coming into the property, fencing along the building and how many cars can be stored in the building.
Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed changing stipulation #7 to include all cars awaiting work are to be stored inside.

Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed applicant and customers entering through the front of the building and existing the front of the building.
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Motion amended by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the Special Permit with 26 stipulations.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Edwards stated that the Special Permit would be back on the agenda in six months for review.
AGENDA ITEMS:
Matt Zettek – Discuss Automated Recycling Program – Mr. Zettek appeared before the Board to discuss the Automated Bi-Weekly Recycling Program for Dracut residents.  Mr. Zettek discussed the sustainable materials grant and the benefits of the recycling program.  Mr. Zettek stated that residents would be receiving a 95 gallon cart with a warrantied repair program.  Mr. Zettek stated that the State grant has to be used this calendar year and they would be receiving an additional grant for public outreach.  Mr. Zettek stated that they are on target with the current trash savings and discussed the savings with going to the bi-weekly recycling program.  Ms. Richardson asked if the senior residents could get smaller recycling barrels?  Mr. Zettek stated that all residents will receive the 95 gallon cart.
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the Automated Bi-Weekly Recycling Program.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Recreation Director Lori Cahill – Discuss Dracut Skateboard Park – Mrs. Cahill appeared before the Board to give an update on what’s been happening at the Skateboard Park.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Skateboard Park is currently closed.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Park was opened, as scheduled, Memorial Day and was closed by the following Thursday due to profanity, cigarette smoking, marijuana use and the refusal to wear helmets.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Park has been monitored in the past and Park users have been given keys to get into the Park.

Mr. Archinski stated that Mrs. Dristiliaris and he are on the Recreation Sub-Committee and they have met with Mrs. Cahill and suggested that she go back to the Recreation Commission to discuss the status of the Skateboard Park and come back before the Board with the Recreation Commission’s recommendations.

Attorney Hall sated that if the Town does not charge a fee to use the Park then the Town is not liable for anything that may happen there.

Mr. Archinski discussed skateboarding being a non-parental sport.

Mr. Matt Meeney appeared before the Board and stated that there were no trash barrels in the Park and he has never witnessed girl’s being heckled.
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Mr. Alex Kokoliadis, 29 Arthur Ave, appeared before the Board and stated that the skaters have been very cooperative with the Police Department and the Police are going by the Park a few times a day.

Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed having a key card system for access into the Park.
Mr. Archinski discussed possibly removing the fencing around the Park.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he had been told by Mrs. Cahill that things were pretty good and now they are not good at the Park.  Mr. DiRocco asked how others Parks are working and discussed finding a way to come together and make it work.

Mr. Steve Gomes, 31 Sylvia Street, appeared before the Board and stated that these are not new problems at the Park.  Mr. Gomes discussed the lack of adult supervision and the need for concrete solutions.

Ms. Richardson discussed having Police Officer Quealy weigh in on the Park.

Mrs. Mary Cuddy, 502 Pleasant Street, appeared before the Board and stated that since the Park has gone in, it has been a living nightmare for her family.  Mrs. Cuddy stated that her family hates summer and discussed the use of profanity, fires and drug smells at the Park.  Mrs. Cuddy stated that she is one hundred percent for kids but the Park is a danger, nuisance and something needs to be done about it.
The Board asked Mrs. Cahill to bring the recommendations from the Recreation Commission to the next meeting.

Request for Common Victualler License – Dracut Family Diner, 1734 Lakeview Avenue – Change of Owner – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler License for Dracut Family Diner.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Request for Appointment to Cable Advisory Committee – Marietta Paquette – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to Appoint Marietta Paquette to the Cable Advisory Committee.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Request the Closing of a Portion of Lakeview Avenue on Saturday, September 6th, 2014 for Old Home Day – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Close a Portion of Lakeview Avenue on September 6th, 2014 for Old Home Day.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
(Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2014)

Request for a One Day Liquor License for July 26th, 2014 – Coyle’s Tavern – Mr. Bob Cox and Ms. Michelle Simard appeared before the Board to request a One Day Liquor License for a motorcycle fundraiser for a Veteran’s Organization at Coyle’s Tavern on July 26th, 2014.  Ms. Simard discussed the motorcycle run and the event after the run and Mr. Cox discussed having security and Police details for the event.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve a One Day Liquor License for July 26th, 2014 at Coyle’s Tavern.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Received Written Charges from Dracut Housing Authority re: Board Member Brian Bond and Take any Action Relative There-to-Under MGL Chapter 121B Section 6 – Attorney Hall stated that the Board has received written charges from the Dracut Housing Authority regarding Board Member Brian Bond.  Attorney Hall read MGL Chapter 121B Section 6.  Attorney Hall stated that the Board needed to vote to receive the charges and then vote to refer or not to refer the written charges to the DHCD.
Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Board should not be dealing with this.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the written charges are political words and the Board should not get involved.

Mrs. Hughes stated that the according to the Law, the written charges has to go to the Board then the DHCD.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the written charges are public documents once they are received.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Board should not be discussing this.

Mr. Archinski stated that according to the Law, the Dracut Housing Authority is complying to the Law with sending the written charges to the Board.

Ms. Richardson stated that some people don’t want their names being sent to the DHCD.

Attorney Hall stated that he would need to look into whether or not names could be omitted to the DHCD.  Attorney Hall stated that the Dracut Housing Authority is following the statutory mandate.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to receive the written charges from the Dracut Housing Authority regarding Board Member Brian Bond.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted opposed.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to waive the reading of the written charges from the Dracut Housing Authority regarding Board Member Brian Bond.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Under Discussion:
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Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that this was unnecessary for the Board to deal with.

Ms. Richardson stated that there are many seniors very concerned about what is happening at the Dracut Housing Authority.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that seniors don’t know anything about the letter.

Ms. Richardson stated that seniors are aware of the letter.

Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mr. DiRocco voted opposed.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to refer the written charges from the Dracut Housing Authority regarding Board Member Brian Bond to the DHCD.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted opposed.
Received Letters from the Dracut Public Schools to State Representative Colleen Garry and State Senator Barry Finegold re: Chapter 70 Foundation Formula – Ms. Richardson read the letters dated June 10, 2014 to State Representative Colleen Garry and State Senator Barry Finegold regarding Chapter 70 Foundation Formula signed jointly by the Dracut School Committee and Dracut Board of Selectmen.
Ms. Richardson stated that by signing the letters it shows a joint effort in having the formula looked at.  Ms. Richardson stated that this issue has been discussed at Tri-Board meetings.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that asking for the formula to be reviewed could work against us and that a revision may not benefit Dracut.

Ms. Richardson stated that the School Committee has asked that the Board work with them and support them.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that she finds the timing of the letter odd and stated that Barry Finegold is running for State Treasurer and State Representative Colleen Garry has sat on the Tri-Board meetings and discussed school funding and advocates for the Town.

Ms. Richardson stated that yes, Barry Finegold is running for State Treasure but he is still the State Senator and he has a job to do.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that she thinks the letters are poorly written and would not be signing them.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco that the Board of Selectmen sign the letters to State Representative Colleen Garry and State Senator Barry Finegold.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted opposed.
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Selectman Archinski – Discuss Requesting the Town Manager to Find Ways and Means to Provide Training to Town Residents, Voters and Town Meeting Participants on How to Properly File a Warrant Article and/or Motion at Town Meeting – Mr. Archinski stated that at the last Town Meeting there was frustration with individuals not understanding the Warrant Article process.  Mr. Archinski discussed having a training seminar before the Warrant Articles are due.  Mr. Duggan stated that a training seminar was a great idea.
Discuss Proposed Tennessee Gas Pipeline & Collaboration Options Available – Ms. Richardson stated that NMCOG is not having any success with Kinder Morgan.  Ms. Richardson stated that Kinder Morgan has respectfully declined returning to Dracut.  Ms. Richardson discussed joining with Townsend and other surrounding Town’s the Collaborative to receive more information regarding the Tennessee Gas Pipeline.
Mr. Archinski stated that joining the Collaboration would be a great idea.

Ms. Richardson stated that on July 1st at 10:00 a.m. the Collaboration is meeting to discuss the proposed pipeline.
Motion made by Mr. Archinski to join Townsend’s Collaborative regarding the Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discuss Wording on Future Agenda’s – Attorney Hall discussed the proposed wording to be added to the Board’s future agenda’s; “The matters listed above are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair that may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.”
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to add the wording to all future agenda’s.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee and Open Space Committee are looking for new members.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Economic Development – Mrs. Hughes stated that the Economic Development Sub-Committee is meeting tomorrow night.
Open Space Committee – Mr. Archinski stated that they have met with the Committee and they are a very good group.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of April 15, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session to discuss One Person One Vote Litigation.

9:53 p.m. Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to go into Executive Session.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Roll Call Vote:

Alison Hughes – Yes


Joseph DiRocco – Yes
Tony Archinski – Yes


Tami Dristiliaris – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

Motion passed unanimously.

Attorney Hall stated that no votes would be taken during the Executive Session.
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

________________________________
Cathy Richardson, Chairperson

________________________________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman
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________________________________

Tony Archinski, Clerk
________________________________
Tami Dristiliaris
________________________________

Alison Hughes
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