Board of Selectmen

Minutes of March 10, 2015
Selectmen’s Chamber, Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Jim Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Town Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Tami M. Dristiliaris
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

Mrs. Caroline Zuk, 100 Old Parker Road – Mrs. Zuk appeared before the Board to discuss the pipeline proposal for Dracut.  Mrs. Zuk stated that Dracut is the most impacted by the proposed pipeline.  Mrs. Zuk stated that farms will be effected, discussed the Community Preservation Committee and the State appropriated funds and the capacity of the proposed compression station.  Mrs. Zuk discussed Congresswoman Niki Tsongas having a liaison for information regarding Kinder Morgan.  Mrs. Zuk provided the address for FERC and Docket Number and stated that the residents need to get answers.  Mrs. Zuk asked “what is our legacy” discussed fossil fuels, property values, farm’s and agriculture and what will we leave our future generations.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Duggan discussed the Finance Committee meeting held last night and the FY16 budget.  Mr. Duggan stated that there are no changes to the budget from FY15.  Mr. Duggan discussed adding three officers and one has been a transfer from Chelmsford.  Mr. Duggan discussed the nine neglected properties and the 40U designation.  Mr. Duggan discussed partnering with the City of Lowell with a Municipal Hearings Officer.  Mr. Duggan discussed the upcoming Sewer Contract and stated that they are ready to go.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Sewer Contract would be in the Colburn Ave, Hildreth St, Cherrywood Dr and Mammoth Road areas.  Mr. Duggan stated that the two pumps stated would be done in spring 2015.
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Mr. Duggan stated that the FY15 Real Estate, Personal Property and Kenwood Water bills would be going out to the residents.  Mr. Duggan stated that the seniors working on the rebate program are working out very well.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief Brouillette appeared before the Board and stated that the Fire Department responded to 286 calls in February.  Chief Brouillette stated that a lot of the calls were gas odor calls.  Chief Brouillette discussed the snow getting heavy and suggested residents hire professionals to clean off their roofs.  Chief Brouillette stated that they had one residential roof collapse with no one injured.  Chief Brouillette stated that two firefighters are graduating from the academy on February 27th and one firefighter is still in the academy.  Chief Brouillette stated that the fire safety classes in the schools are staring next month and reminded resident to change their batteries with the upcoming time change.  Chief Brouillette stated that the Firefighters Ball will be held March 21st, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at Lenzi’s and tickets are still available.
AGENDA ITEMS:
* Request for Common Victualler License – Bagels Burgers, 1794 Bridge Street #30A, Change of Owner to Keith Blum – Mr. Blum appeared before the Board and stated that he is purchasing Bagels N’ Burgers and everything would be staying the same.  Mr. Blum stated that he would be offering some new sandwiches on the menu.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler License for Bagels N’ Burgers.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Discuss and Vote on Statement of Interests for Multiple School Buildings to MSBA – Superintendent Stone appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed three Statements of Interest to the MSBA for the Englesby School roof, Brookside School all new mechanicals and the Campbell School all new mechanicals.  Superintendent Stone stated that the School Committee voted to approve all three Statements of Interest at their meeting last night.  Superintendent Stone discussed the MSBA process and if approved the proposed construction would be about five years out.  Mr. Duggan stated that they do have the ability to pause any proposed work if the projects are chosen by the MSBA.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to having convened in an open meeting on March 10, 2015 the Board of Selectmen of Dracut, in accordance with its Charter, By-Laws and Ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent of Schools to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated March 10, 2015 for the Englesby Elementary School located at 1580 Lakeview Avenue, Dracut, Massachusetts which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School 
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Building Authority in the future. (5) Replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers, heating ventilation systems, to increase energy conservation and decrease energy related costs in a school facility and (7) replacement of/or additional to obsolete buildings in order to provide for a full range of programs consistent with State and approved local requirements; and herby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town of Dracut Public School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion made by Mr. Archinski to having convened in an open meeting on March 10, 2015 the Board of Selectmen of Dracut, in accordance with its charter, by-laws and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent of Schools to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated March 10, 2015 for the Brookside Elementary School located at 1560 Lakeview Ave, Dracut, Massachusetts which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future.  (5) Replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers, heating ventilation systems, to increase energy conservation and decrease energy related costs in a school facility and (7) replacement of/or addition to obsolete buildings in order to provide for a full range of programs consistent with state and approved local requirements; and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town of Dracut Public School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to having convened in an open meeting on March 10, 2015, the Board of Selectmen of Dracut, in accordance with its charter, by-laws and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent of Schools to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated March 10, 2015 for the Joseph A. Campbell Elementary School located at 1021 Methuen St., Dracut, Massachusetts which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future.  (5) Replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers, heating ventilation systems, to increase energy conservation and decrease energy related costs in a school facility and (7) replacement of/or addition to obsolete buildings in order to provide for a full range of programs consistent with state and approved local requirements; and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form the 
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Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town of Dracut Public School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Community Preservation Committee – Discuss Committee’s Policies, Procedures and Guidelines – Mr. DiRocco stated that a year ago he had requested that the Community Preservation Committee appear before the Board to discuss their policies, procedures and guidelines.  Ms. Helen Dunlap, Chairperson of the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) appeared before the Board and stated that the CPC is a nine member Committee with five members chosen by the individual Boards and four at-large members appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  Ms. Dunlap stated that the CPC’s job is to oversee the expenditures of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) fund which consists of 80% Open Space/Recreation, 10% Housing and 10% Historical.   Ms. Dunlap discussed preserving farm land and open space and provided the Board with a copy of the Town of Dracut Community Preservation Open Space Application Form which is now required to be used.  Ms. Dunlap discussed the open space preservation process for land owners, preservation options for landowners and their Landowner Outreach Sub-Committee.  Ms. Dunlap stated that landowners are required to come to the CPC in person with deeds, etc. as the CPC does not want any surprises.  Ms. Dunlap stated that the CPC is very proactive and they have gone after landowners to preserve the land and discussed not being sure if residents know they are available.  Ms. Dunlap stated that the law has changed regarding the use of recreational funds to refurbish parks, etc.  Ms. Dunlap stated that all Boards are sent letters asking if any projects were needed.

Mr. DiRocco stated that guidelines will help residents with having the appropriate information and project would pass easier.

Ms. Dunlap stated that they are trying to tighten up the process and would report back to the Board periodically with any upcoming information.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like the Board to get copies of the meeting minutes of the CPC meetings.

Ms. Richardson called for a recess at 7:45 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 7:51 p.m.

* Ongoing Discussion Regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Mr. Dan Mooney, 71 Heather Road, appeared before the Board and presented a presentation “What is potential impact radius of a pipeline failure”.  Mr. Mooney presented the definition of potential impact radius, how big is the potential impact radius, effects of thermal radiation on people and 
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structures, area near pumping station, Pelczar Road potential impact radius zone, area near St. Francis Church, Jones Ave, Parker Road and Methuen Street.  Mr. Mooney urged residents to contact FERC with any concerns.
Ms. Lisa Laponie appeared before the Board and stated that if residents have any information, comments, concerns, etc. give it to FERC.

Mr. Hans Ebert, 16 Sesame Street, appeared before the Board and stated that the entire proposed area is ledge and granite and discussed blasting, noise, vibrations and blasts from Brox Industries.  Mr. Ebert discussed what the installation was going to do, how are they going to isolate ground motion with blasting and how are they going to make sure nothing happens to the pipeline.  Mr. Ebert discussed the proposed compressor station and how would the sound and vibration be mitigated.

Ms. Caroline Zuk, 100 Old Parker Rd, appeared before the Board and discussed FERC coming to Town in May/June and possibly having a meeting in Dracut.

Mr. Robert Fisher, 181 Pelczar Rd, appeared before the Board and stated that most of the residents received packets from Kinder Morgan asking for surveying permission.
Mr. Duggan stated that Kinder Morgan has only asked the Town to survey on Town property and stated that Kinder Morgan will work off of very advanced GIS system to get information if not allowed on any properties.

Mr. Rich Cowan, 12 Greenlawn Ave, appeared before the Board and discussed the scoping sessions and stated that Wilmington and Andover brought an Eminent Domain attorney to their Board of Selectmen’s meetings and Dracut may want to ask the same attorney to come to one of their meetings.

Ms. Richardson stated that the next Coalition meeting will be held on March 23, 2015 in North Reading at 10:00 a.m.

Mr. DiRocco stated that some New Hampshire Communities are taking votes on the pipeline tonight and stated that the Fire Department is always in attendance for any blasting.

Mr. David Jones, 163 Parker Rd, appeared before the Board and asked how many times blasts are recorded?

Mr. DiRocco stated that the Board would have the Fire Chief discussed the blasting procedures at the next Board meeting he is scheduled to attend.
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* Discuss and Vote to Place a Non-Binding Public Opinion Question on the May 4th, 2015 Town Election Ballot Submitted by Voter Petition/William Morin – Mr. William Morin appeared before the Board to discuss a second petition with wording changes from the original petition submitted at a previous meeting.  Mr. Morin stated that the Public Opinion Question should be on the ballot and residents should be made aware of the proposed pipeline issue.  Mr. Morin stated that having the question on the ballot would get residents talking.  Mr. Morin stated that he doesn’t like the idea with the Town Manager and Representative Garry having talks with Kinder Morgan.  Mr. Morin discussed eminent domain and the need to hear the pulse of the Town.  Mr. Morin stated that he is looking out for the farmers’ and Dracut and would be willing to be arrested with the farmers’.

Mr. Archinski discussed the purpose of taking the pulse of the residents?  Mr. Morin stated that having the question on the ballot would get the word out.

Mr. Archinski asked Mr. Morin if he was a member of any qroup?  Mr. Morin stated no, but would be speaking at the meeting.

Ms. Caroline Zuk, 100 Old Parker Road, appeared before the Board and asked how do you get leverage?  Ms. Zuk discussed the need for a forum and how is it going to make a difference?  Ms. Zuk stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group is going to address their issues with FERC and that is the direction they are taking.
Ms. Richardson stated that the most important place in regards to the issues with the proposed pipeline is through FERC.

Mr. Edwards discussed attending scoping sessions and that the only permit needed by Kinder Morgan for the proposed pipeline is a Conservation permit.  Mr. Edwards stated that residents need to make their voice heard through FERC.

Mr. Morin stated that the residents that signed the petition have the right to be heard as well and it should be up to the residents.

Mr. Dan Mooney, 71 Heather Rd, appeared before the Board and stated that they have to have the presumption that residents are aware and informed when voting on the public opinion question.
Mr. DiRocco stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group at the Board’s last meeting decided to not put the vote on the ballot and Mr. Morin was on the last agenda but did not attend the meeting.

Mr. Morin discussed the resident being the low man on the totem pole and pushing the issue like an election.  Mr. Morin stated that the Board is wrong if they don’t put the question on the ballot and the residents will not be treated fairly with eminent domain.
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Mrs. Hughes asked what the vote would do?  Mr. Morin stated that it would give the power to negotiate.

Ms. Richardson stated that we would not know the actual route until September and discussed possibly having a vote in the fall.  Ms. Richardson stated that the majority of the residents she has spoken to agree with the Pipeline Awareness Group.

Ms. Susan Ferri, 217 Trout Brook Rd, appeared before the Board and stated that it doesn’t matter what the general consensus of the Town is and maybe discuss this further after Town Meeting.

Mr. Morin stated that the Board should vote on the question; yes or no.

Ms. Richardson handed over the Chairmanship to Vice-Chairman DiRocco.

Motion made by Ms. Richardson to place the Non-Binding Public Opinion Question on the May 4th, 2015 Town Election Ballot Submitted by Voter Petition/William Morin.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Roll Call Vote:

Alison Hughes – No

Tony Archinski – No

Cathy Richardson – No

Joseph DiRocco – No

Motion failed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Government Rules and Regulations Committee, Affordable Housing Partnership Committee, Conservation Commission and Dracut Cultural Council are looking for new members.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:

* Open Space Sub-Committee – Mr. Archinski stated that the Open Space Committee is having the Greater Lowell Vocation School rebrand their logos and pamphlets.  Mr. Archinski stated that the Committee is a great group of people and are making great progress.
*Economic Development Committee – Mr. Archinski stated that the Committee is working with Mr. Jay Donovan from NMCOG to review the Economic Development strategy, reworking reports and setting a permanent meeting schedule.
* Healthy Communities Work Group – Ms. Richardson stated that the Group had their first basic meeting today and they are resurrecting the Committee.
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Mr. Archinski stated that the wording was incorrect for the Englesby School’s Statement of Interest and the motion and vote would need to be retaken.  

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to having convened in an open meeting on March 10, 2015 he Board of Selectmen of Dracut, in accordance with its charter, by-laws and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent of Schools to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated March 10, 2015 for the Englesby Elementary School located at 1580 Lakeview Ave, Dracut, Massachusetts which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future.  (5) Replacement of roof system consistent with state and approved local requirements; and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town of Dracut Public School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Minutes of January 13, 2015 – Joint Meeting/Board of Selectmen & Dracut Housing Authority.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Minutes of January 13, 2015.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of February 3, 2015.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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