Board of Selectmen

Minutes of March 11, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, John J. Zimini, Tony Archinski, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6:15 p.m.

Public Hearing – Dracut Police Department Alarm By-Law and Regulations

Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice for the Dracut Police Department Alarm By-Law and Regulations.

Deputy Chartrand appeared before the Board and stated that the By-Law has been discussed extensively at previous meeting and discussed the amount of calls the Police Department responds to regarding alarms.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the idea of the By-Law is to make sure residents and businesses’ maintain their alarm systems in good working order.

No one from the public spoke for or against this public hearing.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to vote to send the By-Law to Town Meeting.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he is not in favor of charging fee’s as residents will be paying more to protect their homes.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the fees to the homeowner, businesses and alarm companies.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he understands why the By-Law is needed but he worries that residents would turn on their alarms because they are afraid of paying a fee.

Deputy Chartrand stated that he understands the concerns with implementing fees but the fees are below level than any surrounding Towns.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the bigger fees are only for the people with alarms that are not maintained.

Deputy Chartrand stated that the initial fee is a permitting fee and registered homeowners would pay $15.00 and registered businesses would pay $25.00.

Deputy Chartrand discussed what the Police Department declares a false alarm.  Deputy Chartrand stated that they are trying to reduce unnecessary calls.
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Mr. Archinski stated that the By-Law is too robust as it’s a twelve page By-Law.  Mr. Archinski stated that he feels as though the fine structure is too much, as there are fines for renewing permits and fines for revoked permits.  

Mr. Archinski stated that that the By-Law should be a one paragraph By-Law.  Mr. Archinski asked how big is the problem really?

Mr. Archinski discussed fines being appealed to the Town Manager and asked who is going to collect the fines and who would pay any possible Attorney Fees?

Mr. Archinski stated that he is not saying there is not a need for a By-Law it’s just the whole By-Law is too robust.
Mr. DiRocco stated that the By-Law needs to be looked at more including fixing the nuisance alarms.

Deputy Chartrand stated that the idea is to update and have current information for homeowners with alarms.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the appeal process is to give residents and opportunity to discuss and explain why their alarm keeping going off.  Deputy Chartrand stated that it is very difficult to define on what a nuisance call would be.

Attorney Hall discussed defining a false alarm or some other defective alarm and stated that they could use the definitions already in the proposed By-Law.
Mr. Zimini stated that he likes the concept of a false alarm and understands the fine process but does have a problem with the registration fees.

Mr. Cox stated that he does know that the Police Department go to a lot of false alarm calls but he needs to give some serious thought about the annual fees.

Attorney Hall stated that the By-Law document is well written and is a legal document that could be signed as is.
Attorney Hall stated that the Board still needed to decide if they even want a By-Law and discuss fee’s, fines, etc.
Motion made by Mr. Cox to accept the Dracut Police Department Alarm By-Law and Regulations with revisions to be discussed at a future meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. DiRocco stated that the definitions of false alarms needed to be looked at.

The Board discussed the information in the proposed By-Law.
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Motion made by Mr. Zimini to continue the Public Hearing until April 8, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Continuation of Public Hearing of Proposed Town Charter Changes

Attorney Hall reviewed the proposed Town Charter Changes and suggested the Board review the changes one more time and call for a vote.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he did miss one meeting but he did review the DVD of the meeting that the missed.

Attorney Hall stated the Board had the Town Clerk take action and moving forward the Warrant Articles need to be prepared.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the proposed Town Charter changes as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Under Discussion:

Mr. Zimini stated that he has missed several meeting and would not be voting on this; he will wait for Town Meeting to vote.

Motion passed 4-0-1.  Mr. Zimini abstained from voting.

The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
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