Board of Selectmen

Minutes of March 24, 2015
Selectmen’s Chamber, Town Hall
Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, Jim Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Town Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Absent: Tony Archinski, Clerk
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Ms. Richardson also sent her condolences to the Szczepanik and Dalphond families.
WARRANT APPROVAL:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the May 4, 2015 Election Warrant Approval.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Under Discussion:

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that she did not like the way #6, #8 and #10 were written on the presented Warrant.

Motion passed 3 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted opposed.
COMMUNITY INPUT: - No one signed in under Community Input.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Duggan discussed the RFP for the Monahan Field bathrooms and stated that the work could be started in 35-40 days.  Mr. Duggan stated that Governor Baker has allocated $119,591 for potholes which has to be spent by June 30, 2015.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Rabies Clinic will be held on March 28, 2015 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and residents can also license their dogs there as well.  Mr. Duggan stated that all dog licenses after April 1, 2015 will have a late fee of $10.00.  Mr. Duggan stated that Real Estate tax bills will go out next week.  Mr. Duggan discussed the Middlesex 3 Coalition and stated that there may be some economic development from the Coalition.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Community Preservation Committee is looking at 761 Mammoth Road and having an appraisal on the property completed.  Mr. Duggan discussed creating a Vision Committee to review the endless potential on the site.  Mr. Duggan stated that the site has the 2nd oldest house in Dracut and discussed the other existing structures on the site.
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POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief Richardson appeared before the Board and introduced New Officer Matthew Flynn.  Chief Richardson discussed Officer Flynn’s past experience with the Chelmsford Police Department.  Chief Richardson discussed his Officer Activity Report and stated that there have been 4,581 calls for service as of today.
Mrs. Dristiliaris discussed the amount of drug overdoses and suicides on a monthly basis in the Community.

AGENDA ITEMS:
* Ann Vandal – Vote on the Issuance of Bonds for Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust – Contract #32 – Mrs. Vandal discussed the $4.6 million dollars in Bonds for Sewer Contract #32 and the under 2% interest rate.  Mrs. Vandal stated that she recommends approval to the Board for the issuance of the Bonds.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to certify that at a meeting of the board held March 24, 2015, of which meeting all members of the board were duly notified and at which a quorum was present, the following vote was passed, all of which appears upon the official record of the board in my custody:

VOTED:
(1)
That the Town shall issue a bond or bonds in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $4,693,582 (the “Bonds”) pursuant to Chapters 29C and 44 of the General Laws and a vote of the Town passed June 4, 2012 (Article 18), which authorized a total borrowing of $12,500,000, for the construction of sewers and other water pollution control facilities identified in such vote (the “Project”);



(2)
that in anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds the Treasurer is authorized to issue an interim loan note or notes (the “Notes”) from time to time in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $4,693,582;



(3)
That each Bond or Note shall be issued as a single registered security, and sold to the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust (the “Trust”) at a price determined pursuant to the Financing Agreement;



(4)
that the Treasurer is authorized to determine the date, the form, the maximum interest rate and the principal maturities of each Bond and Note, and to execute a Financing Agreement (or Agreements) with the Trust with respect to the sale of the Bonds and Notes, such date, form and maturities and the specific interest rate or rates of the Bonds and Notes to be approved by a majority of the Board of Selectmen and the Treasurer and evidenced by their execution of the Bonds or Notes;
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(5)
that all action taken to date by the Town and its officers and agents to carry out the Project and its financing, including the execution of any loan commitment or agreement by the Treasurer, are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed; and



(6)
That the Treasurer and the other appropriate Town officials are each hereby authorized to take any and all actions necessary or convenient to carry out the provisions of this vote, including execution and delivery of the Financing Agreement(s) and the Project Regulatory Agreement(s) relating to the Project.


I further certify that the vote was adopted at a meeting open to the public, that no vote was taken by secret ballot, that notice stating the place, date, time and agenda of the meeting (which agenda included the adoption of the above vote) was filed with the Town Clerk and a copy thereof posted in a manner conspicuously visible to the public at all hours in or on the municipal building that the office of the Town Clerk is located or, if applicable, in accordance with an alternative method of notice prescribed or approved by the Attorney General as set forth in 940 CMR 29.03(2)(b), at least 48 hours, not including Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, prior to the time of the meeting and remained so posted at the time of the meeting, that no deliberations or decisions in connection with the sale of the Bonds or Notes were taken in executive session, and that the official record of the meeting was made available to the public promptly and remains available to the public, all in accordance with G.L c.30A, §§18-25, as amended.  I further certify that the vote has not been amended, supplemented or revoked and remains in effect on this date.

Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mrs. Dristiliaris abstained from voting.
* Mike Buxton – Yearly Stormwater Report – Mr. Edwards presented the Stormwater DVD to the Board which has also been shown on Dracut Cable Access Television.  The Stormwater DVD explained how Stormwater Management works.  Mr. Buxton stated that NMCOG provided the DVD and discussed the discharge of water and explained that each Community has to provide a program.  Mr. Buxton discussed run-off into storm drains and waterways and stated that the Department of Public Works sweep the streets, cleans catch basins and provides hazardous waste days to residents.  Mr. Buxton discussed promoting regional communication and the new permitting is more costly.  Mr. Buxton provided the Board with a brochure titled “After to Storm”.

* Review & Approve Charter Change Amendments for May 4, 2015 Town Election – Attorney Hall stated that Town Meeting voted and approved the Charter Change Amendments previously approved by the Board of Selectmen.  Attorney Hall stated that the Charter Changes were reviewed by Kathy Graham and the Board just needed to approve the Charter Changes for the Election Ballot.  Attorney Hall stated that a handout is being provided to all voter summarizing the proposed Charter Changes.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve (17) Charter Changes to go on the Election Ballot on the May 4, 2015 Town Election.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Alison Tully, Center for Hope & Healing – “Take Back the Night” – Ms. Tully appeared before the Board to discuss the 10th Annual “Take Back the Night” event and invited the Dracut Community to attend the event on April 16, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Lowell City Hall.  Ms. Tully stated that the event is coordinated by local agencies who have a keen desire to end violence and hate crimes.  The Board thanked Ms. Tully for attending the meeting and stated that they would help with getting the event information out to the Community.

* Owen & Ollie’s Restaurant – Request for a One Hour All Alcohol Liquor License, Sunday, April 19th, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. – Mr. Harry Gorman appeared before the Board to request the One Hour All Alcohol Liquor License.  Mr. Gorman stated that they would be hosting the G-Man Foundation Run for Autism and would like to start serving All Alcohol at 10:00 a.m. for the event.  Mr. Gorman stated that he does have the approval from Deputy Chartrand for the race
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the One Hour All Alcohol Liquor License for Sunday, April 19th, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed 3 to 1.  Mr. DiRocco voted opposed.

* David Mayall, 1327 Bridge Street – Request for a Livery License for Transportation Purposes – Mr. David Mayall appeared before the Board to request a Livery License for one vehicle for transportation purposes.  Mr. Mayall stated that most of his transportation work is in Boston.
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the Livery License for One-Vehicle for Transportation Purposes.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Cancun Mexican Restaurant, 24A Pleasant Street – Request for Common Victualler License (Change of Name – Formerly Porky’s Hot Spot) – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve the Common Victualler License for Cancun Mexican Restaurant.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

* MBES, Corp. d/b/a Paddy’s Ale House, 1629 Lakeview Avenue – Request for General License for Juke Box, Bowling Game & Bar Top Game – Mr. Barry Myers appeared before the Board to request a license for a Juke Box, Bowling Game and Bar Top Game machines.  Mr. Myers stated that there are no poker machines on the premise.  Mr. Myers stated that the kitchen will be having a soft opening on Thursday.
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Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve a General License for a Juke Box, Bowling Game and Bar Top Game.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Ongoing Discussion Regarding Tennessee Gas Pipeline – Mrs. Caroline Zuk, 100 Parker Road, appeared before the Board and stated that residents on Pelczar Rd, Sesame Street and Heather Road are being approached by Kinder Morgan to access their properties.  Mrs. Zuk stated that the next Pipeline Awareness Group meeting will be held on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the Dracut American Legion.  Mrs. Zuk discussed the new press releases and the impact the proposed pipeline will have on Dracut in general.  Mrs. Zuk stated that the Pipeline Awareness Group is asking Mr. Duggan to make sure we are doing the right thing.
Mr. Peter Clark, 135 Heather Road, appeared before the Board and stated that Kinder Morgan come onto his property with denied permission and asked if there was any recourse through the Town?  Attorney Hall stated that it is more of a civil matter and stated that the Board could take a vote to send a letter to Kinder Morgan stating that the Town is not happy that they are accessing properties without permission.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that Mr. Clark may want to hire an attorney.  Ms. Richardson stated that she would draft a letter with the Town Manager and Town Counsel.

7:52 p.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  - Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session to discuss the terms of the Patrolman & Superior Officers Collective Bargaining Contracts.  Roll Call Vote:

Alison Hughes – Yes

Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tami Dristiliaris – Yes
Cathy Richardson – Yes

Attorney Hall stated that the Board also needed to discuss the Greater Lowell Voke “One Man One Vote” litigation issue.  Attorney Hall stated that this an emergency issue.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to add the emergency litigation issue with the Greater Lowell Voke “One Man One Vote” into the Executive Session discussion.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Roll Call Vote:

Alison Hughes – Yes

Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tami Dristiliaris – Yes
Cathy Richardson – Yes

Motion passed unanimously.
The regular meeting resumed at 8:18 p.m. with no votes being taken.
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* Vote on Ratification of Patrolman & Superior Officers Collective Bargaining Contracts – Ms. Richardson stated that the Board appreciates all the Patrolman and Superior Officers do.  Mr. Duggan stated that there are two contracts to be ratified and discussed the many months of negotiations.  Mr. Duggan stated that he applauds the efforts of the Patrolman and Superior Officers and their commitment to the Town.  Mr. Duggan stated that there are three year agreements with retro pay.  Mr. Duggan summarized the contracts and stated that he recommends approval.  Mr. DiRocco asked if the Town could afford the contracts as well as the upcoming Fire Department contracts?  Mr. Duggan stated yes, the Town could afford the contracts.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Ratify the Memorandum of Agreement for Dracut Police Unit 4A for FY15-FY17.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Ratify the Memorandum of Agreement for Dracut Police Unit 4B for FY15-FY17.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Jason George, President of the Superior Officers Union, appeared before the Board and expressed appreciation of the Board of Selectmen and the Town Manager’s efforts.

OLD BUSINESS:
Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Government Rules and Regulations Committee, Affordable Housing Partnership Committee, Conservation Commission and Dracut Cultural Council are looking for new members.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: - There were no Sub-Committee Reports for this meeting.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of February 10, 2015.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mrs. Hughes abstained from voting.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURMENT:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
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The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

________________________________
Cathy Richardson, Chairperson

________________________________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman

_____________ABSENT____________
Tony Archinski, Clerk
_________________________________
Tami M. Dristiliaris
________________________________
Alison Hughes
PAGE  
7

