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Dracut Recreation Commission Minutes of March 4, 2013


Dracut Recreation Commission

Minutes of March 4, 2013
Dracut Central Fire Station
Present: Michael Parent, Denis Kennedy, Steven Talbot, George Malonis (arrived 7:08 p.m.), Daniel Mallahan, George Roy, Robert Gantz, Jamie Desmarais (arrived 7:01 p.m.), Recreation Director Lori Cahill and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu.

Absent: Charles Braley and Shannon Mitton-Talbot
Mr. Parent opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Community Input: No one signed in under Community Input.
Girl’s Travel Basketball – Janette Marquez Appealing Girl’s Basketball Decision - Mrs. Cahill stated that Mrs. Marquez has withdrawn her appeal request.  Mr. Parent stated that on February 10, 2013 at a 5th grade Girl’s Travel Basketball game in Hampstead, NH there was a physical altercation between two Dracut parents in front of the players, parents and others at the gym.  Mr. Parent stated that the Girl’s Basketball Board held a meeting on February 13, 2013 to deal with Mrs. Marquez physically assaulting Ms. Hayhurst.  Mr. Parent stated that the Girl’s Basketball Board suspended Mrs. Marquez from all Dracut Recreation events for one year.  Mr. Parent stated that there was a recent night event at UMass Lowell which Mrs. Marquez attended as Mrs. Marquez works at UMass Lowell and received permission from them to attend the event.  Mr. Parent stated that Mrs. Marquez was asked to not attend any recreation event whether it is home or away.  Mr. Parent discussed creating a new letter from the Recreation Commission to Mrs. Marquez explaining that she is not allowed at any recreational event or activity for one year.  Mr. Parent stated that Mrs. Marquez has filed an official complaint with the Girl’s Basketball Board against Ms. Hayhurst.  Mrs. Marquez’s complaint states that Ms. Hayhurst has made derogatory comments to her and her family.  Mr. Parent stated that the Girl’s Basketball Board will be meeting on March 6, 2013 for a hearing related to Mrs. Marquez’s claim against Ms. Hayhurst.  Mrs. Cahill stated that Mrs. Marquez came to the Recreation Department last Friday to apologize for her actions.  Mrs. Cahill stated that Mrs. Marquez understands the Girl’s Basketball Board’s decision.  Mrs. Cahill stated that Mrs. Marquez should be speaking for herself during the hearing process against Ms. Hayhurst.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she would send a letter to Mrs. Marquez from the Recreation Commission regarding being suspended for one year from all Dracut recreational events and activities.  Mr. Parent discussed the Marquez family having the right to make a claim with the Office of Civil Rights against Ms. Hayhurst.  Mr. Parent provided a sample letter dated March 4, 2013 to the Commission for their review to be sent to Mrs. Marquez from the Recreation Commission.  The Commission discussed the sample letter and agreed that Town Counsel needed to review the letter before it was sent to Mrs. Marquez.
Motion made by Mr. Malonis to approve the letter, with Town Counsel review, to be sent to Mrs. Marquez.  Motion seconded by Mr. Gantz.  Motion passed unanimously.

Skateboard Park – Daniel Cuddy – Mrs. Cahill discussed the email dated February 28, 2013 from Daniel Cuddy regarding the Skateboard Park affecting his quality of life.  Mrs. Cahill stated that George Roy, Joe DiRocco and she can meet again to discuss the upcoming season.  Mrs. Cahill stated that they would meet before the April Recreation Commission meeting.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she did close the Skateboard Park two weeks earlier last season because the kids weren’t abiding by the rules and regulations.
Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Mallahan to accept the minutes of February 5, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Roy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Financial Accounts: 
Mrs. Cahill stated that the individual sports groups needed to start spending the money that they carried over from last fiscal year.  Mrs. Cahill stated that they needed to get the accounts as close to zero as possible as they can only roll over up to $10,000 as a whole on June 30th.

Mr. Parent discussed Girl’s Basketball purchasing adjustable poles for Dillon McAnespie which would be delivered to the Department of Public Works (DPW).  Mr. Parent discussed the DPW installing the adjustable poles in April.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she is sure the DPW would install the adjustable poles at Dillon McAnespie.

Motion made by Mr. Gantz for Girl’s Basketball to pursue the purchase of adjustable poles and rims for Dillon McAnespie Park including locking procedures for 10” rims.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Kennedy to accept the Financial Reports as presented.  Motion seconded by Mr. Desmarais.  Motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence:

* Email to Ann Vandal dated January 8, 2013 and letter from Ann Vandal dated January 11, 2013 regarding the Recreation Revolving Fund – Mrs. Cahill stated that the individual sports groups need to start spending money from the recreation revolving account.
* Email from Charlie Braley dated February 21, 2013 regarding his resignation – Mr. Gantz discussed possibly merging the Boy’s and Girl’s Basketball programs.  Mr. Gantz stated that they would have one President, a Vice-President for both leagues and a Vice-President for both travel leagues.

* Email from the Marquez Family dated February 24, 2013 regarding appealing the Girl’s Basketball Board’s suspension decision – Mr. Parent stated that this was discussed at the beginning of the meeting.

* Memo to Community Preservation Committee (CPC) dated February 26, 2013 regarding the revised list of priority facilities and fields – Mr. Malonis discussed item 5 on the list and discussed the $75,000 quote from the Town Engineer regarding the drainage at Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Mr. Malonis asked if the $75,000 quote was just for the drainage on the soccer fields?  Mrs. Cahill stated that she would ask the Town Engineer and also ask him for an estimate for the drainage work for all of the fields at Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Mr. Malonis discussed the CPC needing a ruff estimate for the construction of the Dadak property.  Mr. Malonis discussed starting with asking the CPC for a design budget for the construction of the Dadak property.  Mr. Malonis discussed changing the priority list from development of the Dadak property and Carrick Field to development of design budgets for the Dadak property and Carrick Field.
Motion made by Mr. Talbot to have the Community Preservation Committee assign money for the design process for the development of the Dadak property and Carrick Field.  Motion seconded by Mr. Gantz.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Email from Daniel Cuddy dated February 28, 2013 regarding the Skateboard Park – Mr. Parent stated that this was discussed at the beginning of the meeting.
Boys Basketball:

Mr. Gantz stated that basketball will be ending this weekend after the playoffs.  Mr. Gantz stated that the travel teams have ended with two teams winning championships.  Mr. Gantz stated that they would settle the travel overage once all the bills are paid.  Mr. Gantz stated that the adult program is still running and the high school league draft is tonight with teams starting to practice tomorrow night.  Mr. Gantz stated that there will not be a spring league as they do not have anyone to run the program.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the summer program information is needed to start registrations.  Mr. Gantz stated that the boy’s play on Tuesday and Thursday nights during the summer and depending on how many high school players register will determine when and where they play.
Girls Basketball:

Mr. Parent stated that Mr. Braley has had a ruff three weeks with parent issues.  Mr. Parent stated that the playoffs will be ending the season this week.  Mr. Parent stated that the 7th and 8th grade travel teams are still playing.  Mr. Parent stated that the girl’s summer season will start June 17th, 2013 and the registration fee’s will stay the same as last season.
Baseball: 

Mr. Talbot stated that they are still accepting registrations with the late fee until the end of this week.  Mr. Talbot stated that they have solid numbers this season and all is going well.  Mr. Talbot stated that they will start to order uniforms and will be putting in their field requests soon.  Mr. Talbot stated that the Dracut Baseball Association Comedy Night went well.  Mr. Talbot stated that he has received inquiries on the starting age for T-Ball.  Mr. Talbot stated that he is telling all inquiries that the player must be 5 by May 1st.
Softball: 

Mr. Roy stated that softball registrations are going slow.  Mr. Roy discussed starting a summer travel league through the Middle Essex League for recreation teams only.  Mr. Roy stated that this would be the pilot season which would include 14 games starting June 26th thru August 8th including playoffs.  Mr. Roy stated that the registration fee for the League would be $50.00 including insurance.  Mr. Roy stated that they are hoping to put two teams together for the League and they would have tryouts and have to play recreation softball in order to play on the summer travel team.  Mr. Roy discussed Marc Deschenes wanting to run a tournament at Monahan Field on April 13th and 14th.  Mr. Roy stated that Mr. Deschenes will be donating money to the bathroom construction fund.  Mrs. Cahill stated that Mr. Deschenes would need to complete a field request form and provide a copy of his Certificate of Insurance.

Motion made by Mr. Roy to allow Marc Deschenes to use Monahan Field on April 13th & 14th, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Kennedy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Skiing: 

Mrs. Cahill stated that last Friday night was the last night for the skiing and snowboarding program.  Mrs. Cahill stated that March 8, 2013 is Dracut Appreciation Night at Bradford and tickets are being sold in the Recreation Office for $10.00 per ticket until March 8th.
NFL Flag Football:
Mr. Mallahan stated that there isn’t anything going on right now for NFL Flag Football.
Wrestling:

Mr. Desmarais stated that the wrestling states were last weekend and they came in third place.  Mr. Desmarais stated that they also received the Sportsmanship Award during the wrestling states.  Mr. Desmarais stated that they took 23 kids from 1st thru 4th grade.  Mr. Desmarais stated that they did not have one complaint this season during their use of the Campbell School cafeteria.  Mr. Desmarais stated that they are done for the season after tonight and the wresting mats can be removed by the end of the week.  Mr. Desmarais stated that they would be cleaning the mats on Wednesday.
New Business: 

* Skateboard Park – Mrs. Cahill stated that the Skateboard Park Sub-Committee needs to meet regarding the upcoming season.
* The next meeting was scheduled for April 8, 2013

* Mr. Talbot stated that Gordy Scott’s son Kyle received the Sportsmanship Award in his league for Boy’s Travel Basketball.  Mr. Parent asked Mrs. Cahill to send Kyle Scott a letter from the Recreation Commission congratulating him on receiving the award.
Old Business:

* Summer Fun Run Series Registration Information – Mrs. Cahill stated that she would speak to Mrs. Mitton-Talbot regarding the registration information.
* NFL Flag Football & Fall Baseball – Mrs. Cahill asked that they have the registration information ready for the April meeting.

* Mr. Malonis stated that the Town has completed the acquisition on the two parcels abutting Hovey Field.

Motion made by Mr. Mallahan to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Kennedy. Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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