
Board of Selectmen

Minutes of May 13, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall, Jr. and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Meeting Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Town Meeting Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Re-Organization of Board – Ms. Richardson welcomed Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. Dristiliaris to the Board of Selectmen.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to nominate Ms. Richardson as Chairperson.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to nominate Mr. DiRocco as Vice-Chairman.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to nominate Mr. Archinski as Clerk.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – Ms. Cecilia Mancini, 57 Cart Path Road, appeared before the Board and stated that she is concerned about the pipeline proposal and also discussed her concern with the articles in the newspaper
Town Manager’s Report – Mrs. Vandal stated that the aquatic weed control will begin tomorrow as Long Pond.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Affordable Housing Production Plan has been submitted to the DHCD and the Annual Stormwater Report has been submitted to the EPA and DEP.  Mrs. Vandal discussed the Economic Development Grant the Town has received and the creation of the Economic Development Plan will move forward.  Mrs. Vandal thanked the Department Heads for their support and stated that she looks forward to working with Mr. Duggan.  Mr. Archinski thanked Mrs. Vandal for her hard work and Mr. DiRocco also thanked Mrs. Vandal and stated that everything ran very smoothly.
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Mr. DiRocco discussed the letter he received in the mail from the Dracut Water Supply District regarding the public water supplies.  Mr. DiRocco stated that the letter lists public hearings that the DEP is having and stated that this will affect residents with wells and residents using water from Rivers.  Mr. DiRocco stated that DATV is taping tomorrow’s meeting at the DEP in Wilmington, MA.

Ms. Richardson stated that she has spoken with Rick Charbonnier from Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, LLC twice regarding them coming back to Dracut to have a questions/answers meeting for the residents and as of today she has not heard back from him.  Ms. Richardson stated that she would like them to come in by the end of May.
Mr. DiRocco stated that he looks forward to working with Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. Dristiliaris.

Ms. Richardson stated that this is the first time in Dracut’s History that women are the majority of the Board of Selectmen.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Owen & Ollie’s Restaurant & Pub, LLC – Alteration of Premises – Attorney Joseph Clermont appeared before the Board and stated that the applicant is proposing to alter and expand their function facility by 59 seats.  Attorney Clermont stated that they would be expanding into the previous Lull & Hartford area.  Attorney Clermont stated that this area would be used as a function area with bathrooms and a bar.

Mr. Archinski asked if this would just be a function facility or part of the restaurant.  Attorney Clermont stated that it would also be part of the restaurant.

Mr. Jonathan Barry, 3 Cottage Street, appeared before the Board and stated that the area is a dense area with a lot of traffic already.  Mr. Barry stated that his is afraid for the children in the area with all of the traffic.  Mr. Barry discussed the usage of Mill Street with automobiles and discussed ways to prevent traffic from coming in and out, such as, making it a one way street or constructing speed bumps.  Mr. Barry stated that allowing this expansion would be adding more traffic.

Mr. Dennis Martineau, 46 Orchard Street, appeared before the Board and stated that the area is used for cut through traffic which has increased tenfold and stated that the neighborhood is going down the drain.
Mr. Robert Bump, 52/54 Mill Street, appeared before the Board and stated that his tenants complain about the traffic and stated that cars park right in front of their house.  Mr. Bump discussed the possibility of having no parking signs put up in the residential streets.  Mr. Bump stated that there is plenty of parking behind the restaurant but people do not use it.  Mr. Bump discussed having speed bumps put in.
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Mr. Jack Lyons, 59 Mill Street, appeared before the Board and stated that he appreciates the parking comments but the Gorman’s are running a great business and they have never had problems with the restaurant.  Mr. Lyons stated that the resident’s suggestions of signage are good points.

Attorney Clermont stated that the applicants do understand the traffic and parking issues but they would be taking space from an old business.  Attorney Clermont stated that the parking behind the building could be utilized more.

Mr. Barry stated that the traffic flow in the area would not be same with other businesses.  Mr. Barry stated that with the restaurant business people are in and out.
Mr. DiRocco discussed the Board completing a site inspection after hearing the concerns of the residents.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like to see Police, Fire and the Building Inspector attend the site inspection.

Deputy Chartrand stated that this area is always going to be a cut through to Lakeview Avenue and Mammoth Road.  Deputy Chartrand stated that there are very minimal disturbances in the area and the applicants are actively involved with making sure people don’t drink and drive from their establishment.

Mrs. Dristiliaris agreed that there should be a site inspection as she did not realize that traffic was such an issue in the area.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco for the Board to have a site inspection on May 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. with the Police, Fire, Public Works and Building Inspector.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion failed and amended to:

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to continue the public hearing until May 27, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

AGENDA ITEMS:

* Request for Appointment of Bonded Constable – Juan Jerez – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Appoint Juan Jerez as a Bonded Constable.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Request for Appointment of Bonded Constable – Emma Amaro – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Appoint Emma Amaro as a Bonded Constable.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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* Request for Appointment of Bonded Constable – Dale M. Elkins – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Appoint Dale M. Elkins as a Bonded Constable.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Request for Common Victualler License – Bagels n’ Burgers, 1794 Bridge Street Unit 30A – Mr. Keith Bourgeois, the applicant, appeared before the Board and stated that he would be opening Bagels n’ Burgers which is a breakfast and lunch diner.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler License for Bagels n’ Burgers.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Review of Town Meeting Warrant Articles – Mrs. Vandal stated that the Finance Committee is all set with the Warrant Articles other than the Town Charter Changes.
Article #33 – Deputy Chartrand appeared before the Board to discuss the Dracut Police Department Alarm By-Law and Regulations.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he was opposed to some of the items in the By-Law and the Board previously voted 3 to 2 on approving the By-Law to go to Town Meeting.

Mr. Archinski stated that he was also opposed to some of the items in the By-Law.
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the Warrant Article #33 to go to Town Meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed 3 to 2.  Mr. DiRocco voted No and Mr. Archinski voted No.

Article #1 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #1.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #2 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #2.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #2-1 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Dismissal of Warrant Article   #2-1.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #3 – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve Warrant Article #3.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
Article #4 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #4.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Under Discussion:
Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that she would not be accepting the Board of Selectmen stipend.

Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mrs. Dristiliaris voted No.
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Article #5 – Mrs. Vandal explained to the Board that they are no longer getting an assessment for the Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical High School.  Mrs. Vandal stated that they may need to adjust the budget in November but she is still waiting for the answers to her questions.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to table Warrant Article #5.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #6 – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve Warrant Article #6.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #7 – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve Warrant Article #7.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #8 – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #8.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #9 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #9.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #10 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #10.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Article #11A – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #11A.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
Article #11B – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #11B.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #11C – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #11C.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #12 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #12.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #13 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #13.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #14 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #14.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #15 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #15.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Article #16 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #16.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #17 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #17.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #18 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #18.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Under Discussion:

Mr. Archinski asked if there would be any money left after the purchases?  Mrs. Vandal stated yes, there is still money left.

Motion passed unanimously.

Article #19 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #19.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Article #20 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #20.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #21 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #21.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #22 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #22.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Article #23 – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #23.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #24 – Mr. Phil Thibeault, Member of the Permanent Building Committee, appeared before the Board and explained that the Warrant Article is in regards to the school project for parking spaces.  Mr. Thibeault stated that the amendment to Section 3.10.43, Compact Spaces, will also benefit Office and Business Parks.  Mr. Archinski asked if this would reduce the parking or hot top at the High School?  Mr. Thibeault stated that it would reduce the size is impervious material.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve Warrant Article #24.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #26 – Mr. Mike Buxton, Director of Public Works, appeared before the Board and explained that the Town needed to accept the easement at the intersection of Methuen Road and Broadway Road.
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Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve Warrant Article #26.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #27 – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve Warrant Article #27.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #25 – Mr. Glen Edwards presented a map highlighting the zoning locations for a registered marijuana dispensary.  Mrs. Vandal stated that there are time constraints in the Moratorium.  Mr. Edwards discussed the Zoning By-Law Review Committee creating this proposed By-Law.  Mrs. Hughes discussed the proposed zoning locations.
Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #25.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
Article #28 – Mrs. Vandal stated that the Board should hold off on this Warrant Article until Attorney Hall, Sr. is available.
Article #29 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #29.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Under Discussion:

Mr. Archinski asked how much money needs to be established for the Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund?  Mrs. Vandal stated that $109 million is needed and the Town has to make an effort in funding the account.
Motion passed unanimously.

Article #30 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #30.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Under Discussion:

Ms. Richardson stated that in the long run this will save the Town money.

 Motion passed unanimously.
Article #31 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #31.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #32 – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #32.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #34 – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve Warrant Article #34.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mr. Archinski voted No.

Article #35 – Mrs. Vandal stated that the Town Moderator should weigh in on Warrant Articles #35 and #36.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Table Warrant Article #35 to June 2, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #36 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Table Warrant Article #36 to June 2, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Article #28 – Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to Table Warrant Article #28 to May 27, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee and Open Space Committee are looking for new members.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mr. DiRocco handed out the minutes from the Dracut Housing Authority Sub-Committee meeting dated March 24, 2014 for the Board’s review.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of April 8, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mrs. Dristiliaris and Mrs. Hughes abstained from voting.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of April 22, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mrs. Dristiliaris and Mrs. Hughes abstained from voting.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

* 8:39 p.m. Executive Session – Discuss Litigation – Attorney Hall, Jr. stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session to discuss litigation. 
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to go into Executive Session.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Roll Call Vote:
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Alison Hughes – Yes


Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tony Archinski – Yes


Tami Dristiliaris – Yes

Cathy Richardson - Yes

Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting resumed at 9:03 p.m. with no votes being taken.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting at 9:03 p.m.
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