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Dracut Conservation Commission- Minutes of May 15, 2013


Dracut Conservation Commission 

Minutes of May 15, 2013
Harmony Hall
Commissioner’s Present: Victor Olson, James Jendro, John Hassan, Stephen Graham, Tami Dristiliaris, Elizabeth Martin, Conservation Agent Lori Cahill, and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Mr. Olson opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Hassan to approve the Minutes of May 1, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed 5 to 0.  Mr. Olson abstained from voting. 
Public Hearing/Request for Determination of Applicability/ 21 Riverside Ave

Mr. Steve Eriksen from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Conservation Plan dated April 15, 2013 prepared by Aho Surveying to propose minor grading.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the proposed dwelling is outside the buffer zone and discussed the stone wall on the property.  Mr. Eriksen discussed the proposed erosion controls and the proposed minor grading.  Mr. Eriksen stated that they would be excavating for the foundation and sewer line and would be returned to the existing grading.  Mr. Graham asked if there would be any decks, pools, etc. constructed on the property?  Mr. Eriksen stated that a deck would be constructed on the back of the dwelling.  Mr. Graham stated that the Board would need a revised plan showing any decks, stairs, etc. within the 50’ buffer zone.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the proposed deck would not be any larger than 12’ x 12’.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Negative 3 Determination with the following conditions: 

1. Revised plan showing decks, stairs, etc. within the 50’ buffer zone
2. No additional structures, filling or grading within the 50’ buffer zone

Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Continuation of Notice of Intent/ 780 Nashua Road 145-926
Mr. Steve Eriksen from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented revised plans titled Definitive Site Plan of Land, Sheet 4 dated February 13, 2013 prepared by Village Surveying.  Mrs. Martin discussed the email from David Paulson dated May 10, 2013 regarding the Blanding’s Turtle.  Mr. Eriksen discussed the proposed crossing and the applicant needing to hire a biologist when the crossing is installed for the Blanding’s Turtle.  Mrs. Cahill asked if there is a “clerk of the works” for this project.  Mr. Eriksen stated that if there are any issues, Mrs. Cahill could contact his office and he would contact the applicant right away.  The Board discussed requiring a Certified Plot Plan for each individual unit.  Mr. Graham discussed his concern with Maple Street not having a gate.  Mr. Jendro discussed if Maple Street is not gated then there is no need for the wetland crossing.  Mr. Eriksen discussed the proposed box culvert with minimal area being filled.  Mr. Eriksen stated that the box culvert would be better for the property.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mr. Graham voted opposed.  Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue an Order of Conditions with the following conditions:

1. Certified Foundation Plan for each unit
2. No additional structures, filling or grading within the 50’ buffer zone

3. Per plans: Sheets 2, 6 & 10 dated 1/14/13, Sheets 1, 3, 4, 5, 7 & 8 dated 2/13/13, Sheet 9 dated 4/1/06 & Proposed Wildlife Sheet dated 7/27/12

Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mr. Graham voted opposed.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ Arlington Street Sewers 145-826
Ms. Kate Biedron from CDM Smith appeared before the Board to request a Certificate of Compliance.  Ms. Biedron stated that all of the sewer work was within the buffer zone and reviewed the plan titled Cross Country Arlington Street Area Sewers dated August, 2010 prepared by CDM Smith.  Ms. Biedron also reviewed the photographs that were taken on April 19, 2013 on Arlington Street, Kelly Road and Methuen Street.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.
Request for Certificate of Compliance/ Loon Hill Road Area Sewers 145-873

Ms. Kate Biedron from CDM Smith appeared before the Board to request a Certificate of Compliance.  Ms. Biedron stated that all of the sewer work was within the buffer zone and discussed the Loon Hill Road culvert.  Ms. Biedron also reviewed the photographs that were taken on April 19, 2013 at the Loon Hill Road culvert.  Mr. Jendro discussed the new culvert and piping.  Ms. Biedron discussed being in compliance with the Army Corps of Engineers on the project.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:

* 905 Methuen St – Mr. Jendro stated that the trees are still in the wetland.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she would send the homeowner another letter to remove the trees.
* 50 Pleasant St – Mrs. Martin stated that the erosion controls need to be replaced in the right front corner of the property.

* Daphnie Circle – Mr. Graham stated that they are cutting trees.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she did not think they are cutting trees near the wetlands but needs to pull the file and look into it further.

* Sladen St/Dillon Dr – Mrs. Cahill stated that she would send the homeowner another letter.

* 780 Nashua Rd – Mr. Graham stated that the Board should have known that Maple Street was not going to be gated.  Mrs. Cahill stated that without the gate on Maple Street the project is not a limited project as the applicant has proposed.  Mr. Graham discussed understanding public safety issues but without a gate the project is not a limited project.
New Business:
* Summer Schedule – The Commission set their summer schedule as follows:


June 19, 2013


July 17, 2013


August 21, 2013

* Veteran’s Memorial Park – Mr. Jendro stated that the Department of Public Works has been clearing spoils near the swale on the east side of the park and they are possibly going into the wetland.

Signings:
* Determination of Applicability/ 21 Riverside Ave

* Order of Conditions/ 780 Nashua Road 145-926

* Certificate of Compliance/ Arlington Street Sewers 145-826

* Certificate of Compliance/ Loon Hill Road Area Sewers 145-873 

Motion made by Mr. Hassan to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.
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