
Board of Selectmen

Minutes of May 27, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, James Duggan, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Ms. Richardson thanked the public for a great Memorial Day parade and thanked all who volunteered and worked the parade.

Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – Dr. Michael McNamara, 34 Brox Road, appeared before the Board and stated that the School Committee has always been supportive of any sort of savings and they have looked at cafeteria privatization.  Dr. McNamara stated that the people in front of the Board tonight should have come to the Tri-Board meeting first.  Dr. McNamara stated that privatization means for profit.  Dr. McNamara talked about the Green Communities Warrant Article and asked if they have to do a study or can they just do it?
Mr. Matt Sheehan, 95 Tennis Plaza Road, appeared before the Board and congratulated Mrs. Dristiliaris and Mrs. Hughes on their election to the Board.  Mr. Sheehan stated that the School Committee has looked at privatization of the cafeterias and workers have lost their jobs.  Mr. Sheehan stated that he is 110% against privatization.

Town Manager’s Report – Mr. Duggan stated that he is on day 8 and it’s been very rewarding and exciting.  Mr. Duggan stated that he walked in the parade and attended the Police and Fire Department’s ceremonies.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has meet all Town Employees and has been trying to meet Police Officers and Fire Fighters on their shifts.  Mr. Duggan stated that he has reviewed the capital projects and meet with Superintendent Stone.  Mr. Duggan stated that Mr. Edwards and Mrs. Vandal have started the process of an Economic Development Plan and have been awarded a grant.  Mr. Duggan discussed the EDSAT survey and Mr. Edwards and himself will meet to discuss the survey further and the survey should be completed in the Fall.
Mr. Archinski welcomed Mr. Duggan aboard.
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Ms. Richardson stated that she was also glad to have him on board.

Report from Fire Chief – Chief Brouillette stated that there have been 276 calls so far this month and they had a structure fire on May 14, 2014.  Chief Brouillette stated that they needed assistance from Lowell, Tyngsboro, Pelham and Methuen and there were no injuries on the scene.  Chief Brouillette stated that bark mulch needed to be placed 18 inches away from a combustible building with occupants of six or more and discussed how mutual aid works.  Chief Brouillette stated that his Department trains well and trains hard and they could use additional firefighters.  Chief Brouillette stated that the structure fire was an electrical fire which started with a light balis on the porch.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
Michael Ide, 310 Merrimack Avenue – Conduct Auto Repair – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated for the record, that her son lives a few blocks away which would not affect her decision making.  Mr. Michael Ide, the applicant, appeared before the Board and stated that there would be no outside repairs and only he and one other person would be working at the repair shop.  Mr. Ide stated that it would be open 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday’s.  Mr. Ide stated that he would only be repairing cars he owns and no outside repairs would take place.  Mr. Ide stated that this would be an extension to his existing shop on also on Merrimack Avenue.  Mr. Ide stated that there is no access to the property from the main road.  Mr. Ide stated that his dealership is under one mile from the proposed repair shop.
Ms. Theresa Delfino, 40 Joseph Avenue, appeared before the Board and stated that the proposed repair shop is not right for the neighborhood.  Ms. Delfino stated that the neighborhood is loaded with small children and infants.  Ms. Delfino stated that the area would be made into a small playground.  Ms. Delfino stated that you need to go up Brigham Avenue to get into the property.

Mr. John Giddings, 55 Regan Road, appeared before the Board and stated that there is a bunch of junk left around and people would come and go all hours of the night.  Mr. Giddings stated that this is a residential neighborhood.

Mr. Glen Edwards stated that this is a business zoned area and the current business there can do whatever they want.  Mr. Edwards stated that Mr. Ide’s proposed business has to follow the Special Permit process which gives special conditions on what can happen at the business.

Mr. Theobaldo Werle, 42 Joseph Avenue, appeared before the Board and stated that he has two small children that play in the street and that there are hundreds of children in the neighborhood and he is afraid that the business will bring a lot of traffic to the area. 
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Mr. Werle also requested that a high fence be installed on the property so that children can’t get onto the property.

Mr. Todd Ouellette, 25 Perot Drive, appeared before the Board and stated that he abuts the property and provided photographs to the Board of the detention pond.  Mr. Ouellette stated that his bedroom and porch face the property.  Mr. Ouellette stated that he highly doubts there will be no noise from the property and stated that he has lived there for ten years and this will be a drastic change.  Mr. Ouellette stated that this kind of business invites theft and asked if there would be lights on the property?  Mr. Ouellette stated that he doesn’t want lights gleaming into his home or fumes from the business.

Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Board should complete a site inspection.
Ms. Richardson stated that the business is currently in a business zone.

Attorney Hall stated that the business is consistent with a B3 area and not substantially impacted.

Ms. Janet Gilliam, 17 Roosevelt Avenue, appeared before the Board and asked if the proposed business would be auto repair or auto painting?  Mr. Ide stated that the proposed business is auto repair only and any hazardous waste would be contained.

Mr. Thomas Ward, 49 Regan Road, appeared before the Board and stated that he has three young children and there is a lot of traffic already in the neighborhood.  Mr. Ward asked if they would be testing driving cars?

Mr. Dennis Connolly, 38 Joseph Avenue, appeared before the Board and asked if tow trucks would be coming into the property?  Mr. Connolly asked what prevents the business owner from changing the use?  Mr. Connolly stated that the entire neighborhood is full of children.

Mr. James Salvatore, 32 Joseph Avenue, appeared before the Board and stated that they will hear noise from the repair shop and there are a lot of children in the neighborhood and with there not being a direct access to the property it’s an accident waiting to happen.

Mr. Ide stated that he would not be receiving any deliveries there, there would be no tow trucks and no test driving of vehicles in the neighborhood.  Mr. Ide stated that the Police Department wanted the proposed lighting and stated that the current use of the property has a higher volume level with noise.  Mr. Ide stated that he agreed to all 22 stipulations that the Town has given and there will be very low use on the property.

The Board scheduled a site visit for June 3, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at 310 Merrimack Avenue.
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Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to continue the public hearing until June 10, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Pole Petition – Colburn Avenue- Remove One Pole and Place One Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joe Gleason from Verizon appeared before the Board requesting to remove one pole and place one pole at 110 Colburn Avenue.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition of this public hearing.

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the Pole Petition for Colburn Avenue.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Continuation of Public Hearing – Owen & Ollie’s Restaurant & Pub, LLC – Alteration of Premises – Ms. Richardson stated that the Board conducted a site visit at 6:00 p.m. tonight and also met with abutters at the property.  Attorney Joe Clermont appeared before the Board and stated that the alteration of premises is for a 59 seat function room which is an expansion into the unit where Lull & Hartford used to be.  Attorney Clermont stated that it is a 1,397 square foot expansion.  Attorney Clermont stated that there will be no exterior work.  Attorney Clermont stated that there is plenty of parking and the owners will work with the neighbors by posting signage for the parking lot behind the restaurant.  The Board discussed the neighborhood issues such as; traffic primarily cutting through to Lakeview Avenue and Mammoth Roads, getting customers to park in the back of the restaurant and the speed of cars traveling on the road.  Mr. Archinski stated that he agrees with neighbors but also agrees that not all of these issues are with the business.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition of this public hearing.

Mr. DiRocco stated that some of the abutters thought that the site visit was at 7:00 p.m. tonight due to the Lowell Sun having advertised the site visit wrong three times.

Ms. Richardson stated that Deputy Chartrand would be giving his report in two weeks regarding the neighbors’ concerns regarding traffic.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to approve the Alteration of Premises.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
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APPOINTMENTS:

* John MacDonald, Big Decisions, LLC, Joe Viel, CSI Services & John Lieone, FHC & Associates – Discuss Cost Savings Municipal Services – Mr. John MacDonald, Mr. Joe Viel and Mr. John Lieone appeared before the Board to discuss cost savings for Municipal Services.  Mr. MacDonald thanked the Board for their time and congratulated the newest members of the Board and the new Town Manager.  Mr. MacDonald stated that Big Decisions, LLC is an economic development advisory group and discussed what his company offers for services.  Mr. MacDonald introduced Mr. John Lieone from FHC & Associates and stated that Mr. Lieone’s company helps Municipalities collect on personal property tax. Mr. Lieone discussed what his company offers for services.   Mr. MacDonald then introduced Mr. Joe Viel from CSI Services and stated that Mr. Viel’s company privatizes cemeteries.  Mr. Viel discussed what his company offers for services and stated that he currently has 21 cemeteries with 66 full time employees.
AGENDA ITEMS:

* Approval of 29th East End Road Race – July 20th, 2014 – Mr. Dave Commare appeared before the Board to discuss the 29th East End Road Race.  Mr. Commare stated that they have met with the Deputy Police Chief and provided him and the Board with the Town of Dracut Public Safety Plan.  Ms. Richardson read the letter dated May 27, 2014 from Deputy Chartrand stating that the Police Department will be providing motorcycle support for traffic control and runner safety.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the 29th East End Road Race for July 20th, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Request for Re-Appointment of Bonded Constable – Charles Maraganis – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to Re-Appoint Charles Maraganis as a Bonded Constable.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

* Acceptance of $9,040 for Peer Review and Other Services Related to the Application for a 40B Comprehensive Permit – 341 Broadway Road – First Dracut Development – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept $9,040 for Peer Review and Other Services Related for 341 Broadway Road.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Vote to Proclaim June 8th – 14th, 2014 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Week in Dracut – Ms. Richardson read the Proclamation and stated that the request was submitted by a resident.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to Proclaim June 8th – 14th, 2014 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Week in Dracut.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
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* Review of Town Meeting Warrant Articles – For Board’s Review and Recommendations
Warrant Article #28 - Attorney Hall discussed Warrant Article #28 and discussed the history of the proposed Charter changes.  Attorney Hall stated that 90% of the proposed changes are housekeeping changes.  Attorney Hall reviewed some of the proposed Charter changes for the new Board members such as; Article 3, Section 9, Article 4, Section 1 and Article 4, Section 4d.  Attorney Hall discussed Article 6, Section 6d and suggested that the Board take it out of the proposed changes to review the article longer.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve Warrant Article #28 excluding Article 6, Section 6d from the proposed Charter changes until a later date.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Warrant Article #5 – Mrs. Vandal discussed the Essex North Shore Agricultural School and its admission requirements costing the Town $22,000 per student.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Town pays $15,700 to the Vocation School per student.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Town does not receive any Chapter 70 reimbursement for students that attend Essex North Shore Agricultural School.  Mrs. Vandal stated that there are no guidelines which students attends the School.  Mrs. Vandal stated that 11 students currently attend the School.  Mr. DiRocco stated that the reimbursement formula needs to be changed.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to approve Warrant Article #5.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Warrant Articles #35 & #36 – Ms. Richardson stated that these Warrant Articles have been referred to the Town Moderator.  Mr. Rich Cowan appeared before the Board and stated that he would like to receive communication regarding these Warrant Articles and discussed the Government Rules and Regulations Committee.  Mr. Cowan also discussed his Green Communities Warrant Article.  Ms. Richardson stated that these Warrant Articles have already been tabled until the Board’s June 2, 2014 meeting.
* Appointment of Selectmen Sub-Committee’s – Ms. Richardson appointed the following members to the following Sub-Committee’s:
-Economic Development – Tony Archinski & Alison Hughes

-Public Safety – Joseph DiRocco & Cathy Richardson

-Housing – Tamil Dristiliaris & Joseph DiRocco

-Education – Alison Hughes & Tamil Dristiliaris

-Open Space & Recreation – Tony Archinski & Tami Dristiliaris

-NMCOG – Cathy Richardson

-Zoning By-Law Review – Tony Archinski
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* Discuss Summer Meeting Schedule – The Board discussed and agreed to meet on the following dates:
-June 10, 2014

-June 24, 2014 (only if needed)

-July 8, 2014

-August 12, 2014

OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee and Open Space Committee are looking for new members.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Mr. John Zimini has been appointed to the Finance Committee.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
NMCOG – Ms. Richardson stated that NMCOG sent a letter to Kinder Morgan asking that they attend a NMCOG meeting.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting at 9:14 p.m.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

________________________________
Cathy Richardson, Chairperson

________________________________
Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman

________________________________

Tony Archinski, Clerk
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Tami Dristiliaris
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Alison Hughes
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