DRACUT BOARD OF HEALTH
Minutes March 8, 2012
Dracut Fire Department, Conference Room
488 Pleasant Street
Dracut, MA 01826

Present: Evan Themeles, Chairman; Louis E. Rousseau, Vice Chairman; Thomas F. Bomil, Public Health Director.

Absent: Paul Enis, Clerk

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 5:00pm

Appointments: None

New Business:

Appointment of new Town Doctor:  Mr. Bomil informs the Board that Dr. Eric Romanowsky has been appointed as our new Town Doctor, thanks to Mr. Rousseau’s efforts.  Dr. Romanowsky was sworn in at the Town Clerk’s office.  

Wellness Grant from Metropolitan Area Planning Council:  Mr. Bomil informs the Board that Dennis Piendak sent him information regarding this grant.  Mr. Bomil further explains as soon as he received it by e-mail from Mr. Piendak, he called him to inform him that I (Mr. Bomil) am not qualified to write grants and Mr. Piendak referred me to Northern Middlesex Council of Goverments (NMCOG). In turn I contacted NMCOG and talked to Angela Vincent, Municipal Management Specialist.  Ms. Vincent came to my office and worked with me, I gave her the information needed and she helped me put it all together to apply for the grant. 

Mr. Bomil further explains there were five or six different grants we could have applied for; this one is to promote healthy foods in convenience stores, to educate them.  Presently we don’t know if we will get the grant, it’s going to be a quick project, will know by the end of September.  The money we get from the grant we will then hire a consultant that basically works with Mr. Bomil to go to these food stores.  NMCOG will also work with us.  If we get this grant we will target the small convenience stores instead of the big food stores such Hannaford and CVS, they already have health food sections. 

Mental Health/Adolescent Substance Abuse Task Force:  Mr. Bomil explains this is another committee I’m on with Cathy Richardson regarding mental health and adolescent substance abuse.  Also on this committee is the Police Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, members of the school department geared more to nurses.  It’s so easy for students to get drugs; this task force will try to target students in junior high school and to help nip this problem it in the bud. There will also be an increase of police officers in the junior high and middle school. Having police officers present in the schools, talking to the students and hopefully this will help. At this task force meeting it was discussed that a lot of these students aren’t doing drugs but are dealing drugs.
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Licensing of Trash Dumpsters: Mr. Bomil explained that Glen Edwards asked him to bring theses rules and regulations for the use of dumpsters in the City of Lowell to the Board for their review.  Mr. Bomil states in his opinion he don’t think we need them.  Mr. Bomil gives an example, the Board of Health issues a dumpster permit and say the license fee is $25.00 annually, a permit is issued and we start getting complaints that the dumpster is not taken care of properly, it doesn’t warrant licensing since we may get only one or two complaints a year if that. Mr. Bomil further explains the complaint he usually gets is the restaurant’s grease trap in the summer.  Mr. Edwards is targeting more on the clothes dumpsters that sometime overflow, but in a day or so the organization in charge comes and picks it up.  The Board agrees with Mr. Bomil.

Old Business:

91 Sesame Street:  Mr. Bomil explains to the Board that as you can see we have a copy of an affidavit letter that I signed here that is going no where.  The Attorney General’s office has contacted us and doesn’t think we have a leg to stand on, even with my affidavit and Dan McLaughlin’s (building inspector) affidavit.  This is an abandoned property, meaning if no one lives at the property for two or three years it is considered abandoned, this property is maintained cleanliness wise but has no heat, no hot water, bare walls etc.  

New Business:

Annual Household Hazardous Waste Day:  Mr. Bomil informs the Board that the annual household hazardous waste day is April 14th.  This annual event is always successful.  It is well advertised.  There is usually anywhere from 20 to 100 cars depending on the weather.  It is all done by Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc.

Mr. Bomil also informs the Board that the Central MA Mosquito Control Project brought in a report and informed us that they had a tire pickup day in Dracut and collected about 200 tires which help gets rid of thousands of mosquitoes because they breed in the tires.  Mr. Bomil states that maybe eventually down the road we might have a program where we could have one day a year where residents can put tires out curbside for collection.

Mr. Bomil explains The Central MA Mosquito Control Project program is a great program and works all year round and sends the Board of Health monthly reports.  This program has been going on for at least 20 years.  

Annual Town Report:  Mr. Bomil presents the Annual Report to the Board.  

Old Business:  

1336 Merrimack Avenue: Mr. Rousseau asked Mr. Bomil if anything has been done (Statement of Technical Deficiency from DPEP).  Mr. Bomil explains he talked to Mr. Hanley and Mr. Hanley said he contacted the State.  Mr. Hanley will get the information that the State asked for but in the meantime the owner wants to wait until the spring.
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New Business:

Town Nurse:  Mr. Bomil explains there is a proposal in the new budget for a part time nurse.  Mr. Bomil explains when he met with Mr. Piendak last year and he said he plans on getting a part time nurse and work it up to full time.  Mr. Themeles asks Mr. Bomil what is considered part time.  Mr. Bomil explains part time in most communities is 21 hours per week.

Minutes:  Motion made by Louis E. Rousseau to approve the minutes of December 15th, 2011.
                  
                 Seconded by Evan Themeles.                  Unanimous

Next Board of Health meeting:  Scheduled for April 19, 2012.

Motion made by Even Themeles to adjourn meeting.

Seconded by Louis E. Rousseau.

Meeting adjorned: 5:45pm
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