DRACUT BOARD OF HEALTH
Minutes May 24, 2012
Dracut Fire Department, Conference Room
488 Pleasant Street
Dracut, MA 01826

Present: Louis E. Rousseau, Vice Chairman; Paul Enis, Clerk

Absent: Evan Themeles, Chairman. Thomas F. Bomil, Public Health Director

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.

New Business: 

Roll Your Own (RYO) Cigarette Making Machines:  Ron Beauregard from Healthy Communities Tobacco Control Program appeared before the Board to explain the RYO. Mr. Beauregard explained in April he sent out a notice to all the health directors in the eighteen communities in the tobacco control collaborative.  Mr. Beauregard explains that once in a great while we get a push from the State Department of Public Health.  Mr. Beauregard further explains that he had a meeting with tobacco control officials on the state level and they strongly recommend that local boards of health amend their regulations to immediately ban the use of roll-your-own (RYO) cigarette making machines. The reason why the State wants to encourage the communities to adopt this new policy is for a variety of reasons, taxes is one of them but the major issue is if every Board can feel differently about the issue the key thing here is once you have one, meaning if an establishment has on (RYO) it’s tough to then change the law, because these are expensive machines.  The RYO machines, the big ones that make a carton of cigarettes
in about ten minutes those machines cost approximately $30,000.00 to $35,000.00.  

Mr. Beauregard informs the Board that some of these machines can manufacture a carton of cigarettes in about ten minutes.  Smaller machines can manufacture a pack of cigarettes in less time.  The retail cost for these self made cigarettes is substantially cheaper than commercially pre-packaged cigarettes.  The cigarettes RYO go for a about $25.00 to $30.00 a carton versus $85.00 presently for a carton of cigarettes.

Efforts at both the federal and state level aim to further regulate or ban these machines.  Mr. Beauregard believes only three out of eighteen communities in the tobacco control collaborative have a retail that has a RYO machine – Haverhill, Methuen and Tewksbury.  Haverhill and Methuen have the RYO machine in tobacco stores and Tewksbury has an establishment called Save on Smokes.

Mr. Beauregard explains how this RYO machine operates, it’s like a manufacturing center, you put your tobacco in, put your cartridge of tubes in, press a few buttons, prime it to let the tobacco in the hopper very easy to do and every three seconds a cigarette comes out.  What would stop someone to put marijuana in it and there is residue left in the machine and the next person using it may have a reaction to it.
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The towns that presently have banned the RYO machines are Topsfield, Middleton, Rowley and Tewksbury is working on it.  Billerica has formed a sub-committee on this.  

Mr. Rousseau asked Mr. Beauregard in your opinion would it be better for the Board of Health to put sanctions on the RYO before they come into the community.  Mr. Beauregard comments it’s certainly easier.

Mr. Beauregard reviewed the "Language to Amend Local Board of Health Regulations In Order To Ban Your Own (RYO) Cigarette Making Machines".  The language would be added to the “Statement of Purpose: Section.  This language has been reviewed and approved by attorneys for the Massachusetts Municipal Authority and the Massachusetts Association of Health Boards.

Mr. Beauregard explains if the Board does pass this, a notice should be sent banning the RYO, better now than later and the Board could always change their mind.  

Mr. Enis states that we need a public hearing to change the tobacco regulations.  Mr. Beauregard comments you don’t need a public hearing but its best you do.  The Board could also do it as an amendment.  Mr. Enis suggest we check with Attorney Jim Hall, Town Counsel first.  Mr. Rousseau asked would we have to add to the definition in the language.  Mr. Beauregard states yes, you have a definition section in your regulations, which excludes home use.

Motion made by Mr. Enis to ban Roll Your Own Tobacco Machines as statement of purpose, and will be advertised.

 Motion seconded by Louis E. Rousseau.

Evan Themeles could not attend the BOH meeting but agrees on the motion made above.

Mr. Rousseau wants Tom Bomil to look into how we should put this into the regulations; as far as Mr. Rousseau is concerned he can put it in as an amendment. 

Mr. Beauregard will notify the retail stores once this is done.  It can also be published in the local paper and the Board will give Mr. Beauregard ample notice so he can notify the retail stores.

Wellness Grant award:  A copy of a letter was given to the Board for their review from Metropolitan Area Planning Council awarding the Board of Health a Wellness Grant for $8,750.00.

Household Hazardous Waste Day: Memo was sent by Matt Zettek, Recycling Coordinator for the Board to review.  The event was a success.
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Condemned Condo 530 Mammoth Road, Unit 42:  The Board reviewed the letter delivered by Constable March 30 2012.  The owner is in the process of cleaning it.  This condo cannot be occupied until Mr. Bomil goes back to inspect it. 

Motion made by Louis E. Rousseau to adjourn meeting.

Seconded by Louis E. Rousseau

Meeting adjourned: 5:45pm
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