DRACUT BOARD OF HEALTH
Minutes August 9, 2012
Dracut Fire Department, Conference Room
488 Pleasant Street
Dracut, MA 01826

Present: Evan Themeles, Chairman; Louis E. Rousseau, Vice Chairman; Paul Enis, Clerk; Thomas F. Bomil, Public Health Director


The Chairman called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.

New Business:

Draft Dracut Right to Farm By Law: Robert Berube, Chairman of the Dracut Agricultural Commission appeared before the Board with a “draft” copy of the Town of Dracut Right to Farm By-Law that the Dracut Agricultural Commission prepared.    Mr. Berube explained that the Agricultural Commission would like the Board's comments/and or questions regarding this by-law.

Mr. Berube explained to the Board that November 1st, 2004, we past a Right to Farm By-Law, it’s what farming is all about.  The by-law draft was previously given to the Board of Health members for review.  Mr. Themeles asked Mr. Berube what is the purpose of changing the old by-law to the new one, what is the main difference.  Mr. Berube explains actually when you read it all this does is just tells you what is against the law, and people bringing complaints.  The new by-law is more detailed and the main thing is if there is a problem in town and the Board of Selectmen or the Board of Health or somebody else gets a complaint, basically what this is asking is to come to us to straighten out the problem and if we can’t handle it then it goes to the Board of Health.  If there is a problem such as smell in the spring for a week or two, that’s part of keeping animals. Mr. Bomil explains one of the big complaints we get is farmers spreading manure and that is totally exempt from the air pollution laws the same holds true with roosters and chickens because of the noise, which is also exempt. Mr. Bomil further explains it could fall under zoning; the property has to be zoned for it.

Mr. Berube explains if the Board of Health gets any complaints we can contact the Agricultural Commission to see if we can solve the problem. 

Mr. Berube explains that we went to the farm bureau and they sent a woman that works for the Department of Agriculture, we checked out various regulations and we picked out what we thought was important to Dracut.

We then wrote this draft for you to review and to find out what you thought about it. We will then probably send it back to the farm bureau and have them go over it, there are a few words we might change and we will then go to the town lawyer.  Then it will go to town meeting.  

Mr. Berube will give the Board a copy of the final draft. 



Dracut Board of Health meeting August 9, 2012
256 Forest Park Road Complaint:  Mark Murray appeared before the Board as owner and resident of 256 Forest Park Road.  Mr. Murray came before the Board to aggrieve the Board of Health decision to clean his property of junk and debris as described in a letter sent from the Board of Health to Mr. Murray July 2nd, 2012 due to a complaint from one of the neighbors.  Mr. Bomil explains the neighbor’s complained because he stores a lot of junk and materials on his property.  Mr. Murray explains for the record he rents space now and has been for three years at the Beaver Brook Mill.  Mr. Themeles wants to know what the issues are right now.  Mr. Bomil responds the issue right now is the boat, it was covered for a while and we didn’t here from anyone for a long time then it was uncovered.  Mr. Murray stated the boat is going to go and asked the Board to give him thirty days to get rid of it.  Mr. Themeles told Mr. Murray that he has forty five days to get rid of the boat.  Mr. Bomil explains upon his last inspection there has been an improvement.  Mr. Murray explains he has a big pile of wood and the neighbors do not want to see the wood.  Mr. Bomil responds by saying that wood could be a harbor for rodents.  Mr. Murray says he has three cats that take care of this.  Mr. Murray burns wood for heat in the winter and needs the wood.  
Mr. Themeles explains that what we are looking for you to do is clean the property up to a point where it is not bothering the neighbors.  Mr. Murray will get all the debris off the side of the property and do something with it.  
Old Business:
1336 Merrimack Avenue: Mr. Bomil explains that Mr. Hanley Civil Design Consultants went back to DEP re: Title 5 BPR WP70 Alternative Design Flow for Title 5 Systems.  Mr. Bomil explains the last time Mr. Hanley came before the Board there was something that we had done, meaning not bad, that only DEP could do.  Mr. Hanley got that approval from DEP.
RYO Tobacco Machines:  Mr. Bomil informs the Board he tried to contact Attorney Hall to ask his opinion as requested by the Board at our last meeting, (I did not attend the last meeting, out sick).  Attorney Hall and I have been playing telephone tag and right now he is on vacation.  Mr. Beauregard from Healthy Communities sent an e-mail notifying us that Congress passed a transportation bill that included a provision requiring persons who offer roll-your -own tobacco machines to consumers for their use, pay federal taxes as cigarette manufactures.
New Business:
Funeral Parlor:  Mr. Bomil explains that there will be a new funeral parlor opening up in town.  Location will be on Broadway Road.  
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Minutes:  Motion made by Louis Rousseau to approve the minutes of March 8th, 2012
	      Seconded by Evan Themeles
	      Motion made by Paul Enis to approve the minutes of May 24th, 2012
	     Seconded by Evan Themeles
Motion made by Paul Enis to adjourn meeting.
Seconded by Evan Themeles
Meeting adjourned at 5:45pm
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