Board of Selectmen

Minutes of November 12, 2013

Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, John J. Zimini, Tony Archinski, Dennis E. Piendak, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.  The Board also asked that a moment of silence be held in observance of Veteran’s Day.

Warrant Approval

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Town Manager’s Report
Mr. Piendak stated that CTI is holding a ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday at Noon at 32 Dana Court.  Mr. Piendak stated that he executed the Duck Island Municipal Agreement which is a 25 year agreement.  Mr. Piendak stated that they have received from MassDOT a notice to proceed with the Arlington Street project.  Mr. Piendak stated that he has asked Attorney Hall to review the Lake Mascuppic issue and they are preparing the signs to be posted in the area.

Mr. Piendak stated that he wanted to take the opportunity and give a heartfelt thank you to the Board of Selectmen and Officials and also thanked the dedicated and hardworking Municipal department heads and employees.  Mr. DiRocco discussed Mr. Piendak’s many accomplishments over the years.  Mr. Piendak stated that all of the accomplishments are the community’s accomplishments and discussed the multiple projects he has overseen over the last 28 years in service.  Mr. Piendak stated that there is still a lot of work to be done.  

Mr. DiRocco stated that Mr. Piendak has done a wonderful job.
Ms. Richardson stated that on Friday, November 15, 2013 at Harmony Hall, Mr. Piendak will be there to say goodbye to the community and is asking for everyone to make a donation to the Dracut Food Pantry.
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Mr. Zimini stated that Mr. Piendak has always kept himself in great esteem and he wishes him nothing but great health and nothing but the best in his retirement.

Ms. Richardson stated that Mr. Piendak will be missed and she enjoyed working with him.
Mr. Cox gave his personal thanks to Mr. Piendak and stated that Mr. Piendak was always there with his willingness to share his knowledge.

Mr. Archinski stated that Mr. Piendak is an utmost professional and wishes him nothing but the best.

Police Chief’s Report

Deputy Police Chief Chartrand appeared before the Board and provided the Board with Statistical Data of Police Related Incidents for October 2013.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the theft-related crimes, violent crimes, public order offenses, motor vehicle related incidents and miscellaneous incidents.  Deputy Chartrand discussed current staffing and stated that Officer Coleman and his K-9 partner “Viper” have just finished their sixth week of intense training at the Boston PD K-9 Academy.  Deputy Chartrand stated the newest member of the Police Department will be graduating from the Lowell Police Academy on November 15th, 2013.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the statistics over the last six months and stated that drug problems will cause break-ins, etc.  Deputy Chartrand asked that residents please lock their vehicles, install motion lights and to not leave electronic items in their automobiles.
Ms. Richardson stated that at the last meeting, the Board was asked to review the Dracut Police Department’s Manual of the Rules and Regulations effective November 22, 2013.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Dracut Police Department’s Manual of the Rules and Regulations effective November 22, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Deputy Chartrand stated that the updated Rules and Regulations and Policies and Procedures was a lot of work with a lot of negotiations and appreciates the Board’s approval.
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Public Hearings

Verizon New England/Mass Electric/Joint Pole Petition – Passaconaway Drive/place (1) pole; remove (1) pole – Ms. Richardson read the public notice.  Mr. Joseph Gleason from Verizon appeared before the Board and stated that this request is from Verizon and National Grid.  Mr. Gleason stated that there is a rotted pole that needs to be replaced and discussed the new pole location on Passaconaway Drive.  Mr. Gleason stated that the pole is a stub pole.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition of this public hearing.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Joint Pole Petition.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Archinski thanked Mr. Gleason for his attention to the double poles issue.

Board of Assessor’s – Annual Classification & Taxation Hearing – Ms. Richardson read the public notice.  Ms. Kathleen Roark, Chief Assessor, Mrs. Marilyn Provencher, Assessor and Mrs. Ann Vandal, Assessor, appeared before the Board for the FY2014 Classification Hearing.  Mrs. Provencher provided the Board with a Report from Board of Assessors re: FY2014 Classification Hearing, Prepared for the Board of Selectmen, November 12, 2013.  Ms. Roark reviewed the Department of Revenue Minimum Residential Factor Computation for FY2014, Town of Dracut Valuation Comparisons by Class, Two Year Percentage Breakdown by Class Code and Valuation/Percentage Breakdown by Class.  Ms. Roark stated that they are recommending that the Town stay with the single tax rate for Fiscal Year 2014.
No one spoke for or in opposition of this public hearing.

Motion made Mr. Zimini to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco recommending that the Town stay with the single tax rate for Fiscal Year 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
Application for Transfer of Wine & Malt Packaged Goods Store License from A.L.F. Enterprises d/b/a Mackie’s All In One to : Swamibapanijay Corp. Mayank Patel, Manager – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Attorney Joe Devlin appeared before the Board and discussed the financing and stated that the Mr. Patel is already the owner of the Speedy Mart on Lakeview Avenue.  Mr. Archinski asked if the operations are staying the same?  Mr. Patel appeared before the Board and stated yes, the operations are staying the same.
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Motion made by Mr. Zimini to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Cox abstained from voting.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the Transfer of Wine & Malt Packaged Goods Store License.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Cox abstained from voting.

Agenda Items

Original George’s Pizza, Eleanor Stout, Manager, 197 Merrimack Avenue – Request for Common Victualler’s License
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler’s License.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Village House of Pizza, 14 Broadway Road, Nick Karatarakis & Stergios Margaritopoulos – Request for Common Victualler’s License
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the Common Victualler’s License.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Paul Michaud , 744 Merrimack Avenue – Request to change name on the Special Permit from Paul Michaud to Dracut Auto Sales, LLC

Mr. Edwards stated that this request is purely just a name change.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to change the name on the Special Permit to Dracut Auto Sales, LLC.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of October 8, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Sub-Committee Reports

There were no Sub-Committee Reports at this time.
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Other Items for Discussion
Appointment of Representative to the Lowell Regional Transit Authority (LRTA) – Ms. Richardson stated that LRTA Representative James Gookin has passed away.  Mr. Piendak stated that that the appointment to the LRTA is made by the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen.  Ms. Richardson stated that she has had one person interested in the position and she would like to post the position to see if anyone else is interested.  Mr. DiRocco discussed Mr. Gookin expanding the bus routes in Dracut while he was on the LRTA.  Mr. DiRocco asked that the position be posted for one week and the Board could discuss it again at their next meeting.

Potential Dog Park for Dracut – Mr. Archinski stated that it would be nice to have a dog park in Dracut but who is going to clean up the Park?  Mr. Piendak stated that he received an email regarding having a dog park in Dracut.  Mr. Piendak discussed the dog bags at Veteran’s Park and stated that he was waiting to hear from the Recreation Commission regarding their use of the DPW Fields.  Mr. Piendak stated that he and Mr. Edwards visited the Lowell dog park and they would need to look at usage and clean up.  Mr. Piendak stated that there are already plenty of opportunities for people to walk dogs in Town.  Mr. Buxton stated that the DPW is an active construction site which is not a place for children or dogs.  Mr. Buxton asked who would clean up the park as they are already having problems now at the other parks with dog waste.  Mr. Buxton stated that he would be against this as the DPW is not a good place for a dog park.  Mr. Buxton stated that he has been before the Capital Planning Committee because if the fields are not used by the Recreation Commission they could be used for additional storage, solar panels, etc.  Ms. Richardson stated that she would email the resident and if she has further comment regarding a dog park she could attend a Selectmen’s meeting.

Old Business

Fence Viewer Vacancy/Voluntary Position - Ms. Richardson stated that a fence viewer is still needed.
Selectmen’s Secretary Position – Ms. Richardson stated that a Sub-Committee is needed to review the applicant’s that have applied for the position.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he reviewed the Bargaining Agreement and only one person from the Bargaining Unit has applied.  Ms. Richardson stated that she would have Mr. Zounes set up interviews for the position.  Mr. Zimini and Mr. Archinski stated that they would be the Sub-Committee and they would interview the top three applicants.  Ms. Richardson stated that at the next meeting the Board will discuss the three applicants in Executive Session.  Mr. Zimini stated that the Sub-Committee will complete the interviews and submit their recommendation at the next meeting.
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Finance Committee Vacancy/Voluntary Position – Ms. Richardson stated that the Town is looking for people to serve on the Finance Committee.  Mr. Piendak stated that anyone interested can file their application with the Human Resource Director and then the Town Moderator with review the application.
Collins Center - Mr. Zimini asked if there was any update from the Collins Center?  Ms. Richardson stated that she hasn’t heard from them but she does know that the advertisement for the Town Manager is out.
Community Calendar
Ms. Richardson read the information on the Community Calendar.

Adjournment
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
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