Board of Selectmen

Minutes of November 12, 2013

Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, John J. Zimini, Tony Archinski, Dennis E. Piendak, Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6:34 p.m.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is continuing the Public Hearing for the proposed changes to the Town Charter.
Article 3, Section 9

Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; Notwithstanding Section 9 of Chapter 40A of the General Laws, Section 81A of Chapter 41 of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the Planning Board, when acting as the special permit granting authority, shall have two associate members.  The associate members shall be appointed b the Board of Selectmen on the recommendation of the Planning Board, each for a term of two years.  In the case of absence, inability to act, or conflict of interest on the part of any member of the Planning Board, the Chairperson of the Board shall designate an associate member to sit on the Board.

Attorney Hall discussed the Mass General Law in regards to one associate member of the Planning Board.

Mr. Edwards stated that there is a concern from a Planning Board member regarding the Board of Selectmen appointing associate members.  Mr. Edwards stated that as of right now, the members are appointed by the Town Manager.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Chair of the Planning Board should come to the next meeting to discuss the concerns.

Mr. Piendak stated that the issue is with the appointing authority.  Would the appointment be made by the Town Manager or Board of Selectmen.

Attorney Hall stated that he would like to clarify the Mass General Law and asked the Board to table this Article until the next meeting.

Mr. Zimini stated that this is the only appointment made by the Board of Selectmen and the Board would appoint a qualified person to sit on the Planning Board.
Motion made by Mr. Cox to table Article 3, Section 9 until November 26, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Article 4, Section 1
Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; He shall not have served in an Elective Office in the Town Government for at least five years prior to his appointment.
Attorney Hall discussed the five years prior regarding an appointed position.
Mr. DiRocco discussed adding Chief Financial Officer to experience as this would widen the field for candidates.
Attorney Hall discussed qualified Town Manager’s and Assistant Town Manager’s and should the experience qualifications be open or limited.

Mr. DiRocco stated that Town Manager’s, Assistant Town Manager’s and Chief Financial Officers are all qualified for the Town Manager’s job.

Attorney Hall discussed needing to revise the paragraph above this in the Town Charter to add Chief Financial Officer.

Mr. Piendak discussed equivalent experience with having experience in Local Government.  Mr. Piendak stated that the Board of Selectmen is the appointing authority for the Town Manager’s position and discussed applicants having experience in the Municipal and private sectors.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the earliest change in the Town Charter wouldn’t be until next November and the Board has appointed an Interim Town Manager qualified for the position but can’t do anything right now because the way the Charter reads.

Attorney Hall stated that the Charter should be specific and list experience or it could state equivalent experience as Mr. Piendak discussed.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like Chief Financial Officer added into the experience qualifications.

Attorney Hall stated that he would craft a new section and add Chief Financial Officer into the experience.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to table Article 4, Section 1 until November 26, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Article 4, Section 4
Attorney Hall read the Article which would delete this section in its entirety and leaving this as a subject for negotiation between the Board of Selectmen and a prospective Town Manager.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to accept the change in Article 4, Section 4.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.
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