Board of Selectmen

Minutes of November 26, 2013

Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, John J. Zimini, Tony Archinski, Ann Vandal, Acting Town Manager, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Ms. Richardson stated that Attorney Hall could not make tonight’s meeting.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to continue the public hearing for the proposed changes to the Town Charter until December 17, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.  The Board also asked that a moment of silence be held for Dennis DeLucia who passed away on Sunday.

Warrant Approval

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Town Manager’s Report:
Mrs. Vandal stated that the Town has closed on the Bell property next to Monahan Field.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Vassilious Giavos donated a painting for the New Town Hall which is currently in the Town Manager’s Office.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the State has reimbursed the Town $39,000 for the Special State Election and $383,000 for 53% of the Annual Community Preservation Act (CPA) Tax.  Mrs. Vandal stated that this is 26% more than last year’s reimbursement for the CPA Tax.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Attorney General’s Office has approved the Town Meeting Warrant Articles.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Fiscal Year 2014 tax rate has been set at $14.49 which is an increase of $0.70 per $1,000.  Mrs. Vandal stated that $0.44 is the debt exclusions.  Mrs. Vandal stated that Watermark has been completing soil testing, etc. for all of the approved CPA projects and she would keep the Board updated on the Hildreth Street properties.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like the CPC to come to a meeting to explain what they are doing and how they do things.  Mr. DiRocco asked that they attend the first meeting in January.  
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Mr. DiRocco discussed a Fine program and asked that Attorney Hall look into how the fine process would work as people are not paying their fines.  Mr. DiRocco discussed lien properties.  Mrs. Vandal stated that she would have Attorney Hall put something together for the lien properties.  Ms. Richardson discussed reviewing the Town’s licensing fees.  Mrs. Vandal stated that she has the data from the Town Departments and would put the information together for the Board’s review at their January/February meeting.
Fire Chief’s Report:
Fire Chief Brouillette appeared before the Board and stated that the Fire Department responded to 283 incidents in October 2013.  Chief Brouillette stated that one half of the incidents were medical and they had three building fires, one being a third alarm fire.  Chief Brouillette stated that the department is currently completing EMT Certifications, EMS and winter training.  Chief Brouillette discussed the Assistance Fire Fighter’s Grant that he would be applying for which would update personal protective gear and self contained breathing apparatus.  Chief Brouillette explained that a complete set of gear for a Fire Fighter is $2,900.00 and the face masks are $6,500.00 per person to replace.  Chief Brouillette discussed safety tips such as keeping chimney’s cleaned, furnaces cleaned, checking lighting and asked that residents don’t overload plugs.  Chief Brouillette stated that Santa will be at the Central Fire Station on December 15th, 2013 from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. and they would be collecting donations for the food pantry.  Chief Brouillette stated that the residents of Dracut are very generous in giving to the food pantry.  Mrs. Vandal stated that the Fire Department is invaluable to the food pantry.
Ms. Richardson stated that the Board would like to have the food pantry come to their December meeting.  Mrs. Vandal suggested having them come in January or February which is the pantries slower months.

Mr. Cox stated that Nick Manolis from Dracut House of Pizza gave out 2,000 turkeys for Thanksgiving.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the Fire Chief has good feedback and if residents have any questions they can contact Chief Brouillette.

Public Hearing:
KH Corporation d/b/a Broadway Convenience, 14 Broadway Road – Application of New Officers/Directors – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Attorney Larry Beane appeared before the Board representing Broadway Convenience.  Attorney Beane explained that this is a family business and there will be no changes to the business.  Attorney Beane stated that the change to the business is internal and Mr. Ravi Patel knows the responsibility of the sale of liquor and is TIPS Certified.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition of the public hearing.
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Mr. Edwards asked if there would be any financial exchange?  Attorney Beane stated no.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the New Officers/Directors.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Agenda Items:
Approval of Licenses for 2014 – Alcoholic Beverage Licenses, Common Victualler Licenses, Amusement Video Machines, Video Poker Machines, Pool Table Licenses, Juke Box Licenses and Used Car Dealers/Class I, II & III – Mrs. Vandal referred the Board to the letter from Police Chief Richardson dated November 19, 2013 stating that the Dracut Police Department has not received any complaints as to the illegal use of poker machines with the Town of Dracut over the past year.  

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mr. Cox abstained from voting.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Common Victualler Licenses for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Amusement Video Machines Licenses for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Video Poker Machines Licenses for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed 3 to 0.  Mr. Cox abstained from voting.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Pool Table Licenses for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the Juke Box Licenses for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Used Car Dealers/Class I, II & III for 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Town Manager Recruitment Contract Modification - Ms. Richardson explained the original contract cost of $4,500.00 with and additional $1,500.00 added onto the contract for the Collins Center to stay on until the end of the process.  Ms. Richardson discussed the Board using the Collins Center in the past.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Attorney Hall was to review the contract and recommend whether or not the Board should sign it.
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The Town Manager Recruitment Contract Modification was tabled until the December 17, 2013 meeting.

Reactivation of Town Manager Screening Committee – Mr. Cox stated that Mrs. Elaine Espindle was too ill to continue on the Screening Committee and he has asked Mr. Mike Maguire to sit on the Screening Committee.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Collins Center has set a deadline of December 15th, 2013.  Mr. Zimini stated that the Screening Committee should meet soon to have an organizational meeting.  Ms. Richardson stated that she would contact the Screening Committee.

Approval of Minutes – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the Minutes of October 22, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:
Appointment of Representative to LRTA – Ms. Richardson stated that the LRTA has routine meetings and the Mr. James Gookin was the Board’s most recent member.  Ms. Richardson stated that she has had one applicant for the LRTA member but wanted to open it up to the Board first.  Mr. Cox stated that he was interested in the position but would be ok with Mr. Tom Bomil being the Town’s LRTA member.  Ms. Richardson stated yes, Mr. Tom Bomil was the one applicant and maybe Mr. Cox would attend any meeting in Mr. Bomil’s absence.
Fence Viewer – Ms. Richardson stated that the Town is still looking for a Fence Viewer.

Varnum Road – Ms. Richardson stated that the situation is getting worse and would like the Building Inspector and Deputy Police Chief to conduct a site inspection of the property.
Finance Committee Vacancies – Ms. Richardson stated that if anyone was interested in filling the vacancies they could apply to the Human Resources Department.

Executive Session:
7:33 p.m. Ms. Richardson stated that the Board needed to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  Roll Call Vote:
Robert Cox – Yes

Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tony Archinski – Yes

John Zimini – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

The regular meeting resumed at 8:06 p.m. with no votes being taken.
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Ms. Richardson stated that Barbara Souza has recently retired as the Board’s Secretary and Mr. Archinski and Mr. Zimini was the Sub-Committee that interviewed applicants for the position.
Ms. Richardson stated that there were 11 applicants and 3 were interviewed for the position.

Mr. Zimini and Mr. Archinski discussed the 3 applicant’s that were interviewed.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to hire Shannon Rowe Beaulieu as the Board’s Secretary.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Under Discussion:

Mr. Archinski stated that Mrs. Rowe Beaulieu has 13 years experience working for the Town and she interviewed for the position well.  Mr. Archinski stated that Mrs. Rowe Beaulieu has filled in as the Recording Secretary for the Board and is the Recording Secretary for many Committee’s in Town.
Mr. Zimini stated that Mrs. Rowe Beaulieu is a team player and will be great as the Board’s Secretary.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he has known Mrs. Rowe Beaulieu for many years and she does a great job.

Roll Call Vote:

Robert Cox – Yes


Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tony Archinski – Yes


John Zimini – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Richardson asked that the 11 applicant’s be sent letters thanking them for applying for the position.

Community Calendar:

Ms. Richardson read the information on the Community Calendar.

Adjournment:

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
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The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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