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Dracut Recreation Commission Minutes of November 5, 2013


Dracut Recreation Commission

Minutes of November 5, 2013
Dracut Central Fire Station
Present: Michael Parent, Steven Talbot, Charles Braley, George Malonis (arrived 7:30 p.m.), Daniel Mallahan, Steve Gomes, Robert Gantz (arrived 7:04 p.m.), Jamie Desmarais, Recreation Director Lori Cahill and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu.

Absent: Denis Kennedy and Shannon Mitton-Talbot
Mr. Parent opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Community Input: No one signed in under Community Input.
Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Talbot to accept the Minutes of October 7, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Desmarais.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Financial Accounts: Motion made by Mr. Braley to accept the Financial Reports as presented.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence:

* Mrs. Cahill reviewed with the Board, the letter sent to Bradford Ski Area dated October 30, 2013 informing them that they have been granted the skiing/snowboarding bid for the 2014 season.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the program dates will be January 3rd, 10th, 24th and 31st.
Action Items:

* Line item on Town Budget re: Free Lunch Registrations & Security – Mrs. Cahill stated that she would include these items with her budget due in December.
* DPW Fields – Mrs. Cahill stated that she would speak to Mr. Buxton regarding what could be done with the fields and would report back to the Board at the December meeting.

* Bicycle Riding at Veteran’s Memorial Park – Mr. Braley stated that he doesn’t see bicycle riding at the park a big issue.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the park monitors will enforce the rules during the summer months and no bicycle riding is posted at the park per the original Veteran’s Memorial Park Committee.  Mr. Desmarais stated that they are usually little kids with their parents riding their bikes.  Mr. Talbot stated that the rules are only being enforced for two months and people are riding their bikes at the park the other ten months.  Mr. Talbot discussed removing the no bike riding sign.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the DPW would need to re-do the sign as there are other rules and regulations listed on the same sing.

Motion made by Mr. Braley to remove “no bicycle riding” off of the sign at Veteran’s Memorial Park and to maintain the other restrictions listed on the sign.  Motion seconded by Mr. Talbot.  Motion passed unanimously.

Boys Basketball:

Mr. Gantz stated that the travel try-outs went well and the recreation registrations are looking pretty good.  Mr. Gantz requested the numbers of the free lunch waiver registrations as these numbers needed to be included in the final budget.  Mr. Gantz stated that the Adult League will start this Sunday and he can accept four more adult players.
Girls Basketball:

Mr. Braley stated that travel try-outs went well and the recreation Senior League registration numbers are down again.  Mr. Braley discussed the Senior League playing four on four basketball due to low registrations.  Mr. Braley stated that the Clinic League registration numbers look good and the evaluation night is scheduled for November 20, 2013 and the season will start after the evaluation night.  Mr. Braley stated that Coach Witts is running a free clinic for girls on November 9, 2013 and stated that Coach Witts is allowing recreation girl’s basketball players to get into the High School games for free.
Baseball: 

Mr. Talbot stated that the Fall season is complete and it went well.  Mr. Talbot stated that one of the baseball coordinator’s held a free clinic and he had about 30 kids.  Mr. Talbot stated that the next Dracut Baseball Association Board meeting will be held next Thursday.
Softball: 

Mr. Gomes stated that all is going well and the Girl’s Softball Association has two new At-Large members.  Mr. Gomes stated that the last softball tournament was held on October 20th and the field clean up was held on October 26th.  Mr. Gomes stated that they have ongoing field projects in the works and Mr. Buxton is helping them with the projects.  Mr. Gomes stated that they are getting ready for the spring season.  Mr. Gomes stated that he is very pleased with the Town Meeting vote regarding the Bell property last night.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the bathroom project at Monahan Field will be added to the projects that Watermark will be completing for the Town.
Skiing: 

Mrs. Cahill stated that the pricing for the skiing/snowboarding program is $80.00 without lessons and $115.00 with lessons for the 2014 season.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the rental price has increased to $20.00.  Mrs. Cahill discussed the free lunch waiver registrations and asked the Board who they wanted to handle those registrations.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Department still has to pay Bradford for the tickets and lessons.  Mrs. Cahill discussed charging the free lunch waiver registrations half price for the tickets and lessons.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the money in the Treasurer’s Account would offset charging the half price.  The Board discussed free lunch waiver registrations and how this has been affecting their budgets.  The Board discussed the player still receiving shirts, etc. without having to pay the registration fee.  The Board discussed reviewing the free lunch waiver registrations as a whole at the next meeting.
Motion made by Mr. Mallahan to charge the free lunch waiver registrations half price for the tickets and lessons for the 2014 season.  Motion seconded by Mr. Braley.  Motion passed unanimously.

NFL Flag Football:
Mr. Mallahan stated that the season is almost over, they have had no complaints and the season has gone well.
Wrestling:

Mr. Desmarais discussed his registration numbers and discussed the storage shed at Dillon McAnespie Park.  Mr. Desmarais asked if they could use the upstairs area in the storage shed for football equipment?  Mrs. Cahill stated no, the upstairs area could not be used, but the downstairs area could be used for storage.  The Board discussed the storage shed, what was being stored in the shed and Mr. Desmarais stated that he was going to clean it out.
New Business: 

* Mrs. Cahill stated the Design Committee would be meeting with Watermark on November 25, 2013 at 9:30 a.m. to discuss the proposed field upgrades and Dadak property.
* The next Recreation Commission meeting was scheduled for Monday, December 9th, 2013.

Old Business:

* Mrs. Cahill stated that the Dillon McAnespie courts are being completed tomorrow.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the poles will have a locking mechanism and the courts will need to be repainted in April.
* Mr. Malonis stated that they are starting to get the work at the High School track done.
Motion made by Mr. Desmarais to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Braley.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
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