Board of Selectmen

Minutes of October 22, 2013

Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk, Tony Archinski, John Zimini, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Mr. Edwards also asked that a moment of silence be held for Lori Cahill’s Family as her mother passed away this afternoon.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Town Manager’s Report 

Mr. Edwards stated that on October 24th, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in Harmony Hall, the Economic Development Committee is hosting a public session for input on Economic Development.  Mr. Edwards also stated that on October 29th, 2013 at 7:30 a.m. in Harmony Hall, the Economic Development Committee is hosting a business session for input on Economic Development.  Mr. Edwards stated that they would not find out about the Community Preservation matching funds until November.  Mr. Edwards discussed the status of the Arlington Street project.

Ms. Richardson stated that she would like Mascuppic Village and a potential Dog Park be placed on the next agenda for discussion.

Police Chief’s Report

Deputy Police Chief Chartrand and Superintendent Stone appeared before the Board and discussed their Memorandum of Understanding with regards a full time Resource Officer.  Deputy Chartrand thanked Superintendent Stone for his commitment and diligence and stated that this will be a great partnership and a great benefit for the Town.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the School Resource Officer Working Agreement has been approved by the School Committee and Mr. Piendak.  Deputy Chartrand provided the Board with a copy of the agreement and stated that he was looking for the Board’s blessing.  Deputy Chartrand stated that Jim Quealy has been selected as the Resource Officer.  Mr. DiRocco stated that they have spoken about this at the Public Safety Sub-Committee meeting and he is happy that this is going to happen.  Deputy Chartrand stated that Superintendent Stone would be putting in 50% of the salary for the Resource Officer.  Superintendent Stone thanked the Police Department, Police Chief and Deputy Police Chief and discussed this being a very detailed process with a great partnership developed.  
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Deputy Chartrand stated that Officer Quealy will start as soon as possible.  Deputy Chartrand stated that all Mr. Piendak’s concerns were previously addressed and Attorney Hall has approved the contract.
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the School Resource Officer Working Agreement.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Cox abstained from voting.

Deputy Chartrand provided the Board with a copy of the past Rules and Regulations and an updated Manuel of Rules and Regulations.  Deputy Chartrand discussed having four months of negotiations with the Police Union regarding the updated manual and stated that this updated manual will serve the Department moving into the future.  Deputy Chartrand stated that the update manual was submitted tonight for the Board’s approval.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the Board reviewing the updated manual for the next meeting.

Deputy Chartrand provided the Board with a Statistical Data of Police Related Incidents for September 2013.  Deputy Chartrand discussed unlocked cars being burglarized, theft related crimes, violent crimes, public order offenses, motor vehicle related offenses and stated that this is a lot for the Officers to handle.  Mr. DiRocco stated that people need to know what is going on in Town.  Deputy Chartrand discussed having used the reverse 911 system to let people know what is going on.  Deputy Chartrand discussed staffing not being up to full compliment and not having positions filled in years.  Deputy Chartrand stated that they can’t staff Specialty Positions such as, Detectives and Community Policing.  Ms. Richardson discussed grants going the City’s and not Town’s for Community Policing.
Special Permit Submittal – AT&T at 303 Broadway Road

Public Hearings

Proposed Street Acceptance – Dadak Drive – Ms. Richardson read the Public Hearing Notice.  Mr. Edwards stated that all issues have been addressed with Mr. Buxton, Director of Public Works, and he recommends approval.  Mr. Kevin O’Brien from O’Brien Homes, Inc., appeared before the Board and stated that he would like Dadak Drive to be accepted at Town Meeting.  Mr. Gerald D’Avolio, 87 Dadak Drive, appeared before the Board and stated that he would like Dadak Drive accepted.  Mr. Richard Vieira, 75 Dadak Drive, appeared before the Board and stated that he would like Dadak Drive accepted.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Zimini to accept Dadak Drive.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Verizon New England – Pole Petition – Passaconaway Drive, Remove (1) pole; Place (1) pole – Ms. Richardson read the Abutter’s Notice of Hearing.  

No abutters spoke for or in opposition of the Public Hearing.

Mr. DiRocco stated that no one from Verizon has been showing up for these public hearings.

Mr. Zimini stated that he is not comfortable with approving the pole petition with no one from Verizon present.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to continue the Public Hearing until November 12, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to take the Executive Session out of order.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

7:38 p.m. Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to go into Executive Session.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Roll Call Vote:
Robert Cox – Yes

Joseph DiRocco – Yes

Tony Archinski – Yes

John Zimini – Yes

Cathy Richardson – Yes

Motion passed unanimously.

Regular meeting resumed at 8:44 p.m. with two votes being taken.

Ms. Richardson explained to the audience that two votes were taken during Executive Session.  Ms. Richardson stated that the first vote taken was not to accept Mr. Bucuzzo’s Employment Agreement and the second vote taken was to re-open and re-advertise for the Town Manager’s Position.

Agenda Items

Request from Dracut Performing Arts, Door to Door Drive – November 3, 2013
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Dracut Performing Arts, Door to Door Drive.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Traffic Sign Location Request – Police Chief Kevin Richardson – Stop Sign for Fellows Lane at Intersection of Garden Avenue

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the Traffic Sign Location Request for Fellows Lane at Intersection of Garden Avenue.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
Reappointment to Dracut Cultural Council – Donna M. Vallois 

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Reappoint Donna M. Vallois to the Dracut Cultural Council.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.
Review & Recommendations/Warrant Articles for November 4, 2013 Town Meeting

Article #1 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to Recommend Warrant Article #1.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #2 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Recommend Warrant Article #2.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #2-1 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.  Mr. Edwards stated that Mr. Piendak recommends deferring the Warrant Article until the June 2, 2014 Town Meeting.  Ms. Helen Dunlap, Chairperson, Community Preservation Committee (CPC) appeared before the Board and stated that the CPC agrees with Mr. Piendak to defer the Warrant Article until the June 2, 2014 Town Meeting.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to defer the Warrant Article until the June 2, 2014 Town Meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article 3 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to Recommend Warrant Article #3.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #4 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.  Ms. Helen Dunlap, Chairperson, CPC, appeared before the Board and discussed the purchase of 467 Pleasant Street, fees, demolition and discussed the property being used for bathrooms for Monahan Field.  Mr. DiRocco asked if the dwelling would need to be demolished or could be used for storage and bathrooms?  Ms. Dunlap stated that they would need a new building for the bathrooms.
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Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Recommend Warrant Article #4.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #5 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.    

Ms. Helen Dunlap, Chairperson, CPC, appeared before the Board to discuss the allowable funded CPC project for the purchase and construction of a pavilion building and seat/ table/bench seats at Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Mr. Donald Morowski, Chairman, Veteran’s Park Concession Stand Committee, appeared before the Board and stated that the Committee would like to purchase a 16’ x 44’ steel pavilion for an additional shaded area at the Park.  Mr. Morowski discussed the usage of the Park and stated that Mr. Mark Hamel, Town Engineer is working on a RFP for the project.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the Committee raising money through the sales at the Concession Stand and asked why they are looking for $50,000.  Mr. Morowski stated that the money raised through sales will be spent on a security system, maintenance of the building, replacing the garage doors, etc.  Mr. Archinski stated that he is all for an additional shaded area at the Park.  Mr. Zimini stated that the Committee and Mr. Morowski have done a great job at the Concession Stand.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Recommend Warrant Article #5.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Edwards stated that a project like this should go before the Capital Planning Committee.  Mr. Zimini stated that shouldn’t the Community Preservation Committee know that?  Mr. Morowski stated that he has gone before the Committee’s that he was told to.

Article #6 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Mr. Edwards stated that Mr. Piendak recommended dismissal of this Warrant Article.  Mr. DiRocco discussed this being able to be done within the budget and the meals tax income.  Mrs. Ann Vandal, Finance Director, stated that the meals tax revenue should be able to support this.  Attorney Hall stated that the Warrant Article is improperly worded and the Moderator would move this Warrant Article Out-of-Order as it violates the Massachusetts General Law.  Ms. Kathleen Graham, Town Clerk, stated that this Warrant Article was submitted by Voter Petition and they are willing to go with an Amendment.  Ms. Vandal discussed what needs to be funded.  Mr. Zimini discussed having that discussion at the upcoming Tri-Board Meeting.  Attorney Hall suggested tabling this Warrant Article until the night of Town Meeting.
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Table Warrant Article #6 until November 4, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Article #7 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Ms. Kathleen Graham, Town Clerk, provided the Board with an Amended Article for Article #7.  Ms. Richardson read the Amended Article.  Mr. Zimini stated that he agreed technology is needed but he was not comfortable with putting a money amount on it.  Ms. Richardson discussed the letter from Deputy Rich Patterson regarding public safety improvements.  Mr. DiRocco discussed going to the Capital Planning Committee and asked how they put a money amount on it.  Mr. Edwards stated that in 2015, Verizon will no longer be hosting the Police and Fire radio communication.  Attorney Hall discussed the Warrant Article merely being an advisory motion.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he could not support the Article the way it is.  Mr. Zimini stated that the Board does not have to vote on this.  Ms. Vandal stated that this should go to the Capital Planning Committee.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to Table Warrant Article #7 until November 4, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #8 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.
Ms. Kathleen Graham, Town Clerk, stated that the people who submitted the Warrant Article wish to withdraw it.

Article #9 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Mr. Edwards discussed the map of the Overlay District.  Mr. Edwards discussed having a traditional Town Center and discussed the existing Zoning.  Mr. Edwards stated that an existing owner can use tools with the new zoning.  Mr. Edwards discussed the building of the New Town Hall complex, Library and having a great pedestrian area.  Mr. Edwards discussed the neighbors not wanting strip malls and fast food restaurants.  Mr. Edwards stated that the neighbors want more upscale businesses with a small Town feel.  Mr. Edwards stated that it’s not a perfect By-Law but it is a positive step.  Ms. Beverly Woods, NMCOG, appeared before the Board and stated that it is important for property owner’s to understand that their properties are not going to be affected, also discussed quality development and having a Town center.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Recommend Warrant Article #9.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #10 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Mr. Ellis Neofotistos, Vice Chairman, Agricultural Commission appeared before the Board to discuss the Right-to-Farm By-Law.  Mr. Neofotistos stated that the Agricultural Commission has worked on this By-Law for a year and a half.
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Mr. Neofotistos stated that the By-Law details more specifically issue in the local communities.  Mr. Neofotistos stated that this is a model By-Law.  Mr. Zimini asked if the Commission received local farmer’s input?  Mr. Neofotistos stated that four local farmer’s are on the Commission and the By-Law is more detailed than what the Town has now.
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Recommend Warrant Article #10.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #11 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Mr. Chad Brubaker, GBT Realty Co., appeared before the Board to discuss changing the zoning of four parcels of real estate at 450 Nashua Road.  Mr. Brubaker stated that the property is 4.84 acres with an abandoned dwelling.  Mr. Brubaker stated that they would like to change the zoning from R1 to B3 for retail development.  Mr. Brubaker stated that the rear of the property does have wetlands.  Attorney Hall discussed the potential of spot zoning and he recommended that the petitioner redraft the wording of the Warrant Article

Motion made by Mr. Cox to Table Warrant Article #11 until November 4, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #12 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Attorney Hall stated that the Warrant Article was written to coincide with the new Massachusetts General Law.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to Recommend Warrant Article #12.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #13 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Attorney Hall stated that the Warrant Article was written to coincide with the new Massachusetts General Law.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Recommend Warrant Article #13.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article #14 – Ms. Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Attorney Hall stated that the Warrant Article was written to coincide with the new Massachusetts General Law.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Recommend Warrant Article #14.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Article #15 – Ms Richardson read the Warrant Article.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to Recommend Warrant Article #15.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Sub-Committee Reports

Economic Development Committee - Mr. Edwards stated that on October 24th, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in Harmony Hall, the Economic Development Committee is hosting a public session for input on Economic Development.  Mr. Edwards also stated that on October 29th, 2013 at 7:30 a.m. in Harmony Hall, the Economic Development Committee is hosting a business session for input on Economic Development.  

Approval of Minutes
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of August 27, 2013, Executive Session Minutes of August 27, 2013, Minutes of September 24, 2013, Executive Session Minutes of September 24, 2013, Sub-Committee Minutes of September 16, 2013 and Sub-Committee Minutes of October 3, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

Parker Avenue School Lease - Superintendent Stone and Mr. Mike McNamara appeared before the Board to discuss the Parker Avenue School Lease.  Superintendent Stone stated that the MSEC Collaborative signed the lease this morning.  Attorney Hall stated that the lease meets his approval, it’s an excellent contract and MSEC was very reasonable.

Motion made by Mr. Cox for the Board of Selectmen to instruct Mr. Piendak to sign the Parker Avenue School lease on behalf of the Town of Dracut.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Under Discussion:

Mr. Cox stated that Attorney Hall and Mr. Piendak are both comfortable with the contract.

Mr. DiRocco stated that all of the issues have been resolved.

Mr. Zimini stated that he would be voting no, as he feels the property is worth more to the Town if the property was sold.

Mr. Archinski stated that this is a great use for MSEC and he appreciates their patience.
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Ms. Richardson thanked everyone for working together and this is a good place for MSEC. 

Motion passed 4 to 1.  Mr. Zimini voted Opposed.

Varnum Road – Fence Issue – Ms. Maureen Goulet, 202 Varnum Road, appeared before the Board to continue the discussion regarding the fence issue with her neighbor.  Ms. Goulet stated that since the leaves have fallen the signs on her neighbor’s fence are more visible.  Deputy Chartrand discussed the layout of the roadway being dangerous.  Ms. Goulet stated that her neighbor’s signs on their fence are a public nuisance and the neighbors can’t sell their homes.  Attorney Hall stated that the Building Inspector has the purview regarding this issue and discussed the Building Inspector enforcing the Town By-Law.  Attorney Hall stated that they could appeal the inaction of the Building Inspector to the Board of Appeals or take the neighbor to Civil Court.  Ms. Richardson discussed making Varnum Road a one-way street.  Deputy Chartrand stated that making it a one-way street would make things worse.  Mr. Alan Matthews, 46 Hillside Terrace, appeared before the Board and stated that Varnum Road is one of the worst streets in Town and making it a one-way street does not serve him.  Ms. Richardson asked that Deputy Chartrand and the Building Inspector go out to Varnum Road together to look at the situation.  The neighbors discussed the roadway and Mr. DiRocco stated that the cost of a land taking for sidewalks is too much.  Mr. Edwards stated that it would cost the Town two million dollars to put in sidewalks on Varnum Road.
Community Calendar

Ms. Richardson read the information on the Community Calendar.

Warrant Approval
Motion made by Mr. Zimini to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Business

Attorney Hall stated that Board would continue the Town Charter changes on November 12, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Police Department would have to attend the first meeting in November in order for the Board to approve the new Rules and Regulations in the time needed for the Police Department.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Fire Department would attend the second meeting in November.
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Adjournment

Motion made by Mr. Cox to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.
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