Board of Selectmen

Minutes of October 22, 2013

Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Robert O. Cox, Clerk (arrived 6:39 p.m.), Tony Archinski, John Zimini, Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

Ms. Richardson stated that the Board of Selectmen had met twice as a group with the Collins Center to review and discuss proposed changes to the Town Charter.
Attorney Hall stated that some of the proposed Charter changes are housekeeping changes and discussed the housekeeping changes with the Preamble.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the changes to the Preamble.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article 2, Section 1
Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; The legislative body of the Town shall be a Town Meeting open to all registered votes of the Town.

Motion made by Mr. Archinski to accept the change to Article 2, Section 1.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article 2, Section 2

Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; The second such meeting, referred to herein as the “Fall Town Meeting”, shall be held during the last four months of the calendar year on a date fixed by By-Law, and shall be deemed to be an Annual Town Meeting for all purposes of the General Laws; provided, however, that the Fall Town Meeting shall not include the Election of Officers.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to accept the change to Article 2, Section 2.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article 2, Section 3
Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; A quorum of 250 shall be required for the Spring, or any special Town Meeting, and 200 for the Fall Meeting.

Motion made by Mr. Zimini to accept the change to Article 2, Section 3.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Article 2, Section 7

Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; Committee on Rules and Regulations – There shall be a Committee on Rules and Regulations consisting of seven or nine persons to be appointed by the Moderator.  Each member must reside in a different precinct from all other members; provided, however, that if there has been a vacancy that the Moderator has been unable to fill for more than 120 days, the Moderator may fill the vacancy with someone from the same precinct as an existing member.  The terms of office of members of the Committee shall be for three years, initially so arranged that an equal number of terms as possible shall expire each year.  The Moderator shall serve, ex-officio, as the Chairman of the Committee.

The members of the Committee shall, during the time the Town Meeting is in session, organize by the Election of a Vice-Chairman and a Clerk.
The Committee shall provide a continuing oversight of the business of the Town Meeting and shall consider all proposed changes in its conduct.

The Committee shall review and report on all Warrant articles that would, if adopted, amend the Charter or affect the By-Laws of the Town.  It shall be responsible for the decennial review of the By-Laws of the Town as provided in Article 7, Section 9.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the change to Article 2, Section 7.  Motion seconded by Mr. Zimini.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article 3, Section 7

Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; There shall be a Board of Library Trustees consisting of five members elected for three-year terms, so arranged so that one term shall expire each year.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the change to Article 3, Section 7.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

Article 3, Section 8

Attorney Hall read the Article which will read as follows; There shall be a Moderator elected for a three-year term.

Motion made by Mr. Cox to accept the change to Article 3, Section 8.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Richardson stated that some of the proposed changes are just reflecting updates.
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Motion made by Mr. Zimini to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Cox.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m.
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