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Dracut Conservation Commission- Minutes of October 3, 2012


Dracut Conservation Commission 

Minutes of October 3, 2012
Dracut Historical Society
Commissioner’s Present: Paul Mercier, Jr., James Jendro, John Hassan, Stephen Graham, Elizabeth Martin, Conservation Agent Lori Cahill, and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Commissioner’s Absent: Victor Olson and Tami Dristiliaris
Mr. Mercier opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mrs. Martin to approve the minutes of September 5, 2012 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Mercier abstained from voting.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mrs. Martin to approve the Sub-Committee minutes of September 5, 2012 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Mercier abstained from voting.

Public Hearing/Notice of Intent/ 115 Wheeler Rd 145-921
Mrs. Martin stated that she is a co-worker of the applicant but this proposed project does not have anything to do with their work.  Ms. Maureen Hanley from Norse Environmental Services, Inc. appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Notice of Intent, Plan of Land dated August 24, 2012 prepared by Village Surveying to construct a walkway.  Ms. Hanley stated that they are proposing a 4’ wide gravel walkway from the access drive to the praying area.  Ms. Hanley discussed the perennial stream and stated that it was dry for five days so it is considered an intermittent stream.  Ms. Hanley stated that they would be using pressure treated wood, poured concrete with sonar tubes and it would be constructed in sections.  Ms. Hanley stated that all disturbances would be completed by hand.  The Board discussed constructing the walkway along the street.  Ms. Hanley stated that Wheeler Road is a very busy street and the proposed walkway is visually pleasing.  Mr. Mark Rocheleau, the applicant, stated that there are thick trees along the roadway and the proposed project clearing can be completed by hand.  Mr. Rocheleau stated that the proposed project was designed with the least amount of disturbance possible and is considered a limited project.  Mr. Rocheleau stated that they could provide wetland replication as there is plenty of room.  Mr. Rocheleau stated that the walkway would be maintained to protect the wetland.  Mr. Jendro discussed possible trash along the walkway and the uses of herbicides.  Ms. Hanley stated that they could provide and operation and maintenance plan.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Graham to issue an Order of Conditions with the following conditions:

1. Per plans dated August 24, 2012

2. Walkway must be maintained at all times with a long term protection plan

3. All work is to be completed manually

4. Clearing is not be extend more than 2’ on each side of the walkway

Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing/Notice of Intent/ Right of Way, between Methuen St & Broadway Rd 145-
Mr. Timothy Sullivan from Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. appeared before the Board but could not provide the Board with proof of abutter mailings.

Motion made by Mr. Jendro to continue the public hearing until November 7, 2012. Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Public Hearing/Request for Determination of Applicability/ 80 Phineas St
Mr. Mercier removed himself from the hearing due to knowing the applicant personally.

Motion made by Mrs. Martin to appoint Mr. Jendro Chairman for this public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Cahill stated that the applicant is before the Board with a Request for Determination of Applicability due to an Enforcement Order being issued.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the applicant was moving 3” to 4” of top soil on the property and was asked to stay distances away from the wetland which he did not do.  Mr. Everett Penney, the applicant, appeared before the Board and presented plans titled Notice of Intent, Plan of Land dated April 4, 2011 prepared by Village Surveying requesting to extend his existing lawn area.  Mr. Penney also provided the Board with before and after pictures of his property.  Mr. Penney explained that the property was a cornfield and stated that the stockpile of top soil was within 50’ of the stream.  Mr. Penney stated that he wanted to plant grass and that the siltation protection was back in place on the property.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue a Negative 3 Determination with the following conditions: 

1. Per plan dated April 4, 2011
2. Existing siltation protection to remain in place until inspected by Conservation Agent
Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Hassan to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Request for an Insignificant Change/ 200 Methuen Rd, Lot 4 145-846
Mr. Alfred Schroff, the applicant, appeared before the Board and provided pictures of his property and a letter explaining his proposal dated September 19, 2012.  Mr. Schroff stated that the pond on his property has been overtaken by poison ivy.  Mr. Schroff stated that they were removing the poison ivy by hand and was told to stop and contact Mrs. Cahill.  Mr. Schroff stated that poison ivy and mosquitos have been a terrible problem on this property.  Mr. Kevin O’Brien, the Developer, appeared before the Board to help the applicant explain the proposed work that he would like to complete.  The Board stated that the siltation protection on the property needs to be replaced.  Mr. Schroff stated that they left all of the tree roots in.  The Board explained to the applicant that working along the house side of the siltation protection was acceptable.  The Board explained to the applicant that they could use a siltation fence.  Mr. George Richardson, 150 Methuen Rd, stated that there are two wells near the pond and stated that the use of herbicides could create a potential hazard to the pond.
Motion made by Mr. Jendro to issue an Insignificant Change with the following condition:
1. No herbicides used within 20’ of the current siltation protection

Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.
Request for a Certificate of Compliance/ 775 Broadway Road 145-693
Mr. Mercier read the letter provided to the Board from Robert M. Gill dated September 14, 2012 along with plans titled As-Built Plan dated August 10, 2012 prepared by Robert M. Gill, Engineering and Surveying stating that all work has been finished in accordance with the original order.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she recommends approval.

Motion made by Mr. Graham to issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:

* Eco-Diversity of Dracut Conservation and Open Space Lands – Mr. Mercier stated that he is involved and working with the Andover Conservation Commission on this.  Mr. Mercier discussed the Town of Dracut Fire Arms By-Law and stated that a person just needs approval from the Board of Selectmen.
* Hildreth Street – Mrs. Cahill stated that the lot being cleared on Hildreth Street has no wetland impact.

* Beaver Brook Dam – Mrs. Cahill stated that the Dam is owned by the bank that owns the Mills on Lakeview Avenue.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Town Manager is aware of the problems with the Dam but the Dam is private property.  The Board discussed what if the problems were public safety issues?  Mrs. Cahill stated that she has contacted the property owner and they are consulting with their Attorney.  The Board discussed possibly involving the Army Corps of Engineers.

New Business:
* Ratification of Enforcement Order – 80 Phineas St – Mrs. Cahill stated that the Enforcement Order was discussed during the Public Hearing for 80 Phineas St.
Motion made by Mrs. Martin to Ratify the Enforcement Order for 80 Phineas St.  Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan.  Motion passed 4 to 0.  Mr. Mercier abstained from voting.

* Mr. Mercier stated that he would be resigning from the Conservation Commission shortly.  Mr. Mercier stated that he will send a letter to the Board once he has an official date.

* The next meeting was scheduled for November 7, 2012

Sub-Committee Reports: 

* The Board agreed to take this off of the agenda until the Sub-Committee starts meeting again.

Signings:
* Order of Conditions/ 115 Wheeler Road 145-921
* Determination of Applicability/ 80 Phineas St

* Insignificant Change/ 200 Methuen Rd, Lot 4 145-846

* Certificate of Compliance/ 775 Broadway Rd 145-693

* Enforcement Order/ 80 Phineas St

Motion made by Mr. Graham to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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Victor Olson, Chairman                                                    Paul Mercier, Jr., Vice Chairman
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