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Dracut Recreation Commission Minutes of September 10, 2013


Dracut Recreation Commission

Minutes of September 10, 2013
Dracut Central Fire Station
Present: Michael Parent, Steven Talbot, Charles Braley, Daniel Mallahan, Robert Gantz, Steve Gomes, Recreation Director Lori Cahill and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu.

Absent: Denis Kennedy, George Malonis, Jamie Desmarais and Shannon Mitton-Talbot
Mr. Parent opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m.

Community Input: No one signed in under Community Input.
Donald Morowski – Additional Pavilion at Veteran’s Memorial Park:

Mr. Morowski provided the Board with plans titled Veteran’s Memorial Park dated September 6, 2013 prepared by Poligon Corp. and a photo of how the proposed additional pavilion would look.  Mr. Morowski stated that the Veteran’s Memorial Park Concession Stand Committee is proposing a 16 x 44 additional pavilion where the current wood picnic tables are now at the park.  Mr. Morowski stated that they are also proposing five new tables under the pavilion which would be enough seating for 40 additional people.  Mr. Morowski stated that the proposed pavilion would be modern with matching colors to the existing pavilion.  Mr. Morowski stated that they would need to go through the bid procedure process and they are looking at construction to be done in April 2014.  Mr. Morowski discussed prevailing wages and the Community Preservation Committee going before Town Meeting in November to appropriate the money for the additional pavilion.  Mr. Talbot asked why Mr. Morowski is before the Recreation Commission for approval?  Mrs. Cahill stated that the Recreation Commission is in charge of permitting for the park.
Motion made by Mr. Gantz to approve an additional pavilion at Veteran’s Memorial Park per the plans presented dated September 6, 2013.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Braley to accept the minutes of June 11, 2013 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Financial Accounts: Motion made by Mr. Braley to accept the Financial Reports as presented.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence:

* Mrs. Cahill discussed the letter from Ann Vandal dated September 5, 2013 regarding USA Football.  Mrs. Cahill stated that there are to be no more credit card purchases and all orders are to be shipped to the Recreation Department.
Bicycle Riding at Veteran’s Memorial Park:

Mrs. Cahill discussed the pros and cons of bicycle riding at Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Mr. Parent discussed the no bicycle riding sign at Veteran’s Memorial Park and having the Police respond to any incidents regarding bicycles.  Mr. Parent asked that this be left on the agenda under action items for further review.
Proposal for Basketball Courts at Dillon McAnespie:
Mrs. Cahill discussed the proposal for the basketball courts.  Mrs. Cahill discussed leaving the poles in and cut and fit with the adjustable rims.  Mrs. Cahill stated that there will be a two year warranty and the proposed work will be approximately $12,000 and they will have to repaint the courts.  Mrs. Cahill stated that Mike Buxton and Mark Hamel area o.k. with the proposed work.  Mr. Parent stated that this is a permanent solution to the problems with the poles and rims.

Motion made by Mr. Braley to approve the proposed plans for the basketball courts at Dillon McAnespie.  Motion seconded by Mr. Gantz.  Motion passed unanimously.

Recommendation of Steve Talbot to be a Member of the RFP Committee:

Mrs. Cahill stated that the RFP’s are back and the RFP Committee will be meeting at the end of September.  Mr. Talbot stated that he would like the Town Manager to appoint him to the RFP Committee.

Motion made by Mr. Braley to recommend that the Town Manager appoint Mr. Talbot to the RFP Committee.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mallahan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Action Items:

* Line Item on Town Budget re: Free Lunch Registrations and Security – Mrs. Cahill stated that she would include these figures in the budget in December.
* Girl’s Basketball Board re: Marquez Suspension – Mr. Braley stated that the suspension is staying as is; the Girl’s Basketball Board is keeping the same decision.

* DPW Fields – Mr. Talbot stated that he would like the Board to look at what could be done with the DPW fields.  Mr. Mallahan discussed taking the fence down and leveling the fields.  Mrs. Cahill stated that she would speak with Mike Buxton about what could be done with those fields and possibly asking the Community Preservation Committee for money for one baseball field and a one multi purpose field.

Boys Basketball:

Mr. Gantz provided preliminary budgets for the adult, travel and recreation leagues and discussed the need for the increase in cost.  Mr. Gantz discussed the increase in interest for the 5th grade travel team and the need to possibly add another team.  Mr. Gantz stated that the senior league will play Thursday’s at the Englesby and Saturday’s mid-afternoon at the Junior High.  Mr. Gantz stated that the junior league will play Tuesday’s/Wednesday’s at the Englesby and Saturday evenings at the Junior High.  Mr. Gantz stated that the clinic league will Monday thru Thursday’s at the Campbell and all leagues will start the first week of December and run through mid-March.  Mr. Gantz discussed online registrations and stated that the adult league will start late October and run through the end of February.  Mr. Gantz stated that the adult league will be capped at 100 players with a registration deadline of October 8th.  Mr. Gantz discussed his war of words with the wife of a travel basketball coaching applicant.  Mr. Gantz stated that the coach was approved for travel basketball with Gordy Scott being his assistant coach.
Motion made by Mr. Gantz to accept the preliminary budgets for the adult, travel and recreation winter leagues.  Motion seconded by Mr. Talbot.  Motion passed unanimously.
Girls Basketball:

Mr. Braley discussed the need for Police details at Dillon McAnespie Park this summer and discussed the need for the details put him overbudget.  Mr. Parent discussed the need for the Police details and paying the detail even if they needed to cancel.  Mrs. Cahill stated that the cancellation of the detail was a union issue.

Motion made by Mr. Braley to transfer monies from the Administrative Revolving account to the Girl’s Summer Basketball Revolving account to cover the cost of the Police details.  Motion seconded by Mr. Gantz.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Braley stated that Christine Daducci will be helping him this season, Laurie Smith will be running the junior league, Mike Mendonca will be running the senior league and Mike Sancartier will be running the travel league.  Mr. Braley stated that Peter Witts has also joined the Girl’s Basketball Board.  Mr. Braley discussed raising the registrations fee’s for this season to $85.00 for clinic league and $100.00 for junior and senior leagues.  The Board discussed the need for the Girl’s and Boy’s registrations fee’s staying the same.  Mr. Braley stated that he would discuss this with the Girl’s Basketball Board.
Baseball: 

Mr. Talbot stated that the Fall Baseball league has begun and most of the leagues will be starting Sunday.  Mr. Talbot discussed the current issues with the baseball fields, infields, weeds and the warming track at Dillon McAnespie.  Mr. Talbot discussed the squatter living at Hovey Field and stated that the garage door at Veteran’s Park looks like it was broken into.  Mrs. Cahill stated that they need to call the Police for the garage door and have it go through the Town’s insurance.  Mr. Talbot stated that they have has some issues with travel coaches that are being looked at by the Baseball Board.
Softball: 

Mr. Gomes stated that the general softball meeting and elections are being held on September 19th and the first Board meeting will be in October.  Mr. Gomes stated that the summer league had a lot of positive feedback.  Mr. Gomes discussed the bathrooms at Monahan Field being put on hold until the possible purchase of the Bell property next door to Monahan Field.  Mr. Gomes stated that he would be sending a letter to the Town Manager asking the status of the bathrooms.
Skiing: 

Mrs. Cahill stated that the skiing/snowboarding bids are going out the beginning of October and the Board will need to discuss the free lunch waiver registrations.
NFL Flag Football:
Mr. Mallahan stated that the first games are starting this week and they have sixteen teams and two clinic leagues.  Mr. Mallahan stated that they had a draft for the older kids.
Wrestling:

Mr. Desmarais was not at the meeting.
New Business: 

* The next meeting was scheduled for October 7th, 2013
Old Business:

Motion made by Mr. Talbot to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Braley.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m.
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