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Dracut Recreation Commission

Minutes of September 14, 2015
Dracut Town Hall
Present: Michael Parent, Steven Talbot, George Malonis (arrived at 7:105pm), Steve Gomes, Gordy Scott, Ray McCann, Shannon Mitton-Talbot, Recreation Director Lori Cahill and Recording Secretary Shawn Enos.

Absent: Dan Mallahan
Opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

· Field Use Fees:
Town Manager James Duggan attended the meeting to speak with the board in regards to Field Use Fee. Denis Kennedy had concerns of what account the field use fee funds would go into once collected. Mr. Duggan responded with the funds will go into a specific account to be used only for repairs that are needed to the fields and equipment. Mr. Duggan let the board know that we need to make it equitable for all teams and sports across the board. Mr. Talbot voiced his concerns to the board and to Mr. Duggan that the amount of kids that play baseball and softball does not compare to Soccer and Pop Warner who has 300 kids. Mr. Duggan does not feel it is fair to charge one sport more than the other. Mr. Duggan let the board know that every sport will pay $1000 starting January 1, 2016 and made a guarantee to the board that for the next five years from 2016 every sport will only pay $1000. Mr. Duggan let the board know that his goal is to get the Dadak property on line with a new field and home for Dracut Soccer and Dracut Pop Warner. Mr. Duggan said to the board once the Dadak property is constructed that there will be no field fees because every sport will have a home. Mr. Duggan informed the board to construct the Dadak property would be 2.3 million dollars and does not want to have artificial turf. Mr. Duggan said that he had given grant information to Soccer and Pop Warner for the Dadak Property. Mr. Parent let Mr. Duggan know that the $1000 fee is acceptable from Dracut Baseball and Dracut Softball. Mr. Talbot asked Ms. Cahill if Travel Baseball could become part of the Recreation Department. Ms. Cahill said that the Recreation program is designed to allow all kids to play. Ms. Cahill looked at the Town Charter and it is not a written rule that all kids must make a team but would into in further and also had a lengthy discussion with Glen Edwards.
· Approval of minutes:
Motion made by Ray McCann to approve the meeting minutes from June 8, 2015 and August 24, 2015. Seconded by Jamie Desmarais. Motion passed unanimously.
· Chart of Payroll Deductions:
The board was given estimated tax deduction amounts from payroll checks due to the new IRS law that every Recreation employee must be on payroll and not paid as a vendor.
· Email from Ruth Blair:
The board was given an email from Ruth Blair at the School Department for hourly custodial fee for FY16 would be $32.16 per hour and for FY17 $32.40 per hour.
· Resignation letter:
Dan Mallahan has given his resignation letter from the board effective as of September 15, 2015. Mr. Parent asked that Ms. Cahill write him a thank you letter for his service on the board.

· Committee Reports:
· Boys Basketball:
Gordy Scott let the board know that Boys Travel Basketball will have try outs on September 25th and September 28th and check the website dracutbasketball.com for further information. Mr. Scott let the board know that MIAA is requesting that all basketball referees must complete a background check. The board agreed that the referees are never alone with the kids. Mr. Talbot suggested to table the conversation until the next Recreation meeting October 5, 2015.
· Girls Basketball:
Mr. Talbot requested a roster on Friday September 18, 2015. Mr. Parent said that Girls Travel Basketball try outs would be September 22, 23 and 24, 2015.

· Baseball:
Ray McCann informed the board that the fall season has started and that it will be a quick season.

· Softball:
Steve Gomes informed the board that the General Meeting for Dracut Softball will be September 28, 2015 and will also elect officers. Mr. Gomes commented that the Monahan bathrooms have started construction.
· Skiing:
Shannon Mitton-Talbot would like to leave the ski program on Saturday night. Ms. Mitton-Talbot asked Ms. Cahill if Bradford ski area would consider doing a 6 week program and allowing parents to attend any 4 nights. Ms. Cahill said that it would be difficult to do because of the ski lessons and scheduling ski instructors, but would check with Mr. Sawyer at Bradford.
· NFL Flag Football:
Jamie Desmarais let the board know that the program has started and is going well.
· Wrestling:
Jamie Desmarais informed the board that the season will start after Thanksgiving.
· New Business: None
· Old Business: Ms. Cahill informed the board that all employees working for the Recreation Department must fill out payroll paperwork before they can work.
· Next Meeting: October 5, 2015
Motion made by Mr. Scott to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Malonis. Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 pm.
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