Board of Selectmen

Minutes of September 23, 2014
Harmony Hall

Present: Cathy Richardson, Chairperson, Joseph DiRocco, Jr., Vice Chairman, Tony Archinski, Clerk, Alison Hughes, Tami Dristiliaris, James Duggan, Town Manager (arrived 7:15 p.m.), Glen Edwards, Assistant Manager/Planner, Attorney James Hall and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6:08 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a moment of silence being observed for those who paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this country and for those currently serving in the military particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Warrant Approval – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Warrant.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Community Input – No one signed in under Community Input.

Town Manager’s Report – Mr. Edwards stated that the recycling carts have started to be delivered this week and the program will start the week of October 6th.  Mr. DiRocco asked how the recycling toters will be emptied?  Mr. Edwards stated that the truck empties the recycling toters.  Mr. Edwards stated that second barrels will be provided at no cost but will be monitored.  Mr. Edwards stated that the demolition of the old Town Hall has been delayed indefinitely and they will notify the public again once it is rescheduled.  Mr. Edwards stated that there will be a breakfast at Town Hall on October 23, 2014 for local businesses and discussed “Dracut Taking Care of Business” slogan and discussed the hotline set up with information on vacancies or leases for people interested is opening businesses in Town.  Mr. Edwards stated that the hotline telephone number is (978) 770-2600.  Mr. Edwards stated that there will be an open house for the New Town Hall hopefully within the next month.  Mr. Edwards discussed incentive programs and visitation program with Karen Bergeron from the Chamber of Commerce, streamlining permitting with permitting software and the creation of a Welcome to Dracut Committee.  Mr. Edwards discussed Mr. Duggan doing a media push with talk shows, radio shows, etc.  Mrs. Richardson discussed the Dracut Water Supply issues and stated that Mr. Zielinski would come to the next meeting and discuss the protocol with the DEP.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the Dracut Water Department completing flushing and the readings are back to normal and if any resident has any questions to call the Water Commission directly.
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APPOINTMENTS:
Deputy Fire Chief Michael Ralls – Citation for 34 Years of Service to the Town of Dracut – Ms. Richardson stated that it is an honor and privilege to recognize Deputy Fire Chief Michael Ralls for his 34 years of service to the Town of Dracut.  Deputy Chief Ralls appeared before the Board and thanked the Board and stated that there is over 100 years of experience between the three retirees tonight.  Deputy Chief Ralls stated that it was a very hard decision to make.   Mr. DiRocco stated that he has worked with Deputy Ralls through many projects, fire stations being built and new fire trucks being purchased.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Deputy Ralls provided a great service to the Town and made his job a Chief easy.  Mr. DiRocco wished Deputy Ralls the best of luck and to enjoy his retirement.
Captain Joseph Greenwood – Citation for 34 Years of Service to the Town of Dracut – Ms. Richardson stated that it is an honor and privilege to recognize Captain Joseph Greenwood for his 34 years of service to the Town of Dracut.  Captain Greenwood appeared before the Board and stated that it was great working for the Community and being a Fireman is the best job in the World.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Captain Greenwood’s dad was an on-call Fireman and the guys respected him and he showed great leadership.  Mr. DiRocco wished Captain Greenwood a great retirement and to enjoy it.

Mr. Archinski stated that these guys are not going anywhere they will still be around.

Lieutenant Thomas Barker – Citation for 37 Years of Service to the Town of Dracut – Ms. Richardson stated that it is an honor and privilege to recognize Lieutenant Thomas Barker for his 37 years of service to the Town of Dracut.  Lieutenant Thomas Barker appeared before the Board and thanked the Board, Town Manager, Chief Richardson and Glen Edwards.  Chief Richardson stated that Lieutenant Barker started as a patrolman in 1977 and was promoted to Sargent and Court Supervisor.  Chief Richardson stated that he can’t say enough about Lieutenant Barker and wished him all the best.

Ms. Richardson called for a recess at 6:27 p.m.

The meeting re-opened at 6:30 p.m.
AGENDA ITEMS:
Isabel Flynn – Request Appointment to Dracut Cultural Council – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to appoint Ms. Isabel Flynn to the Dracut Cultural Council.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Actors, Inc. – Request Six (6) Day Beer & Wine Liquor Licenses for November 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 & 23, 2014 – Mr. Tom Hickey from Actors, Inc. appeared before the Board to request the six day beer and wine liquor licenses.  Mr. Hickey stated that the upcoming fall program is Steel Magnolia’s and the food would be provided from Lenzi’s Catering.  Mr. Hickey stated that the program will benefit Toys for Tots and provided the liability insurance for the event.  Mr. Hickey stated that all servers are TIPS Certified.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the six (6) day beer & wine liquor license.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dracut Performing Arts Boosters – Request to Conduct Annual Door to Door Drive, Sunday, November 2, 2014 – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Annual Door to Door Drive on Sunday, November 2, 2104.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donald Couture – Request Re-Appointment as an Alternate Member of Dracut Agricultural Commission – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to Re-Appoint Donald Couture as an Alternate Member of the Dracut Agricultural Commission.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mark Shaw – Request Re-Appointment as a Member of Dracut Agricultural Commission – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to Re-Appoint Mark Shaw as a Member of the Dracut Agricultural Commission.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
Acceptance of Check from Heider Building Associates, LLC for Peer Review, 130 Loon Hill Road for Dracut Conservation Commission – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the check from Heider Building Associates, LLC.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Acceptance of Check from The Prime Group, Inc. for Peer Review, 1102 Methuen Rd/70 & 100 Pelczar Road for Dracut Conservation Commission – Motion made by Mrs. Dristiliaris to accept the check from The Prime Group, Inc.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Acceptance of Check from First Dracut Development Corp. for Peer Review, 341 Broadway Road for Dracut Conservation Commission – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the check from First Dracut Development Corp.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Acceptance of Check from First Dracut Development Corp. for Peer Review and Other Services, 341 Broadway Road for Board of Appeals – Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to accept the check from First Dracut Development Corp.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Public Hearing – Middlesex Village Donut Corp., 1365 Lakeview Avenue – Special Permit to Relocate a Portion of Lane Servicing the Drive Thru Window – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Attorney Hall disclosed that he has represented the petitioner and could step out of the public hearing.  The Board stated no, Attorney Hall could stay for the public hearing.  Attorney Michael Fadden, Mr. Andy Conway and Mr. Donald Adie appeared before the Board to request a Special Permit for relocation of a portion of the existing drive-thru window.  Attorney Fadden stated that the business was purchased in 1994, is in a B3 zone and had an existing drive-thru window.  Attorney Fadden stated that the Conservation Commission issued an Order of Conditions in 2014 and a Departmental Review Meeting has happened.  Attorney Fadden explained that the existing drive-thru backs up onto Lakeview Avenue and they would like to relocate a portion of the drive-thru lane to me more remote from Lakeview Avenue.  Attorney Fadden stated that the proposed work would be better than what is currently there and there would be buffering and fencing.  Mr. DiRocco asked how many additional cars would the proposed work fit?  Attorney Fadden stated that the proposal would be an extra 80’ of stacking area which would allow for 4 to 6 additional cars.  Mr. Archinski commented on the existing narrow driveway.  Attorney Fadden stated that they would be keeping the curb cuts the way they are now.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition.

Mr. Edwards commended the property owners for going through this process which will improve operations and public safety.

Attorney Fadden stated that the current hours of operation are: 4:30 a.m. thru 12:00 a.m. for the drive-thru and 4:30 a.m. thru 10:00 p.m. for the lobby.  Attorney Fadden stated that they would like the opportunity to keep the business hours open 24 hours so if business warrants those hours they can be provided.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Special Permit with the 9 Stipulations.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Victory Distributors, Inc., 301 Pleasant Street – Request to Transfer the All Alcohol License and Change of Manager to Victory Distributors, LLC d/b/a Hannaford, Matthew Dion, Manager -  Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Ms. Leslie Delaney Hopkins from McDermott, Quilty & Miller, LLP and Mr. Matthew Dion, Hannaford Store Manager appeared before the Board to request the transfer of the all alcohol license and change of manager.  Ms. Hopkins stated that Victory Distributors is changing from a Corporation to an LLC.  Mr. Dion stated that he has worked for Hannaford’s since 1998.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. Archinski to approve the Transfer of the All Alcohol License and Change of Manager.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Pole Petition – Verizon New England, Inc. and Massachusetts Electric Company – Mammoth Road – Request to Place One (1) Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. Joe Gleason from Verizon appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed plan.  Mr. Gleason stated that the proposed pole is to service the pumping station.  Mr. Mike Buxton, Director of Public Works stated that the proposed pole is not on the sidewalk.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Pole Petition for Mammoth Road.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing – Primo Pizza & Catering, LLC, 115A Hampson Street – Request to Change the Location of Wine & Malt License to 149 Parker Ave – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Attorney John Paczkowski appeared before the Board to request a Change of Location for the Wine & Malt License.  Attorney Paczkowski stated that Primo Pizza has been in business for 17 years and they are building a brand new facility right next door to the current facility.  Ms. Melanie Charko, 141 Parker Ave, appeared before the Board and asked about the hours of operations and if there would be any privacy fencing as she directly abuts the new property.  Ms. Eileen Agrella, 234 Phineas St, appeared before the Board and asked about customer parking as the parking lot is facing the side of her house and privacy fencing.  Mr. Edwards stated that the business is zoned properly, sized properly and this is not a Special Permit application.  Attorney Paczkowski stated that the hours of operation are 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and the haybales would be removed from the property once the work is completed.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Change of Location of the Wine & Malt License to 149 Parker Avenue.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Continuation of Public Hearing – Pole Petition – National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc. – Methuen Street – Place One (1)  Pole – Ms. Richardson read the public hearing notice.  Mr. David Bouchey from National Grid appeared before the Board to discuss the proposed plans.
No abutters spoke for or in opposition.
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Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to close the public hearing.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Pole Petition for Methuen Street.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Cynthia Armstrong – Discuss Portland Natural Gas Transmission System – Ms. Cynthia Armstrong from Portland Natural Gas appeared before the Board to discuss their gas transmission system.  Ms. Richardson discussed the meeting Ms. Armstrong at the Coalition meeting.  Ms. Richardson stated that Kinder Morgan is not the only company in the gas pipeline process.  Ms. Armstrong presented an overview of the Portland Natural Gas Transmission System.  Ms. Armstrong stated that their project doesn’t require construction.  Ms. Armstrong discussed the interstate pipeline and stated that they can deliver more gas with no construction.  Ms. Armstrong stated that they are a smaller project but targeted project.  Ms. Armstrong discussed her opinion on the Maine gas issues, where demand for gas is and energy deficits.  Ms. Armstrong stated that their project would not solve all of New England’s gas problems but their project is targeted.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Board should be more proactive with the issue at hand and stated that Kinder Morgan is having a public forum on October 1, 2014.  Ms. Richardson stated that it is important for residents to know there are other options than Kinder Morgan’s option.  Mrs. Hughes asked when their compressor station would be complete.  Ms. Armstrong stated that she can’t say how long but November 16th is the target date right now.  Ms. Armstrong discussed operating under maximum capacity which doesn’t have to go to the Government.  Ms. Armstrong stated that utility companies and paper mills are most of their customers.  Mr. Dana Taplin, 489 Wheeler Road, appeared before the Board and asked how this is regulated?  Ms. Armstrong discussed how it is regulated and electric generators.  Mr. Roger Vivier, 1424 Bridge Street, appeared before the Board and asked about cost, the fee on bills, Kinder Morgan fee’s, etc.  Ms. Armstrong stated that there is no construction cost and discussed gas bills.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Coalition looked into other gas pipeline options and also voted to send a letter to the Legislature regarding Kinder Morgan/Tennessee Gas Pipeline Project Hearings Requested.  Mr. Edwards discussed the FERC Application and discussed the parcels involved.  Mr. Edwards discussed Kinder Morgan using forty year old maps for their planning, sending letters to State Senators and Kinder Morgan only having to get approval from Conservation Commission as no other permits will be needed.  Ms. Richardson discussed NMCOG’s website with additional information available.  Mrs. Dristiliaris suggested putting information on Dracut Cable Access.  Ms. Richardson discussed making sure Dracut’s Conservation Commission’s records are in order and the need for “before” pictures of wetlands, land, etc.
Selectmen Archinski – Naming of Selectmen’s Meeting Room, Located in the New Town Hall Building after Douglas C. Willett in Memoriam and to be referred to as the Douglas G. Willett Memorial Selectmen’s Chamber – Motion made by Mr. Archinski to name the Selectmen’s Meeting Room after Douglas G. Willett.  
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Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Under Discussion:

Mr. Archinski discussed Mr. Willett and stated that he was a wonderful example of what Dracut is all about.

Mr. DiRocco stated that he was Mr. Willett’s neighbor for 50 years and he was a great guy.

Motion passed unanimously.
Selectmen DiRocco – Naming of Second Floor Conference Room, Located in the New Town Hall Building after Dennis E. Piendak and to be referred to as the Dennis E. Piendak Conference Room – Mr. DiRocco stated that Mr. Piendak, as Town Manager, oversaw the building of the Fire Station, Police Station, Library and new Town  Hall.  Mr. DiRocco stated that Mr. Piendak kept Dracut afloat.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to name the Second Floor Conference Room after Dennis E. Piendak.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Duggan stated that when he has been out speaking with people in Town they have told him that Mr. Piendak did a fantastic job for the Town and he is a tough act to follow.  Mr. Duggan stated that Mr. Piendak has been very supportive to him.

Selectwoman Richardson – Discuss Recognition of Long Term Town Employees in the New Town Hall Building – Ms. Richardson discussed employees staying with the Town for many years and recognizing these employees with a plaque in the New Town Hall.  Ms. Richardson stated that this is the start of the discussion and people could submit names to her or Mr. Duggan.
Discuss Open Meeting Law Complaint Form Submitted by Colleen Garry – The Board discussed the Open Meeting Law Complaint Form submitted to the Town by Colleen Garry on September 15, 2014.  Attorney Hall discussed the complaint and stated that Ms. Garry is requesting that she be provided written, approved minutes of all stated meeting and executive sessions with 10 calendar days.  Attorney Hall discussed the need for the DVD’s of past Selectmen’s meetings to be transcribed.  Attorney Hall stated that the minutes would be done as soon as possible as the minutes not being transcribed was not done intentionally.  Attorney Hall discussed the Open Meeting Law Complaint process works.  Mr. DiRocco asked why Ms. Garry didn’t just request the minutes directly to the Board?  Mr. Archinski stated that this is going to cost a lot of money in overtime and discussed the Board having the electronic version of the meetings in question.  Attorney Hall stated that the Board could ask for an extension.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Board needs to have the minutes available.  Mrs. Hughes asked how many years does the Board have to go back?
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Attorney Hall stated that he is not sure, he would have to look at the statutory regulations.  Mrs. Hughes questioned there no longer being a quorum of the Board to approve the minutes in question.  Attorney Hall stated that the minutes would always be in draft form.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he would like a report of the costs once this is all done.
Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to have Attorney Hall write a letter with Ms. Richardson to Ms. Garry addressing her Open Meeting Law Complaint.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ms. Richardson stated that the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Committee, Open Space Committee, Agricultural Commission and Cable Advisory Committee are looking for new members.  Ms. Richardson stated that the Board is also looking for a Fence Viewer.
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Education Sub-Committee recently met and discussed the busing issues which are being addressed by the School Department.
Mrs. Hughes stated that the Parker Avenue vote has been postponed to October 23, 2014.

Ms. Richardson stated that the next Tri-Board meeting is September 25, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Archinski stated that the Recreation Sub-Committee has not met again and he did miss the last Open Space Committee meeting.

Mr. DiRocco stated that the Housing Sub-Committee met on September 15, 2014 and they discussed the possibilities of the Town Hall Annex possibly being used for senior housing.  Mr. DiRocco stated that the location doesn’t need a lot of site work.  Mr. DiRocco stated that they also discussed the three locations and which would be the best scenario.  Mrs. Dristiliaris stated that the Town owns the Richardson property and wants to use that parcel.  Mr. Archinski stated that no one is asking the Board to do anything and the Community Preservation Committee hasn’t voted on anything yet.  Mr. Archinski stated that they have asked the taxpayers for money for the Richardson project and he wants to produce housing.  Mr. Archinski stated that he just received the minutes of the Housing Sub-Committee meeting tonight and he can’t have an answer tonight.  Mr. DiRocco stated that he was just give his Housing Sub-Committee report and not asking for any answers tonight.
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Ms. Richardson discussed the Public Safety Sub-Committee meeting and stated they discussed the role of Constables and Police Details.  Mr. DiRocco discussed the role of Constables and asked Attorney Hall to review the actual roles of Constables.  Attorney Hall discussed the role of a Constable and discussed what they are normally hired to do.  Mr. Duggan stated that the Board could have the Police Chief interview potential Constables.  Mr. DiRocco asked if the Town is liable for any action of a Constable?  Mr. Duggan stated that the Town is not liable for any action of a Constable.  Attorney Hall stated that he would check into it.  Ms. Richardson discussed the Police Department being understaffed and the need to increase public safety staffing.  Mr. Duggan stated that public safety is a top priority for him.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of June 24, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of July 8, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve the Minutes of July 30, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Hughes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. DiRocco to approve previous Executive Session Meeting Minutes, Regular Meeting Minutes and the Release of Executive Session Meeting Minutes.  Motion seconded by Mr. Archinski.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:

The Chairman read the information in the Community Calendar.

Mr. Archinski stated that if the Town receives letters for residents requesting to be on Committee’s to make sure that the letters are responded too.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion made by Mrs. Hughes to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. DiRocco.  Motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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